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To all whom it may concermn:

Be it known that I, WrrLriam C. PERKINS,
of Worcester, in the county of Worcester and
State of Massachusetts, have invented certain
new and useful Improvements in Frames for
Stretching and Drying Stockings; and I do
hereby declare that the following is a full,

clear, and exact description of the same, ref-

erence being had to the accompanying draw-
ings, fmmmw a part of thls Specmca,tlon in
which—

Figure 1 represents a sule view of my afore-

said 1mp10ve{1 frame for stretching and dry-

ing stockings, the same being shown expanded

and locked by full lines, and unlocked and

contracted,to admit of the stocking being re-
moved, by dotted lines, as hereinafter more
fully deseribed; and Fig. 2 represents,upon an
enlarged scale, a central horizontal section
throuﬂh one- half of the upper part of the
flame, taken on line 2, Kig. 1.

My invention relates to frames used for
stretching and drying stockings after having
been woven and washed in the usual way.

It consists in the construction and arrange-

ment of parts which I employ for expanding,
contracting, and suspending said hame as

- hereinafter more fully described.
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b, and provided at a proper

To enable thoseskilled in the art to which my
invention belongs to make and use the same,
I will proceed to describe it more in detail, -

In the drawings, the part marked A repre-

sents a piece of wirebentinto theproper form

to receive and stretch the foot and leg of a
stocking, as hereinafter deseribed.
of said wire part A are bent to f01 In €yes or

hooks «, whereby it may be fastened to the |

expmndmﬁ and contracting device B. Said
device congsists of the cent];'al'part: b, the side
link-pieces, ¢ ¢, and the suspending part d.
The latteris in this instance made of wire. It
is fastened at the center of the central part,
distance above
said part b with a single spiral coil, d’, which
may be placed over a line or cord to suspend
the frame therefrom, sald coil being made

sufficiently open to admit of its being readily
~applied to the line, as aforesaid.

- A hook or

any other well-known device for suspending
the frame may be used inlieu of the one above
described, if preferred.

The central part, b,

The ends

| be used or mnot, as desired, the locking-pin

1
:

| means of the pin f.

is slotted out at each end, as shown at in

Fig. 2, to receive the side link-pieces, ¢ ¢, and
the lattel are in turn pmwded with slots ¢
at their outer ends toreceive the eyes or loops
a, formed on the wire part A. Said partsare
all hinged or linked together by means of pins
¢, as shown in the drawings, and are locked
when in an expanded position, as shown by
full lines in Fig. 1, by means of 2 pin, f, passed
through the part b and one of the link-pieces
¢, a8 18 fu]lv shown in Fig. 2 of the drawings.
Sald link-pieces ¢ are each p1ov1ded in this
1nstance with projecting arms ¢, made of the
proper shape to bear against the suspending
wire part d, when the several parts are in

the positions that they occupy when the wire

part A is expanded, as shown by full lines in
Fig. 1, the purposeof said arms being tosteady
the several parts when in the aforesaid posi-
tiens. In making the frame said arms may

holding the parts quitesecurely without them.

“An ordinary hook hinged to one end of the

wire part A, and fitted to hook uponthe other
end of said part, may be used, if preferred,
in lieu of the hinged parts b ¢ ¢, before describ-

ed, or any other convenient and well-known
device for accomplishing the same result may

be used without departing from the principle
of my invention. In case of such modifica-
bions the part for suspending the frame would

of course be modified to correspond therewith.

A stocking having been woven and washed in
the usua,l way 18 next placed over my im-
proved frame, when contracted as before de-
scribed, and then stretched by expanding the
wire part A, as also beforedescribed, tliesame
being locked in said expanded posﬂ:mu by
It 1s next hung upon a
suitable line or cord to dry by means of the
suspending part d, and when dry taken from
the line, the pin f withdrawn, and the stoclk-
ing then removed from the frame in a smooth
and perfect condition, ready for packing.

By the use of a wire frame; as described,
stockings may be stretched in a wvery pelfec,b
manner and dried much more guickly than by
the use of frames as now made, owing to the
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reduction in contact-surface, which ELdIl’lltS of 10

2 better circulation of air to dry
ings. Said frames may be made at a consid-

the stock-
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~ erable reduction 1n expense over the old kind,
and are also more durable and lasting.
Having described my improvements in
frames for stretching and drying stockings,
5 what I claim therein as new and of my in-
vention, and desire to secure by Letters Pat-
ent, 18— |
In a frame for Stretching and drying stock-
ings, the wire part or form A, in combination
(o with the means for e*{pqndmg, contracting,

and suspending the same, consisting of the

part d, central part, b, and side link-pieces, ¢

c,pmvided with upwardly-projecting holding-

arms ¢ ¢, cons:=ructed, arranged, and hinged

to Opel*ate Substfmtnlly as “shown and de- 1 5

scribed.

WILLIAM C. PERKINS.

Witnesses: |

ALBERT A. BARM}R

WALTER B. NOURSD.
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