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Lo all whonv it may concern : -

Be it known that I, EUGENE B. WIGHT, Q.
citizen of the United States, residing at Chi-
cago, in the county of Cook and State of Illi-

5 nols, have invented certain new and useful
Improvementsin File-Cases, of which the fol-

lowing is a specification. ' o
My invention is an improved file-case or
receptacle for books, papers, and other ob-
10 jects, constructed, as fully set forth herein-
after, so as to facilitate access to the contents
and secure other advantages, as will be more
fully deseribed., . -
In the drawings, Figure 1 is a side eleva-

15 tion of my improved case, illustrating one
mode of constructing and supporting thesame.
Fig. 2'is an edge view of Fig. 1. Fig.3is a |
perspective view showing one arrangement
of the improved case in connection with an
20 office table or desk. Fig. 4 is a perspective
view showing the case mounted upon a frame
supporting an adjustable leaf ortable. TFig.

b 1s a perspective view showing the case ar-
ranged within a portable closet. Fig. 6 is a

25 perspective view illustrating a double case in

connection with a double desk. Fig. 7 is a |

face view illustrating one mode of closing the
compartments of the case.. Figs. 8, 9, and 10
~are perspective views illustrating different
30 means for confining the papers within the
- boxes or drawers carried by the case. TFig.
11 1s a front view of a table and case illustrat-
ing a modification. A .
My improved file-case -is provided with or
35 consists of a receptacle which may be square,
hexagonal, octagonal, or cylindrical in form,
acylindrical case, A, being illustrated in Figs.
1 to 10, and a semi- cylindrical case being
shown in Ifig. 11 of the drawings, and in con-
40 nection with this case I use a support, B, and
an axle, pins, truunions, or other support,
‘whereby the case may be held to revolve |
freely, preferably in a vertical plane upon
“horizontal trunnions extending from or into
45 the case. The character of the support will
~ vary according to the purpose for and situa-
tion in which the case is to be employed.
When the case is intended as a file-case for
office use, the support in many instances is
50 part of the frame of a desk or writing-table.

Thus in Fig. 3 the office-table K is shown as
provided at one end with a frame constituting

the support B, and supporting that end of the
table as well as the case A, the frame consist-

Ing of standards or uprights « and connecting ss

cross-bars o o' -

T'he trunnions e ¢ of the case, as shown in
Figs. 1 to 10, are arranged axially to project
from opposite sides, and the support B is pro-

vided with suitable metallic bearing-pieces, d, 6o

in which the trunnions turn so as to permit
the case to be revolved freely.

- Where the case is not required to be per-
manently connected to a desk or table, the

frame B is separate from the table, as in Fig. 65

4, but can be set at one end of the table or
elsewhere, as desired, and the separate frame
may be-made of upright and cross pieces, as
before stated, and shown in Figs. 3 and 4; or

16 may consist of ornamental side pieces con- 7o
nected by cross-strips and supported on cas-

ters, as shown in Figs. 1 and 2. 1In other in-
stances the support may constitute a closet, M,

within which the case is arranged asshown in
Fig. 5, the face of the case being either ex- -

posed or covered by movable doors N N’, as

shown. .

- The case is divided into compariments, and
18 of suitable depth to contain the articles to

be stored. Where access is only desired from 8o

oneend or head of the case, asinthe construe-
tion shown in Figs. 1, 2, 3, 4, and 5, the case is
provided with one closed end and compart-
ments at one end only; but where access is

required from both ends of the case the case 85

either has a central partition, with compart-
ments at both ends, or, as shown in Ifig. 6,
two cases revolve end to end on the sameaxis.
This arrangement is specially adapted for use

with a double table, as shown, the case being go

hung within a central opening of such table.
The character of the compartments will vary

with the use to which the case is to be put,

in sonie instances they will be mere pigeon-

holes or shelves, as shown in Figs. 5 and 6, g5

the doors N N’ of the closet serving to close
the entire case in the construction shown in
Ifig. b, and the receptacles being exposed and
uncovered in the construction shownin Fig. 6.

