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To all whom it may concerm:

Be it known that I, JoEN E. HUNTER, of
‘Mechanicsburg, in the county of Champaign
and State of Ohio, have invented certain new

5 and useful Improvements in Barrel -Trucks,
of which the following is a specification. -

My invention relates to barrel-trucks; and
it consists in various features and details, here-
Inafter fully set forth. |

10 In the drawings, Figure 1 is a perspective

view of my improved truck in use; Fig. 2, a
sideview, and Figs.3 and 4 views illustrating
certain details. ., |
The object of this invention is to improve
15 the construction of the scoop and the pivoted
claw or hook, whereby the barrel is more
readily placed upon the truck and firmly se-
cured thereon. - | -
In the drawings, A A indicate the side bars
20 of the truck-frame, carrying at their forward
ends the axle B and wheels C (, as usual in
this class of trucks, the said side bars being
also connected at intervals by bars or braces a.
D indicates the scoop secured to the upper

25 side of the sidebars, A, at the forward ends,

by means of rearwardly-extending arms b, or
-1n any convenient manner. Arms or braces

¢ extend from the arms b forward to the main
body of the scoop, as shown in Figs. 1 and 3,

30 1n order to give inecreased strength and stiff-
ness. The scoop D inclines forward and up-
ward from the upper facesof theside bars, A,
and has its front end semicircular in form or
carved to conform approximately to the cur-

35 vature of barrels or casks. -
K indicates a V-shaped claw or hook piv-

oted to the under side of the side bars, A, as
shown in Fig. 1, the inclined arms e of the
claw being bent laterally to form journals f.

40 Formed upon or attached to one of the arms
J 18 & crank-arm, g, to which is attached a rod
or bar, ¢, extending alongside one of the side
bars, A, and passing through eyes 5 on the
side thereof. This rod or bar ¢ terminates

45 near the handles, so as to be within easy reach
of the operator, and it serves to rock the claw

or hook K upon its journals f. At the for-
ward end of the claw or hook E and on the
under face thereof are teeth or hooks %, placed

50 a distance apart a little more than the thick-
ness of the chines of ordinary barrels or casks.

In barrel-trucks as ordinarily constructed

the scoop 1s inclined so as to pass under the

edge or bottom of the boxor cask, and thereby
lift the latter. This plan is objectionable, for
the reason that it unnecessarily brings all the
welght and strain directly on the scoop, there-
by rendering it liable to be broken or dis-
abled. = . | --

Upon reference to Fig. 2 of thedrawings, it
will be noticed that the scoop in my truck
does not pass beneath the article to be carried,
but partially encircles the barrel at a point

‘Somewhat above its base. It will also be seen

that when in this position, the barrel setting
squarely on end, the pivoted hook or claw

Sh
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falls upon the top of the cask or barrel, and

its hooks or teeth engage the chines of the

same. Now, when the truck is tipped, it will

be observed that T act upon the cask from two
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points—at the top by the pivoted hooks and

near the bottom by the scoop. Any tendeney
there might be of the barrel to tip is over-
come by the teeth % of the pivoted claw E,
which prevent the upper end of the barre]
from tipping in either direction.

When being transported, the inner or rear
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end of the cask is prevented from falling by -

means of the hooks %, which embrace the
chines and hold the cask in place.

~ In order to prevent the hook from falling
forward onto the floor, I provide a eross-bar,
{, upon which the hook rests when not in use;
and to limit the movement in the other direc-

{ tion 1 provide the side bars, A, with a sbop

or pin, m, against which the crank-arm ¢
strikes. | |

Having thus described my invention, what
I claim is— | |

1. Inatruck,the combination, with a wheeled
frame, of a scoop and a pivoted claw provided
with hooks %, one in advance of the other to
engage the chines of a barrel, as and for the
purpose set forth. - |

2. Inatruck,the combination, with a wheeled
frame, of a scoop, D, and claw E, provided
with hooks %, ecrank-arm ¢, and rod 4%, as and
for the purpose set forth. ' -

, - JOHN E. HUNTER.
Witnesses: |

WM. C. PANGBORN,
C. W. DARLING.
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