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To all whom it may concermn:
Be it known that I, WiLLIiAM CORRY, a citi-
zen of the United States, and a resident of Cin-
cinnati, in the county of Hamilton and State
5 of O]:uo have invented certain new and use-
ful Means for Operating Prison-Doors, of which

the following 18 a specification.

This mventwn relates to that class of de-

vices for controlling the opening of prison-

10 doors in-which a keeper or guard (one or

more) 18 operated by a lever (one or more) at

a distance from the cell-door to be controlled.

The primary feature of the invention 18 a

guard for cell-doors, consisting of a rotating

15 or revoluble bolt or bar journaled to overlap

the edge or end of the cell-door, said bolt or

bar being cut away or notched at one side, In

order that it may be turned to permit the

~ opening of the door or to prevent said door
20 from being opened.

In the accompanying drawings, formmg
part of this specification, Figure 1 is a front
elevation of a portion of two cell-fronts pro-
vided with my improvements. Fig. 2 is a

25 plan view of the same. Fig. 3 shows en-
| larged transverse sections, taken in different
plans, of the pivoted upright locking-bar.

Similar reference-letters indicate like parts
wherever they occur throughout the various
views.

The frame-work and doors of the cells may
be constructed in any of the well-known
methods. On the outside of the cells, and
near the edge of the door-openings, are jour-
naled shatts or bars A. The ends of these
have bearings in the upper and lower plates
of the frame-work, and braced to resist out-
ward pressure by the curved ends of the
brace-pieces B, which lap partially around
them. The shafts A are transversely notched
at a, and the door has bars C firmly secured
upon them, which pass into these notches in
opening and closing when the shafts A are
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turned, as seen on the left-hand side of Iigs. |

1 and 2, By partially rotating the shaft A
the outer walls of the notches turn over the
ends of the bars C and securely lock the
doors. The shafts A are also mortised at a/,
to recetve the bolts of the locks D, which may
to be used as an additional security.

45

In the corridor leading to a series of cells,
or In the guard-room, if desired, is a strong
iron box, L, the door of which is preferably .
guarded by a combination-lock and the cus-
tomary bolt-work used upon safes. Within g5
thisbox are pivoted the levers I, which actuate
the shafts A to lock or release the cell- doors.
The upper ends of these levers are connected
to a ecrank-arm, a? projecting from the shafts
A by rods f. The handle ends of the levers
¥ are provided with pins, which are engaged
by the notched latches G, to hold the shafts
from turning when the doors are locked by
the bars or shatts A. These latches are of
course not essential when the locks D are 65
used. The rods f are preferably placed one
above the other, the outer ends of some of
them being bent for this purpose, and they
may be placed above the cells and out of
reach, or securely covered in any suitable 7o
manner. |

T have shown the box T secured to the
wall H of the vestibule or partially overlap-
ping this wall and the end wall, I, of one of

bo -

the series of cells; but the lever box may be 45

located in any convenient position, either in
the corridor or the guard-room.

It is also evident that the means for actu-
ating the rotating bars A may be varied. For
instance, the said bars may be provided at 8o
one end with pinions to engage racks actu-
ated by rods f, and it 1s also evident that the
notch ¢ in bar A may be extended the full
length of the door, so that a portion of the
bar will overlap the edge of the door when 8z
turned, as shown in the right-hand side of
Fig. 1. In’this case the bars C would be re-
placed by an upright bar, which “Olﬂd form
the front ed ge of the door. .

What I claim 18— -

1. A guarding device for cell-doors, con-
sisting of Q bar notched or cut away as
shown, and journaled in such position, with
relation to the door, that when partly rotated
in one direction one wall of said notch will
overlap the door, and when revolved in the
opposite direction said notch will be turned
from over the door and permit the door to be
opened, in combination with the door and a
lock to prevent the overlapping wall of the 1@9
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noteh from being moved from over the door,
substantially as described.

2. The revolving bar or shaft A, cut away
as strown, and journaled parallel to one edge
of the door, the cut-away portion permitting
the door to open when the shaft 1s partially
revolved in one direction, and the wall of the
notch overlapping the edge of the closed door
(or prejections thereon) when partially re-
volved 1n the reverse direction, in combina-
tion with connecting-rods and lever to rotate
said bar, substantially as described.

5. In mechanism for guarding prison-doors,
the combination of a bar or shaft fitted to
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turn in a plane parallel with one edge of the
door, said bar being notched or cut away to
overlap the door or bars secured thereto, and
also mortised to receive the bolt of a lock se-
cured to the door, with the door-lock, a hand-
lever, and connecting mechanism, whereby the
said bar may be rotated to release the door
from the guard-room or corridor when the
lock-bolt is retracted, substantially as speci-

fied. | -
._ WILLIAM CORRY.
Attest: |
JOSEPH L. HALT,
JNO. J. TOBIN.
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