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UNTTED STATES PATENT OFFICE.

JTULIUS M. CLAPP, OF NEWTON, MASSACHUSETTS.

EXHIBITING-CASE.

SPRCIFICATION forming part of Lefters Patent No. 322,903, dated July 28, 1885.
| Application filed November 17, 1884. (No model.)

To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, JULIUS M. CLAPP, of
Newton, county of Middlesex, State of Massa-
chusetts, have invented an lmprovement in

s Exhibiting-Cases, of which the following de-
seription, in connection with the accompany-
ing drawings, is a specification, like letters on
the drawings representinglike parts.

My invention relates to an exhibiting-case

for displaying small articles, such as laces,
threads, &ec., being adapted to display sam-
ples of the different articles to be exhibited
without permitting them to be handled or re-

rs moved by purchasers except when permitted
by the attendant,who has the power to render
any desired portion of the case accessible to a
purchaser, so that the samples or articles may
be removed therefrom. The exhibiting-case
20 consists, essentially, of a number of tiers of
~ drawers or boxesso arranged that each higher
tier partly overlies the one below it, leaving,
however, a small portion of the lower tier ex-

posed, so that the articles or samples may be

viewed therein by the purchaser. The por-
tion of each tier that is left uncovered or ex-
posed by the one above it is preferably pro-
vided with a transparent cover protecting the
articles from being handled or removed, al-
20 though the purchaser may see them for the
purpose of making a choice. The drawersor
boxes of each tier, except the upper one, are
arranged to slide backward and forward, and
are provided with operating knobs or handles
at the rear side of the case, adapted to be op-
erated by the attendant, who is thus enabled
~ to push any desired one of the drawers or
boxes forward after a selection has been made
by the purchaser,causing the said box to pro-

40 ject and be uncovered by the one above it,
and thus enabling the purchaser to remove
and more closely examine the article previ-
ously selected. Suitable stops limit the slid-

2d

35

ing movement of each of the drawers, so that

45 it can never be pushed forward far enough to
remove its support from the one above it.
The drawers or boxes of the upper tier may
be provided with a cover, and may be either
arranged to slide forward like the lower ones,

so or the said cover may be removed therefrom

per tier of boxes.

to afford accessto the contents of the said up- l

| - Figure 1 is a perspective view of an exhib-

iting-case embodying this invention, and Fig.

9 a vertical section thereof. 55
The case comprises a series of tiers, o @’y

&e., of drawers or recéptacles, each of which

tiers may contain any desired number of sep-

arate drawers, boxes, or receptacles, placed

side by side, those of each lower tier project- 60

| ing a short distance from the tier above, as
16 intended to be used on the counter of a store-

clearly shown in Fig. 1, so that articles and

samples contained in the forward or uncovered

or exposed portion of each receptacle may be
seen by a person standing in front of thecase. 65
The projecting- portion of each drawer or
receptacle is preferably provided with a trans-
parent cover or shield, b, which may be of
olass, preferably curved as shown, to afford

as clear a view as possible of the articles in 7o

the receptacle, and at the same time giving

an ornamental appearance to the whole case.
These transparent shields or covers prevent
persons from handling or removing the con-
tents of the boxes, except when permitted by 75
an attendant, as hereinafter described. |
The drawers or receptacles a' a’, &c., are
shown as supported in a frame consisting of
end pieces, ¢, which may be paneled to oIve
an ornamental appearance, and are connected
by transverse pieces d d' d’, &c.,which receive
ihe rear ends of thedifferent drawersa’ a’, &c.,
retaining them in the proper position, with
the front portion of each exposed to view, as
previously described. Each drawer 1S pro-
vided with an operating device or handle, 7
i, &e., sliding in passages in the frame-pieces
d &, &e., and provided with knobs or projec-
tions ¢, which are suitable to be taken hold of
by the operator, and which, by their engage- oc
ment with the frame-pieces d' d’, &c., also
serve as stops to limit the outward movement
of the connected box, one of which is shown
in dotted lines-as pushed forward to its full
extent. S )
The stops ¢ of the drawer-operating devices
stop the outward movement of each drawer
before it has passed fully from the one above
it, so that the support 18 never removed from
any drawer by the outward movement of one
below it. This forward or outward move-
ment of a drawer leaves an uncovered space
between the shields b and the drawer above

which is not pushed forward, thus affording
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- atm, Fig. 2, to separate the

