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To all whom it may concern:

Be 1t known that I, Wirriam H. BDOHTEL

a citizen of the United States, residing at

Brooklyn, in the county of ngs and State of
5 New York, have invented certain new and use-

ful Improvements in Portable Fire-Escapes,

of which the following is a specification, refer-

ence being had therein to the aeeemp&nymg
- drawings. |
ic My invention relates to a means for saving
life at fires; and 1t consists in a novel con-
struction and arr angemement of the parts,
‘whereby an apparatus is produced which. can
be rolled or folded in a small space for trans-
portation, and readily unfolded or unrolled
for the purpose of allowing it to be held by
persons on the ground for the reception of
persons jumping From the windows of a burn-
ing building.

WIy 1nve11131011 18 1llustra.ted In the accom-
panying drawings, in which Figure 1 is a top
view showing the invention made of canvas
provided with eyelets. -Fig. 2 is a view of

" one of the grooved side bars forming handles.
25 Fig. 3 shows my invention folded for trans-
portation. Fig. 4 is an end view. Fig. 5 is

a top view, made in the form of a mattress,
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with the Supportmg -cords passing anderneath

it. Fig. 6 is a detall view.
Similar letter s 1ndicate similar parts.
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The letter A designates the body, made of

canvas or in the form of a mattress of suit-

able material, double, single, stuffed, quilted,

or not, as may be found best by experience.

When constructed of canvas, as shown in Fig.
1, its sides are provided with eyelets e, through
which ropes, cords, or wire @ are passed to
connect 1t to two side bars, B B, forming
handles. These side bars, B B are made of

wood, iron, or other suitable nlaterlal cylin-
drical in form and of such size as to enable
them to be readlly grasped by the hands of
persons standing on the ground. On the pe-
riphery of each bar is a series of grooves, b,
45 for receiving the loeps of the ropes, cords, or |

‘be enabled to remove the apparatus from the

wire ¢ which extend {from the body A, which
grooves serve to prevent displacement of said
ropes 10ng1tud1na,lly of the bar.

‘When made in the form shown in Flg 5 the

body A.is supported by cords, ropes, or wire 50

o passed entirely under the body, and having

their ends secured to the bars B B 1n the same
manner, as shown in Fig. 1—that is, by loop-
ing the cords or wires around the bars and
preperly securing the ends.

The apparatus thus constructed may be
rolled or folded so as to be carried by a per-
son, or-by a fire-engine, hose-carriage, or other
vehicle, and may be readily unrolled or un-
folded so as to be held by persons on the
ground for the reception of persons jumping
from a window. The apparatus may also be in-
closed in a casing or closet, C, as shown in Fig.
6, located near a fire- alarm bex so that a per-
son sending an alarm from a box would also
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closet and carry 1t to the scene of the fire.

What I claim as new, and desire te secure
by Letters Patént, is— -

1. As an 1mpreved article of manufacture, 70
a life-saving apparatus consisting of a body,

A, connected by cords, ropes, or wires a to
side bars, B B, substantially as and for the
purpose herein described.

2. The combination of the body A, plOVld 75 -
ed with eyelets ¢, the cords, ropes, or wires «, |
and the side bars B B, substantially as and
for the purpose herein described.

3. The combination of the body A, the ropes
or cords ¢ passing under said body, and the 8o
side bars, B, provided with peripherical
orooves b, Substantlally as and for the purpose
herein deserlbed |

In testimony whereof I affix my signature in
presence of two witnesses.

WILLIAM H. BECHTEL.

Witnesses: |
FraNcis C. BOWEN
J. W. LOVERIDGE.
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