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To all whom zt Qi CONCEFTL:
Be it known that I, DANIEL B. WESSON,
a citizen of the Umted States, residing at
Springﬁeld, in the county of Hampden “and
State of Massachusefts, have invented new and

useful Improvementsin Revolving Fire-Arms,

of which the following is a specification..
This invention relates to improvements in

- revolving fire-arms, and. pertains to the lock
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mechanism thereof, the object being to pro-
vide, in a fire-arm, improved devmes for pre-
venting the hammer from being inadvertently

oper ated to discharge the arm.,

In the drawings for ming part of this 8138(31
fication, Figure 1 is a side elevation of a fire-
arm, partly in section, embodying my inven-
tlon one of the detail parts in sald figure be-
ing pro.]ec.ued therefrom. Fig. 21s g perspec-
tive view of certain detall par ts separate from
the arm, showing their operative relation.

In the drawings, D indicates the handle of

‘the arm, the ha,mmer d being hung in the

- frame in the nsual mannerand | position. The
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mainspring m is connected with the hammer
in the ordinary way. The sear b is pivotally
connected with the trigger B, and engages
with the hammer in the usual way.
Withintheupperpartofthe handleor,frame,

and on the side of the latter, is fixed in any
suitable way a slotted stud, o, and in the slot
of sald stud 18 hung on the pin z a hook, e,

having an arm, o’ extending from 1ts upper

end in the same direetion as the hook on its’
lower end. A spring, v, has one end attached

to the rear side of hook e, and its free end

- bears against the inside of the frame below
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stud o. |
The hook ¢, constructed and applied to the
interior of the arm near the hammer, asshown,
has its lower hooked end thrown under the
end of the mainspring m, near the hammer,
by the spring », behind it 'and while the hook

oceupies said 1:)051131011 (see Figs, 1 and 2) the
“hammer cannot be cocked by pulling trigger
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B. It is obvious thatsaid hook emay bemade
to engage with the stirrup, instead of directly
Wlth the mainspring, if desired.

—

On the rear side of the handle D of the arm
is pivoted at n a lever, @, the form of which is
shown in Fig. 2. The lever « extends from 50
just below its said pivot-point on the handle
outside of the latter to about opposite y, Fig.
1, where an opening is made through that side
of the handle through which the free end of
the lever ¢ passes and rests on the arm o° of 55
the hook e. An offset is made in the lever «
between or at the junction of its outer and in-
ner portion, whereby the opening in the han-
dle 1s closed when the parts are in the position
shown it Fig. 1. 60

In grasping the handle D to fire the arm, the
finger of the hand being upon the mlgger B,
When the latter is pulled the hand is naturally
forced against the lever a, pressing it down-
wald and for cing its free end against the arm 65
0* of hook e, and the lower end of the latter is
made to swing from under the mainspring m,
thus freeing the hammer from any obstacle 60
its proper action by means of the trigger.
Thus if, with no intent to fire the arm, an at- 7o
tempt is made to pull the trigger without de-
pressing lever « the trigger and hammer can-
not be operated because of the presence of the
hook e under the mainspring m, and hence
the inadvertent discharge of the arm 18 pre- 75
vented.

What T claim as my invention 1s—

The combination, with the mainspring of
a fire-arm, of ahook substantlally as described,
pivoted w -ithin the arm to vibrate by the side 80
of and engage with said mainspring, a spring
to swing said hook toward the lattel and a
lever plvoted by one end on the outer rear
side of the handle, having its free end pene-
trating the latter md bearing upon the end of 83

| said hook above its pivot, substaunt]ally as set

forth.
DANIEL B. WESSON.

Yitnesses:
H. A. CHAPIN,
J. D. GARFIELD.
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