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To all whom it may concermn:

Be it known that I, FRANKLIN A. SMITH,
Jr., a citizen of the United States, residing
at Providence, in the county of Providence
and State of Rhode Island, have invented cer-
tain new and useful Improvements in But-
tons; and I do declare the following to be a
full, clear, and exact description of the inven-

tion, such as will enable others skilled in the-
art to which it appertains to make and use the

same, reference being had to the accompany-
Ing drawings, and to the letters and ficures
of reference marked thereon, which form a
part of this specification.

My present invention relates to buttons of
that class designed for use on shoes, gloves,
and other articles of wear; and it consists,

essentially, of a base provided on one side

with penetrating-prongs for attachment to
materlal and on the opposite with prongs for
securing said base to a button-head, the com-
plete device arranged and adapted for use, as
will be hereinafter more fully explained, and

particularly pointed out in the claim.

Figure 1 represents the blank from which

the fastening device of my improved button

1s formed. Fig. 2 is aside elevation of same,
bent to form, ready for the reception of the
button-head. Fig. 3 is a like view of my
improved button complete, ready for attach-
ment, the head being in section. Fig. 4 is a
plan view-of a modified form of blank of the

fastening device of my improved button.

Similar letters ofreference indicatelike parts
in the several figures. -
- In carrying out my invention I make use
of a form of blank substantially like that
shown in Patent No. 266,652, issued Oectober
31, 1832, and consists of the base ¢, provided
with the outer prongs, b b, and the central
prongs, a a, located, in the present instance,
at either side of the base ¢ and between the
outer prongs, b b, all the prongs being par-
allel to each other and in the same line, as
fully shown in Fig. 1. The prongs & & are

- subsequently bent downward at right angles

50,

to the base ¢, the prongs a ¢ being bent upward

to sald base, with their inner surfaces parallel
and adjacent to each other, as fully shown in
Kig. 2. The points of the prongs are sharp-
ened to facilitate their entrance into material.

The head d is made from leather, pulp, or |

other suitable material, and is pressed or
molded into the desired shape in the usual
manner by dies prepared for the purpose.
Before the head d is completed the prongs a
@ of the fastening device are inserted through
the head from the lower surface, and the
points of the prongs, on coming in contact

-with the die which forms or shapes the top

side of the head, are bent and elinched into
the said head, when the final pressure inci-
dental to the formation of the same is given,
completely concealing the points and rigidly
securing the head and fastening device to-
gether, as fully shown in Fig. 3. |

A modified form of the fastening device of
my improved button is shown in Fig. 4, con-
sisting of the base ¢, provided on one side
with the prongs 6 » and on the opposite side
with the single prong?’, the latter having the
prong « cut from its interior, as fully shown
in the drawings. The prongs b and ' are
subsequently bent down at right angles to the
base ¢, and the prong « is bent upward at

right anglesto said base, the head d being then

secured tothe prong « inthe same manner as

previously deseribed with the double prongs.

1 am thus enabled to provide a button
which can be readily and speedily attached
to any material, and is durable in its wearing
qualities. The flat base forms a firm bearing
on the surface of material, rendering it im-
possible for the button to tip over and become
disengaged, and a strong and efficient article
Is produced at a small expense.

Having described my invention, T claim—

The combination, with a button-head, of a
tastening deviee cut from sheet metal and
bent or formed as specified, and consisting,
essentially, of a table or base having pene-
trating - prongs projecting in one direction
from the sides thereof and out of line with the

center of said table, and prongs projecting

from the said central portion in an opposite
direction to that of the penetrating- prongs
and secured in the button-head, substantially

as shown and described.

In testimony whereof I affix my signature
in the presence of two witnesses.

| FRANKLIN A. SMITH, Jr.

Witnesses: B -
CHARLES GREENE,
GEo. W. PRENTICE.
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