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UNITED STATES

PATENT OFFICE,

EMIL GABLER, OF NEW YORK, N. Y.

PIANO-FORTE.

CTRECIFICA

1o all whont it may concerm:

Be it known that I, EMIL GABLER, a vesi-
dent of New York mty, in the county and
State of New York, have invented an Im-
provement in Pimm-Fm"teS, of which tbe fol-
lowing is a full, ¢lear, and exact description,
reference being made to the accompanying
drawings, 1n Whlch-———

I‘Ju'me L is a side view, partly in section,
of & piano-forte of my 1mproved eonstructlon
showing the keys inclosed. Fig. 21is a sinni-
lar view showing the keys uncovered. Iig.
3 18 a detail section on the line ¢ ¢, I'ig. 2;
Ifig. 4, a modification of same.

This invention relates to a new counstruc-

{ion of lid for covering the keys of piano-

fortes, the invention being more particularly
applicable to upright and also to grand pi-
08, - '

The lids heretofore used on upright pi-
anos for inclosing and protecting the keys
when the 1nstrunments were not used were
hinged at their rear ends to the faces of the
instruments, and when folded back would lie
against said faces, marring the varnished sur-
face thereof by contact, and being otherwise in
the way. |

My invention consisis in making the hid in
two parts, of which the rear part is a slide,
while the curved front part 1s hinged to the
rear, the whole being adapted to enter be-

neath the face-board of the instrument to the

extent hereinafter more fully described.

By the use of this invention the keys are
wholly uncovered, which with the ordinary
lids was not always the case, and the player
therefore has greater freedom for fhe move-
ments of the ]nnds and a music-rest 1s fur-
nished. At the same time the lid will not in
any way mar the appearance of the instru-
ment, but rather improve its looks; nor will
it interfere with the proper manipulation of
the same.

In the drawings, the letter A represents the
casing of an upright piano-forte. B is the
face-board or front board of the same-—that
is, the face-board beneath the key-board. C
are the keys, which conneet with the action
in the nsual manner. D is the improved lid.

50 This lid consists of a back portion, ¢, and a

TION farmmg part of Letters Patent No. 324,467, dzated August 18 1885. .

Application filed March 9, 1885.

(N0 model.)

front portion,b. The back portion,a,ishigher
1n rear than in front, and rests at its ends on
rails or guides d, (see Ifigs. 3 and 4,) which
are formed on the inner side of the casing A,
and 18 beneath the face-board B. To the thin 55
front edge of the portion « is hinged at ¢ the
back edge of the portion . This portion b of
the Iid 1s curved, as shown. When the keys

| are inclosed, as in Fig. 1, the back portion, «,

18 drawn out and the hinged carved portion b 60

folded- down upon the supporting-edge f of

the plano-case. In this position the lid will

inclose the keys properly and will present

substantially the same appearance to the eye

as the ordinary lid. 65
Whenever the keys are to be used the front

{ portion, 0, of the lid is first folded back upon
-the back portiou, a, as 1n I'ig. 2, on which it
.wholly rests, and then the whole 1id i3
‘back into the piano until it strikes one or

slid

70
more stops, ¢, which are secured to the inner
portion of the piano for the purpose of ar-
resting the further inward movement of the
lid. In this position—that is to say, when
the 11d has reached contact with the stops g—
the keys C of the instrument are wholly un-
covered and full freedom of manipulating the
same 1s provided, and the concave upper tace

75

of the part b, where it extends in front of the

face-plate B, will serve as a rest or support So-
for the music. It will be seen that the slid-
ing lid can be moved beneath the face-board
B of the piano to the extent shown in Ifig. 2.
The forward motion of the sliding lid is ar-
rested by a stop, 2, striking a fixed bar, <,
which bar 1s directly behind the keys C. The
thick back part of the slide « fills the space
beneath the face plate B when the instru-
ment 18 closed, as in Fig. 1. The same space
is filled by the upturned part & when the in-
strument is opened, as 1n Fig. 2.

I claim—

1. In a piano-forte, the lid D, composed
of the sliding back 1)01131011 a, "md carved
hinged front portion, b, the back portion, a, 95
being thicker at the rear than in {ront, to
close the opening beneath the face-plate B
when the instroment is not to be used, as set
forth.

9. In a piano-forte, the combination of the roo

QO




2 324 4.67
case A and its face-plate B, rails d, stop or | tially as and {for the purpose herein shown
stops g, secured to the side pieces of the case | and described.
A, stop #, that is secured to the under si z -
p stop #, That 1s secared to the under side EMIL GABLER.
of the back portion, «, of the lid, and fixed
5 bar ¢, with the sliding lid D, having eurved Witnesses:
hinged front portion, 0, which when folded CHARLES G. M. THOMAS,
back will constitute a imusie rest, substan- (GUSTAV SCHNEPPE.
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