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To all whom it may concern ;- _
Be it known that I, GEORGE W. JiVANS, a
citizen of the United States, residing in Balti-
more, in the county of Baltimore and State ot
Maryland, have invented certain new and use-
ful Improvements in Milk or Cream Cans;
and I do hereby declare that the following 1s
a full, clear, and exact description of the inven-
tion, which will enable others skilled 1n the art
to which it appertains to make and use the
same, reference being had totheaccompanying
drawings, which form a part of this specifica-
tion, and in which— ‘

Figure 1 is a side view of one of my im-

ig.proved milk-cans, showing the same locked
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and sealed and ready for transportation. Ifig.
2 is a perspective view of the top of the can
with the cover removed. Tig. 3 is a perspec-
tive view of the annular brace-ring detached.
Fig. 4 is a side view showing the opposite side
of the said ring. TFig. 5 is a perspective view

showing the cover of the can in an inverted

position. T'ig. 6 is a vertical sectional view

of the can with the cover in position and

locked. Tigs. 7 and 8 are detail views of the
sections through the joint, as shown in Iig. 0,
but on an enlarged scale; and Fig.9 is a per-
spective view of the rim I.

The same letters refer to the same parts in
all the figures.

This invention relates to milk or cream
cans; and it consists in certain improvements
on the device for which Letters Patent of the
United States No. 274,745 were granted to
myself on the 27th day of March, 1883. This
device consisted of a milk-can having a pe-
culiarly-constructed hollow tubular neck, with
elbow-slots and a lock-spring, in combination
with a flanged cover and a separate and de-

tachable lock-collar. My present improve-
ment consists in constructing the cover and

lock-collar in a single piece, thereby rendering

 the manipulation more convenient.
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The invention also consistsin the arrange-

mentwithin the tubularneck of an annular ring

or brace which is provided with [.-shaped re-
cesses registering with the elbow-slots for the
reception of the locking-catches, a recess for
the receptionof thelocking-spring,and aflange
extending outward!y below the latter recess,
in order to prevent access to and tampering

with the spring.

With these ends in view, the invention con-

sists in the improved construction, arrange-
ment, and combination of parts which will be

hereinafter fully described and particularly

pointed out in the claim. |

In the drawings hereto annexéd, A desig-.

nates the body of the milk-can, B the breast
of the same, and C the neck. The latter is
provided at its upper edge with an annular
cast-metal ring or collar, D, the upper edge of
which has an inwardly-extending annular
flange, B, against which the upper edge of the
neck C of the can abuts. The said ring or
collar, which is inclosed and covered by a
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sheet-metal rim, ¥, is provided on diametri-

cally opposite sides with |_-shaped recesses H
H’, registering with the elbow-slots 1 1’, formed
in the rim L.

The rim T, ring or collar D, and neck C are
secured together by means of rivets or other
suitable - fastening devices.
cesses H is provided with a lateral extension,
J, in whieh is secured a spring, K, extending

under the elbow-slot I and provided with a

downturned lip, L, the object of which will
be presently set forth. The said ring or collar
is also provided at its lower edge, below the
recess I J, with an outwardly-extending
flange, M.

N is the cover, which is provided with the
handle O, collar P, fitting in the neck of the
can, a flange, Q, resting upon and extending
over the upper edge of the neck of the can and
its surrounding collar, and a rim or collar, I3,
extending downwardly from the said flange

One of the re- -
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and adapted to fit around the rim I of the

neck of the can. The rim or collar R 18 pro-
vided on its inner side with lugs S S, adapted
to engage the elbow-slots I I’ and recesses H

Q0

H’, and near one of the said lugs the said col-

lar is provided with a vertical slot, T..
~ Inoperation,thecoverisplaced upontheneck
of the can, as shown in Fig. 6 of the drawings,

in such a manner as to cause thelugs S S to en-
cage the elbow-slots I I’ and recesses H H/,
after which the cover is turned to one side,

thereby causing one of the lugs 5 S to engage

the lock-spring K. A seal may then be placed
over the opening or slot T, as described 1n my
patent to which reference hasbeenmadeabove,
thereby preventing access to the spring, which
must be depressed by a key or suitable instru-
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ment, in order to enable the cover to be re-
moved. The flange M of the cast-metal ring
or collar D, Whlch extends outwardly below
the recess II J of the latter, prevents t"mnper
mg with the lock-spring fmm the bottom of
satd recess by inserting some instrument be-
tween the loweredges of thecollar D and rim I,

LThe operation and advantages of this in- |

vention will be readily understood from the
foregoing description, taken in connection
with the drawings l:tereto annexed. The con-
struction is Slmple and iexpensive. There are
no loose or extra parts which would be liable
to get lost. The coveris stiffened and braced
by the collar R, which forms a part thereof,
and the neck of the can 1s also grmth
strengthened by the ring or collar D.

H:;Lvmg thus described myinvention, I claim
and desire to secure by Lettters Pdttllt of the
United States—

The combination of the milk- can, the cast-

metal collar sur rounding the neck oi the same
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and having |_-shapedrecesseson diametrically-
opposite sules, a lock-spring receptacle extend-
ing laterally from one of said recesses, and a
bottom flan oe extending outwardly below the
latter recess, the surrounding rim having el-
bow slots, the lock-spring
d@scubed, and the cover hmmn two collars
arranged to fit, respectively, 111%11](, the neck
and 011%1(1(, the rim of the can, the said outer
collar being provided on its jl"lSidG with in-
ward-extending lugs and having a vertical
slot adjoining one of the said luns, substan-
tially as herein described, for the purpose set
forth.

In testimony that I elaim the foregoing as
my own I have hercunto affixed my signature
1n presence of two witnesses.

GEORGE W. BVANS.

Witnesses:
JOTIN T. ARMS,
LoUIs BAGGER.

arranged as herein-
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