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UNITED STATES

PatenTt OFFICE.

CHARLES F. CROCKETT, OF MOUNT VERNON, NEW YORK.

CARPET-STRETCHER AND TACK-DRIVER COMBINED.

SPECIPICATION forming part of Letters Patent No. 322,799, dated J uly 21, 1885.
Application filed April’zﬁ, 1885, (No model.) | |

To all whom it may concern :

Be 1t known that I, CHARLES F. CROCK-
ETT, & citizen of the United States, residing
at Mount Vernon, in the county of West-

5 chester and State of New York, have invent-
ed new and useful Improvements in Carpet-
Stretcherand Tack-Driver Combined, of which
the following is a specification.

This invention consists in the combination,

10 with the handle which carries the stretcher,
of a tubular hammer-guide secured in a lon-
gitudinal groove formed in the handle, a
tack - feeder which communicates with the
hammer - guide, a hammer which extends

15 through the hammer-guide and forms a cut-
off for the tack-feeder, and a finger-piece
secured to said hammer, so that when the
hammer is raised by means of the finger-
plece high enough to uncover the inner end

20 of the tack-feeder, the tack contained in said
tack-ieeder drops down through the hammer-
guide, and that by means of said finger-
plece the hammer can be manipulated so as
to drive the tack home, while at the same

25 time the stretcher serves to retain the carpet
in the required position. |

In the accompanying drawings, Figure 1
represents a front view. Tig. 2 is a sectional
side elevation when the hammer is raised, so

30 as to uncover the inner end of the ta,ck-l
feeder. Fig. 3 is a similar view when the
hammer is down. Fig. 4 is g transverse sec-
tion in the plane x z, Fig. 2. |

Similar lettersindicate corresponding parts. l

35 _In the drawings, the letter A designates |
-~ the handle to which the carpet-stretcher B
1s secured. This carpet - stretcher may be |
constructed of a stock, ¢, and a pronged
steel plate, b, as shown, or it may be made
40 1n any other form, such as are already known
and sultable for the purpose, such stretcher
in itself forming no part of my present in-
vention. The handle A is provided with a
semiclrcular groove, ¢, extending through--
45 out 1its entire length, and in this groove is
secured the tubular hammer-gnide C. In the
example shown in the drawings, metallic |
straps d are used for retaining the hammer-
gulde in position in the groove ¢; but I do |

not wish to confine myself to this precise 50
method of securing the hammer-guide, since
other means may be used in place of straps
d without departing from the spirit of my in-
vention. Said hammer-guide extends down a
little below the inner ends of the prongs of 55
the stretcher B, and it extends up in the
groove ¢ about two-thirds of its length, as
shown. | |

D is the hammer, which consists of a c¢y-
lIindrical rod of iron or steel fitting the guide 60
C loosely, so that it can be easily moved up
and down therein. To the upper end of said
hammer is firmly secured a finger-piece, H,
which serves as a handle for manipulating

sald hammer, and when the hammer is down 65

this finger-piece bears npon the upper end of '
the hammer-guide, and the lower end of the

‘hammer projects beyond the hammer-guide

to a level with the points of the prongs of
the stretcher, or a little below, as shown in 70
Fig. 1. From the hammer-guide extends in
an oblique direction a tube, ¥, which forms
the tack-feeder. When the hammer is down,
the opening leading from the tack-feeder into
the hammer-guide is closed, and a tack in- 75
troduced into the tack-feeder is retained in
the position shown in Fig. 3; but if the ham-
mer 18 raised to the position shown in Fig. 2,
the tack is free to enter the hammer-guide

and to drop down so that its point rests 8o

upon the carpet. If the hammer is then
brought down, the tack canlbe readily driven
through the carpet into the floor by a few
blows of the hammer, the hammer being
manipulated by means of the finger-piece E., 85
At the same time the carpet is retained in the
required;position by means of the stretcher B.

A tray, P, for tacks may be secured to the
handle. S

I am aware that a carpet-stretcher and go
tack-driver combined is not new, and that

~such an article has been made with 2 hammer-

guide, a hammer, and a tack-feeder leading
into the hammer-guide. Such I do not claim
as my invention. - '

What I'claim as new, and desire to secure
by Letters Patent, is— = L
The combination, with the handle which
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carries the carpet-stretcher,of a tubular ham- | In testimony whereof L have hereunto set
mer-guide, a longitudinal groove formed in | my hand and seal in the presence of two sub- 1o
the handle for receiving said hammer-guide, | seribing witnesses. - |
‘a tack-feeder which communicates with the _ |

5 hammer - guide, a hammer which extends CHARLES F. GROO.KETT' L. 5.}

through the hammer-guide,and a finger-piece Witnesses:
secured tosaid hammer,substantially as shown W. HAUFF, -
| 1. F. KASTENHUBER.

and described.
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