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To all whom it maly CONCEFTL:

Beit known that I, HENRY ORRIS THOMAS,
of Fremont, Dodge county, State of Nebraska,
have invented a new and Improved Wire
Gate for Farms and for General Use with
Wire Fences; and I do bereby declare that
the following is a full, clear, and exact de-
seription of the construction and operation
of the same, reference being had to the an.
nexed drawings, making a part of this speci-
fication.

My invention relates to improyements in

devices for stretching and holding the wires
of an ordinary wire gate in place, the object
provide devices of this character
which shall be simple in their construction,
strong and durable, and readily and easily
apphed.
“With these ends in view the invention con-
sists in the improved construction and com-
binations of parts, hereinafter fully described,
and pointed out in the claim.

‘In the drawings, Figare 1 is a side eleva-
tion showing my improvements applied to an
ordinary wire fence, whereby a section of the
same may serve as a gate. Fig. 21is a detail
view showing the position ocenpied by the
parts when being locked. Jig. 3 18 a section
on the line x z-of Fig.1. TFig.4is a plan view
of the post A, link B, and bar I; and Fig.
is an enlarged detail view of the link em-
ployed at the bottom of the fence-post to en-
oage the lower end of the gate.

In the accompanying drawings, in which
like letters of reference indicate correspond-
ing parts in all the figures, A represents a
fence-post, and b wires sceured at their ends
thereto.

A’ represents a post to which are secured
staples 0/, through which the wires ¢ extend
to a bar, E, which, when the gate Is locked,

is adjacent to post A. The wires are con-
nected midway between post A’ and bar E by
means of a bar, A% whieh holds them in their
proper relative positions. The bar I is pro- |

vided at its lower end, on the inner side there-
of, with a notch, and hinged to the lower end
of post A by staples or other suitable fasten-
ings is a link, D, which is bent to form shoul-
ders f, which prevent said link from dropping
below a Lorizontal position. |

At the upper end of the bar I is hinged a
link, B, which fits over bar I and post A.
The link B is provided with an eye or loop, g.
through which passes a staple, %, which 1s se-
cured to a lever, C, the upper end of which
lever extends a slight distance beyond its
point of connection with link B. A recess or
seat, 4, is made on the side of post A adjacent
to the lever C, at the upper end of said post.

When it is desired to open the gate, the
lever O is lifted to remove the link B from the
post A, and when this has been accomplished
the bar B may be removed from link D and
the gate opened. To close the gate, the bar K
is encaged with link D, and the lever C fit-
ted in the recess in the upper end of the post
A,and thelowerend of lever O pushed toward
the post A, which draws the link B over post
A and locks the gate. |

I am awave of German Patent No. §,310,
and do not seek to claim anything therein
shown. My invention differs from the con-
struction shown in said patent in the means
for connecting bar E and post A by the link
B and lever C.

I claim—

The gate and latch post A, having a recess
in its upper end, in combination with the link
D, hinged to the post A at its lower end, the
bar E, having a noteh at its lower end to re-
ceive thelink D, alink B, hinged to the upper
end of bar B, and the lever C, working in the
recess at the upper end of the post A, as set
forth. |

IIENRY ORRIS THOMAS.
Withesses:

B. I, I'RENCH,
J. A. VAN AUCKE.
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