When it is desired to close the receptacles ro-

and not to use an inclosing-closet, the case is
provided with hinged doors %, some of which
are hung to swing upon radial lines and oth-
crs on lines at right angles to the radial lines,
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as shown in Fig. 7. 'This causes each door to
swing on a vertical line as said door is brought
{o an accessible position. |
- In order to permit the receptacles to be va-
5 ried insize, the same may be formed of remov-
able partitions »n, Fig. 6, fitting grooves in the
~end supports, so that the partitions may be
changed in position to increase or diminish
the sizes of the receptacles. In other in-
10 Stances the receptacles are constructed to re-
~celve removable drawers or file-boxes It as
shown in Figs. 1, 3, 4, which may be of any of
the usual or suitable constructions. |
It 1s of course desirable, when movable
15. boxes or drawers are used, that each box or
drawer shall be as nearly horizontal as possi-
ble when it is in position to be drawn out for
- access. As the case revolves, and the drawers
or boxes can not all be horizontal at one time,
20 I divide the case into compartments by par-
titions m, and subdivide these compartments
- to form the receptacles. These compartments
are arranged so that all the boxes or drawers
in each shall be as nearly horizontal as pos-
25 Sible when the said compartment is in posi-
tion to be best accessible. Thus when the
case 1s part of a desk it is preferably subdi-
vided by four partitions, m, into four seg-
- ental compartments, and the drawers or
- 30 boxes-are arranged in each so as to be hori-
zontal when such compartment is nearest the
occupant of the desk.
In’order to prevent the accidental turning
of the case when a drawer is out, and to pre-
35 vent disarrangement of papers, &c., I use a
suitable detent to hold the case after adjust-
‘ment. Various kinds of detents may be used.
One consists of. a bolt, H, sliding in part of
the bearing d, Figs. 1, 2, 3, so as to be moved
40 1nto any one of a series of openings,. 2, corre-
sponding in number to the number of posi-
- tions in which the case may be fixed. In
other instances the openings # may be in the
| periphery of the case, as in Fig. 4, the bolt H
45 being arranged near the periphery; or a
spring-catch or friction-detent may be used.
When the case is cylindrical in form, it is
peculiarly adapted to facilitate the safe stor-
age of the contents, as it may be lifted off its
5o bearings and then rolled upon its edge to a
~ fire-proof vault, this operation being effected
with ease, however heavy may be the contents.
It 1s not essential in all cases to remove the
trunnions from their bearings, as the frame or
55 support may be constructed to fold up from
below the case. Thus the sides of the frame
may be hinged to the side pieces, &', at v v,
Fig. 4, and may be turned up to vertical po-
. sitlons, as shown in dotted lines in Fig. 4, and
6o the case then rolled to its position.

As the turning of the case renders it desir- |

able to hold the contents in place in their re-

- ceptacles, I provide for this by using an ad-
justable cover, I, with each receptacle. This

63 cover may be held on the contents of the re-
ceptacle by springs s s, as shown in Fig. 9, or

by spring-bolts ¢ {, engaging with racks « at

the sides of the receptacles, as in Fig. 10; but
I prefer to use asliding cover, Fig. 8, adapted
to a series of parallel grooves in the sides of
the receptacle, so that the cover can be slid
into any pair of grooves in such position as to

confine the contents tightly in place without
interfering with ready access to the same when

required. | .

Boxes, cases, platforms, &c.. may be com-
bined with the support for the revolving case.
Thus a leaf, M', may be hinged to the support,
as shown in Fig. 4, toggle-braces M*serving to
hold 1t 1in a horizontal position. Boxes or
cases M’ may be arranged on the support, or

7C
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the latter may be provided with drawers J, as

shown in Figs. 3 and 6. -
- The drawers or file-boxes may be provided

with locks, either key-locks or spring-locks, -

the latter being specially shown in Fig. 10, in
which the spring-shank ¢ of the catch w is ex-
posed through an opening, v, to permit the
finger to be put upon the same to depress it.

In some instances the case A may be semi-
cylindrical, so that in one position it extends

above the desk, and in the reverse position it

presents a flat surface flush with the desk-top,
as shown in Fig. 11. 7
I am aware that cylindrical file-cases having

openings or drawers in the periphery thereof

are old, and I do not claim such a construc-
tion. . My invention differs therefrom in that
the openings are in the heads of the drum-like
or tubular case. The advantages of openings
1n the head over other constructions are nume-

Q0
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rous, and among them the following may be

noted: * |

By the opening in the head the entire cu-
bical contents of the ¢ylinder are made avail-
able for chambers or compartments of uniform
depth and uniform shape, (right angled, for
instance, ) whereas, if right-angled drawers or

compartments are arranged in the periphery

105

of a cylinder of the same diameter, some of 110

the drawers or compartments will be very long
and the back portions of them unavailable and

practically of no value, while other drawers -

or compartments will be short and so small as
to be of little value; or, if the drawers or com-
partments are of uniform length, much space
will be wasted.

In the openings from the head, on the other

hand, as provided in my invention, the draw-
ers or compartments are all of uniform length
and of uniform height, while, practically, every

inch of the cubical contents of the cylinder is:

utilized and madeavailable for filing purposes.

Without limiting myself to the particular
detalls of construction shown, I claim— |

1. A cabinet consisting ofa tubular or drum-
like file-case supported to revolve, and pro-
vided at one or both ends or heads with recep-
tacles, substantially as deseribed.

2. Arevolving tubular or drum-like file-case
axially supported, provided with receptacles

II5
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open on the ends or heads of the case and with

a detent for fixing it in position  after adjust-
ment, substantially as described.
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3. A desk, table, or case provided with a 6. The combination of a desk or table and
frame having bearings, in combination with a | bearings for a tubular or drum-like file-case
tubular or drum-like file-case supported by - supported to rotate, and provided with recep-
sald bearings to rotate freely and with recep- | tacles ab the end or head, substantially as de- 2o

5 tacles at the end or head, substantially as de- | seribed. ' |
seribed., ; 7. In combination with a revolving case, a

4. The combination of the revolving tubular.| drawer or box having parallel grooves in each
or drum-like file-case having receptacles at the | of the sides, in combination with a movable

end and movable drawers or boxes adapted to | cover, I, substantially as set forth. 25
[c said receptacles and provided with adjustable |  Intestimony whereof I have signed my name
covers, substantially as described. to this specification in the presence of two sub-
5. The revolving tubular or drum-like file- | seribing witnesses.
case having its head subdivided by partitions, | - EUGENE B. WIGHT.
in combination with a detent for securingitin | Witnesses: -
15 position after adjustment, substantially as de- | - J. J. MCOARTHY,

seribed. , N ' A. E. T. HANSMANN.
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