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(No model.)

7o cLZZ whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, CHRISTOPHER C. SHEL-
BY, of the city, county, and State of New York,
have invented certain new and useful Im-
provements in Clasps; and I do hereby de-
ciare the tollowing to be afull, clear, and exact
deseription of the same, reference being had to
the accompanying drawings, forming a part of
this specification, and to the figures and let-
ters of reference marked thereon.

My invention has for its object to provide a
spring-clasp which 18 adapted to be attached
to a piece of webbing and adjusted and held
ab any point thereon, and in which a portion
of the webbing shall constitute one of the jaws
or clamping parts of the clasp, so as not only
to prevent the displacement of the clasp from
1ts position of adjustment on the webbing, but
also prevent the tearing orinjury of the fabric
held by sald clasp.

Intheaccompanying drawings, Figurelrep-
resents a perspective view of a clasp con-
structed in accordance with my invention ap-
plied to 1ts supporting-webbing. Fig. 2 i8 a
horizontal section of the same. Fig. 3 1s a
bottom plan view of the same detached from
the webbing. Fig. 4 is a view showing the
application of the clasp toa pieceof webbing,
wherelin the latter 18 turned back on itself so

as to entirely protect the back of the plate of

the clasp.

The letter A indicates the plate of the clasp,
which is made preferably substantially flat,
and is provided with slots or openings ¢ a at
1ts opposite ends to admit the webbing B, as
shown in KFig. 2. 'This plate has cars ¢, to

- which a movable jaw, D, 1s pivoted. A coiled
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spring, e, operates to keep the gripping por-
tion d¢ of the jaw D closed against the webbing
at b, as shown in Iigs. 1 and 2, such gripping
portion being preferablyinclined backwardly,
as shown in Fig. 2, and serrated or not, as
preferred.

It will be observed that when this clasp 18
connected to a piece of webbing or fabric the

| latter will be held between the gripping por-

tion of the movable jaw on the one side and
the webbing on the other side, the movable
jaw thus constituting one jaw of the clasp and
the webbing in effect the other. This arrange-
ment is very desirable, since not only does the
eripping portion of the movable jaw operate
positively upon the webbing in a manner to
hold the whole clasp in its place, but the ar-
ticle to be held is not so liable to become in-
jurned or torn as would be the case were two
serrated metal jaws employed, since the web-
bing will slightly yield to the co-operating
part of the movable jaw, and the article will
be held more by being squeezed against and

into the webbing than by reason of the teeth
striking through 1t.

When the clasp is applied to the webbing,
as shown in Figs. 1 and 2, the narrow portions
or bars ¢’ adjoining the end slots of the plate

A only are exposed at the back, though these.

bars would notlikelyinjure the person or cloth-
ing of the wearer, inasmuch as they are prac-
tically countersunk below the geuera,l bear-

ing-surface of the webbing. They may be en-

tirely covered by bending back the end of the
webbing, as shown in Fig. 4, or an additional
piece of webbing or cloth or other covering
may be applied, as will be readily understood.
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Having thus described my invention, what 75

I claim as new, and desire to seeure by Letters

Pd.utent 1S——
The herein-described clasp, consisting of the
plate having the slots or openings at its oppo-

site ends for the passage of the webbing, the 8¢

movable jaw pivoted to ears formed upon said
plate, and the spring for keeping the said jaw
closed, said clasp being applied to the web-
bing in the manner described; so that the web-
bing shall constitute one of the oripping-jaws,

substantlally as and for the purpose specified.,

CHRISTOPHER C. SHELBY.
YWitnesses:
S. VAN ZANDT,
SOLOMON K. OSBORN.
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