IO

- customer or purchaser, althou
viewed for the purpose of making selections.
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may be, as shown in this instanece,
~upon the remainder of the frame-work, so that

.adcess to the interior of the drawer that is
pushed forward, so that the contents may be |

removed therefrom after the attendant has
pushed the drawer forward, and while his
attention is directed to the person examining
the article. - | |

If desired, partitions may be used, asshown
portion of the
drawer covered by the shield from the re-
mainder, so that sample articles may remain
In the said shielded portion inaceessible to the
gh they may be

It 1s obvious that vertical partitions similar
to.and parallel with the end pieces ¢ may be

employed between the differentseries of draw.

ers, and the latter supported and guided by

projections from the sald partitions, as in or- |

dinary cabinet-work, instead of each being
supported upon the one below.

The boxes or receptacles af in the highest

horizontal tier are provided with a cover, o,

and the said boxes may, if desired, be ar-
ranged to slide forward from below the said
cover like the lower ones; or the said cover o
hinged

~ 1t may be raised by the attendant to afford ac-

30
35

40

- Ppass through when

cess to the contents of the upper tier of receptas-
cles. - | | |

- It is obvious that the shape of the different
parts of the exhibiting-case may be varied,
and that it may be eurved, if desired, in which
case the drawers may be somewhat wedge-

shaped, their sides tapering toward the center

of curvature of the case.

In order to prevent the sliding boxes or

drawers from being moved except by the at-
tendant, they are provided with locking de-
vices consisting of pins or projections k, which
engage the frame-pieces d @, &e.  The open-
ings in thesaid frame-pieces throu gh which the
rods 7 7', &e., pass are provided with notches
7, which permit the locking-projections % to
placed in line with the

sald notches by the partial rotation of the
. rods ¢ %, &e. ... |

- T claim—

1. The series of tiers of sliding boxes or re- |
ceptacles, those of each tier normally project- so
Ing beyond those above them, combined with
Independent transparent shields for the pro-
jecting portions, each box being adapted to be
slid to uncover the same and render its con-
tents accessible, substantially as described. 55
- 2. Anexhibiting-case consisting of the frame-
work and series of tiers of drawers therein,
those of each tier normally projecting a por-
tion of their length from those above ‘them,
combined with drawer-operating devices ar-
ranged at the rear of the drawers, whereby
any desired oneof the drawers may be pushed
forward to render the entire interior accessl-
ble, substantially as described.

5. The frame-work and series of tiers of 65

‘sliding drawers, and an upper tier of station-

ary boxes, those of each tier normally project-
Ing a portion of their length from those above
them, combined with a removable cover for
the stationary boxes in the upper tier, sub- 7o
stantially as deseribed. |

4. A series of tiers of sliding boxes, those of
each tier normally projecting a small amount
from those above them, each box bhaving its
main portion normally covered, and being 75
adapted to be uncovered by sliding the box,
combined with locking devices for the said
boxes, substantially as described. |

5. Anexhibiting-case consisting of the frame-
work and series of tiers of drawers therein,
those of each tier normally projecting a por-
tion of their length from those above them,
combined with drawer-operating devices pro-
vided with locking devices, substantially as
described. : | |

In testimony whereof I havesigned m y name
to this specification in the presence of two

30

subscribing witnesses.

JULIUS M. CLAPP.

Witnesses: .
JOS. P. LIVERMORE,
W. H. SigstoN.
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