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To all whom 1t may CONCOTN :
Be it known that I, MiLToN E. OAMPANY,

a citizen of the United States, and resident of

Muskegon, in the county of Muskegon and
¢ State of Michigan, have invented certain new
and useful Improvements in Hame-Ifasteners;

and I do hereby declare that the following 1s

a full, clear, and exact desciiption of the inven-

tion, which will enable others skilled in the art

1o to which it appertains to make and use the

same, reference being had totheaccompanying

drawings, which form a part of this specifica-
tion, and in which—

Figure 1 is a perspective view of the lower

15 portions of two hames provided with my im-

proved hame-fastener. Iig. 2 is a longitudi-

nal section of the same; and Fig. 3 18 a per--

spective view of the cateh, its spring, and 1ts
fastenings.

Similar letters of reference indicate corre-
sponding parts in all the figures.

My invention has rélation to that class of
Lhame-fasteners in which a notched strip is
binged to the lower end of one hame and en-
25 tels a box or casing hinged to the lower end
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of the other hame, said box or casing being

provided with a catchfor engaging the notches

upon the strip; and it consists in the improved

construction and combination of parts of the
30 same, as hereinafter more fully described and
claimed.

In the accompanying drawings, the letters A
A indicate the lower ends of the hames, which
are provided with the usual eyes, B B. The
hooked or curved ends C C of the two parts
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D and E of the fastener are hinged into these

eves, and one part, D, of the fastener consists

of a strip having a series of ratchet-teeth, I,
upon its outer side, facing with their inclined

s0 sides toward the outer end of the strip. The

other part, E, of the fastener is formed at 1ts
outer end with a rectangular box, G, open at
both ends, the sides of which box are formed
by upwardly-bent flanges, H H, npon the side

4z edges of the strip, while the inner portion of
the top of the box is covered by a top piece,
I, which connects the edges of the tlanges.
The edges of the flanges, where the top o1 the
box is open, are formed with bearings, J J,
which are covered by lugs or tongues, K,
which may be bent from tune bearings or over
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‘top piece of the box is formed with an out-

them, and two laterally-projecting trunnions,
L L, of a flat-catch or pawl-lever, M, are jour-
naled in these bearings and retained by means
of the tongues or lugs being bent over them, 55
the said lugs being shown raised from the
bearings in dotted lines in Iig. 2. The outer
end of this catch-lever is formed 1nto a ser-
rated thumb-piece, N, and the under. side of
the inner end of the lever is beveled so as to 6o
slip over the ratchet-teethof the toothed strip
when the latter is inserted into the box from
its open outer end, while the inner face of the
lever is cut off straight, so as to engage the
shoulders of the ratchet-teethand bear against
them, preventing the strip from being with-
drawn. The upper side of the inner portion
of the cateh-lever is formed with an inwardly-
bent wide lip, O, and the outer edge of the
O
wardly-projecting lip, P, against the under 7
side of which the inner end of the catch-lever
may bear, when raised. The side edges of
the top piece of the box are formed with in-
wardly-bent lips, Q Q, under which the inner
ends of a bail-shaped spring, IR, may be
clamped, the transverse end piece of the
spring resting under the inwardly-bent lip
upon the catch-lever.

The entire box upon the part E is made of 8o
malleable metal, so that the tongues forming
the tops of the bearings and the lips, which
clamp the ends of the spring, may be ham- -
mered downover the parts which they confine;
and it will be seen that by having the spring- 35
clamping lips malleable, they may be ham-
mered down so as to clamp the ends of the
spring firmly, whereupon the trunnions of the
catch-lever may be placed into their bearings,
and the tongues of the said bearings be bent
over the trunnions, preventing them from slip-
ping out of the bearings.

Having thus described my invention, 1
claim and desire to secure by Letters Patent
of the United States—

1. In a hame-fastener, the combination, with
a toothed strip hinged to one hame and hav-
ing inwardly-facing teeth, of a strip hinged to
the other hame, and having a box upon the
face of its outer portion, having 1ts outer por-
tion open at the top and formed with bearings
in the edges of the sides of the box, having
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a bail-shaped spring secured at its inner ends
upon the tep of the box, and having an out-
wardly-projecting lip at the outer edge of the
top ot the box, and a catch-lever pivoted with
its laterally-projecting trunnions in the bear-
Ings upon the sides of the box, having its
outer end formed as a thumb-piece, and hav-
ing an inwardly-bent lip upon the upper side
of its inner portion engaging the transverse
end piece of the spring, the said catch-lever
engaging the ratchet-teeth of the other strip
with its inner end, as and for the purpose
shown and set fortl. |

2. In a hame-fastener, the combination of

the part I, having the box formed with sides
H H, provided with bearings J J, having

- . . ] .f
tongues K and top piece, I, covering the in- |
ner portion of the open top of the box, and ;

havingoutwardl y-projecting lip P and spring-

clamping lips Q Q, the bail-shaped spring R,

having its ends clamped by the lips Q, and

the catch-lever pivoted with its laterally-pro-

Jecting trunnions in the bearings upon the

side pieces of the box, having its outer end
formed into a thumb-piece serrated upon its
upperside, havingits innerend cut off straight,
and having an inwardly-bent flat lip, O, upon
the upper side of its inner portion, the said
box being formed of malleable metal, as and
for the purpose shown and set forth.

In testimony that I claim the foregoing as
my own I have hereunto affixed my signature
in presence of two witnesses.

MILTON BUGENIE CAMPANY.
Witnesses:

JAS. C. MCLAUGHLIN,
IFRED SUTCLIFFE. .
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