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To all whom it may concerw:
Be it known that we, GEORGE W. HODGES

- and ALICE A. HODGES citizens of the United

10

States, residing at Balﬂmore, in the State of

Maryland, have invented certain new and
useful Improvements in Brakes for Children’s

Carriages, of which the following is a specifica-
tion.

Our invention relates to an improved brake

for children’s carriages. The object is to pro-
vide a brake which shall bear against the

rim of the wheels and be applied by a spring
and released by the same handle which serves i

for pushing the carriage, all as hereinafter
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more fully set forth., - .
- The 1invention is illustrated in the accom-
panying drawings, in which Figure 1 is a top
view of a running-gear of a child’s carriage,
showing the improved brake. Fig. 2 is a de-
taill view of the combined push and brake
handle. Fig 3 18 a side elevation of the car-
riage.

The letter A demgnates the front wheels,
B the back wheels, C the back axle, and D
the two horizontal reaches which connect the
front and back axles and turn upward at the
rear of the body to form the push-bars D’
The push-bars are stayed or braced by cross-
rods q. All of these parts are of ordinary or
well-known construction. The brake-shoes ¢
are In position to bear against the front of
the wheel-rims, and are attached to a cross-
bar, I, which rests in two slide-bearings, g,
one attached to the lower side of each hori-
zontal reach D. 'This cross-bar, therefore,
has movement sidewise in its bealmgs A
spiral spring, 7, has one end connected with
the cross-bar F ‘and the other with the rear
axle, O, and the effect of this spring normally
is to draw back onthe cross-bar and apply the
brake-shoes to the wheels.

A rod, I, has two branches, I’, which are
attached to the cross-bar F, and ‘the rod eX-
tends from the said two bra,nches between
the two side push-bars, D’, to the push-han-
dle K, to whiech it is rlgldly attached. A

keeper, {, on the top of the rear axle confines

the rod from lateral movement, and serves
also as a guide for it when moving endwise.
The push-handle K has two eyes or holes, n,

F

hand-grasp.

of one of the said push-bars D', and thereby

the said push-handle has a limited movement
independent of said push-bars.
bar 18 provided with a hand-grasp, p, which
projects laterally, the one toward the other,
as seen in Fig. 1
of two arms at right angles to each other.
One arm, p’, is secured to the push-bar, while
the other arm, p, projects laterally at a right
angle with respect to the push-bar.

When the brake is applied, the push-handle
K 1s moved by the action of the spring away
from or just back of the hand-grasps, but re-
mains sufficiently near them to enable a per-
son’s hand to take over both the handle and
In this way the push-handle

Each push-
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The hand-grasp consists
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may be moved forward to release .the brake-

shoes from the wheel - rims. The grasps p
servethe purpose just described,and also serve

as stops to limit the forward movement of the

push-handle. By this construction and ar-
rangement of the brake, the rod I, and handle
K, the latter serves the combined purpose of

a pusher for the carrlage and a release for the
brake.

In the present instance the cross-bar F 18

straight, and the brake-shoes attached to it
bear against the wheel-rim on a plane level

with the wheel - hub; but it is obvious that
each end of the cross—ba,r may curve down or
curve up, S0 as to bring the brake-shoes e in
contact with the wheel-rim at a lower or
higher point than that shown in the drawings.
Such position of the brake-shoes would be

necessary in those carriages that have the

front and back wheels close together and in
line 80 as to track.
It will be seen that when pressure is with-

drawn from the pusher-handle K the brake-

shoes ¢ are at once applied to the wheel-rim

by the tension of the spring ., and by the

action of the brake-shoes the carriage will be
stopped without giving it a sudden jerk.

A Dbrake device of this kind is useful in
preventing accident to a child lefb in & car-
riage unattended.

Having described our mventlon we claim

and desire to secure by Letters Patent of the

United States—
1. A. pressure- -brake for a child’s carriage.

each of which 1: 18 loo'selyr occupied by the end | having in combination the homzontal reaches
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D, the movable cross-bar F, provided with|ing two eyes, #, each of whleh is loosely
shoes e to bear against the wheel -rim, a spiral | occupied by one of said push-bars, and a rod,
spring, A, having one end connected Wlth the | I, extending from the said cross—bar to the C 3-
CroOSS- bar and the other with the rear axle, a handle, as set forth. -

5 push-handle, K, and a rod, I, extending from | In testimony whereof we affix our mgnatures |
the eross-bar to the push- handle, as set forth. | in presence of two witnesses. -
7 .

2.- A pressure-brake for a child’s carriage, . _ GEO. W. HODGES

having in combination a movable cross-bar,

F, prowded with shoes to bear against the | .
10 wheel- -rims, twoside push-bars, D/, each pro- |  Witnesses:

vided with a laterally-projecting hand- -grasp, - JNo. T. MADDOX,

P, & pu*ih and brake- rele&se h&ndle, K, hav- ! - JoBN E. MORRIS.

- ALICE A. HODGES.
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