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To all whom Tt may COnRCerw:

Be it known that I, JoSEPH P. LAVIGNE, of |

New Haven, in the county of New Haven and
State of Connecticut, have invented new Im-
provements in Ripping-Instruments; and I do
hereby declare the following, when taken in

‘connection with accompanying drawings, and
the letters of reference marked thereon, to be.

a full, clear, and exact description of thesame,

and which said drawings constitute part of

this specification, and represent in—
Figure 1, the implement as opened, expos-

ingtheripping-blade for action; Fig. 2, anedge
view of the same; Fig. 3, a side view showing
the blade as turned to bring the ripper within |

the handle, and also to show the blade ex-
tended to form a screw-driver; Kig, 4, a trans-

‘verse section through the pivotenlarged; Fig. |

5,aside view showing thesquare pivot-opening
in the blade and the round pivot-opening in
one side of the handle, also enlarged.

This invention relatesto a deviee for ripping

gtitched seams in fabries, the object being a
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" invention consists in the construction of the

‘device which may be readily employed, and

without liability of cutting the fabrie; and the

instrument as hereinafter described, and more
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" A represents the ripping-blade.

particularly recited in the claims. S
| It is hung
in a handle, B. At itsextreme outer endit is

formed with a diagonal hook-shaped cutting-
edge, a, and directly back of this cutting-edge

is a transverse V-shaped notch, 6. The apex

of this noteh is brought to a sharp cutting-

edge, as at d, the edge extending forward and

dying out upon the sides of the notch, as

clearly seen in Fig. 1. | o
The edgeais employed to start the ripping,
its hooked point and sharp edge enabling it to

readily enter between the fabric so as to cub

the first stitches and start the ripping. After
such starting has been produced the handieis

" talken in the hand and the blade introducedto
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~ bring the notch b into the seam, the apex d
against the threads, then pressing the blade di-

rectly forward, asindicated by the broken line,
Fig. 1, the stitches are cut by the sharp edge

of the apex of the notch, the sidesof the blade
itself forming a guard to prevent cutting-con- |

tact with the edges of the fabri¢ being ripped.
The handle B is of sheet metal, doubled into

¥
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| U shape, the two ends b'roﬁﬁ oht togethér at thé |

pivot where the blade A isintroduced between -
the two ends, the length of the handle being

oreater than the length of the blade, and s0-

that the blade may be turned entirely within-
the handle between its two sides, the sides '
thereby forming a protector for theblade; and
in order thatthe blade may be firmly held when .

turned to its out or working position the body

6

C of the pivot is made square, and a corre-
sponding square opening is made through-one
side of the handle B. Through the blade -

is a like opening, through which the square
portion of the pivol may extend, as seen in
Fig. 4, the head D of the pivot bearing against
_. _ The end of the pivot - -
extends through the other side of the handle,-
and is secrew-threaded, as at I, and onto this
serew-thread, upon the side of the handle op-

the outside of the handle.

posite the head, a nut, F, is applied so as to -

‘clamp the two sides of the handle upon the

blade, as seen in Fig. 4.  As the pivotcannot -
turn in the handle or blade upon the pivot, .

owing to the square or ancular shape of the
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body of the pivot, it follows that when thus
clamped the blade 18 firmly held in its open

position.

o close the biadé,it is only necessary to un- -'
serew the nut F until the body of the pivot may

S

be drawn from the blade, asindicated inbroken
lines, Fig. 4. -Then the blade may be turned .
into the handle, as indicated in broken lines,

Fig. 3, the handle there forming a protector for
the blade, and when thus turned into the handle

the nut is returned to clamp thepartsandhold

‘the blade in this closed condition.

" As a screw-driver is anecessary instrament

to a sewing-machine, and as a ripper is also a. -
necessary implement, 1t 18 convenient to com-
bine the twoin one. This I do by extending

the blade A beyond the pivot to form a serew-

“driver, H, and sothat either may be presented,

as indicated in Figs. 1 and 3, and whensopre-

I produce a combined implement for ‘the use -
of sewing-machine operators; but the exten-
sion of the blade to form thescrew-driver may

be omitted.
I claim— -

1. A 'ripping-_implelﬁeﬁt : conSiStin§ of the
blade A, terminating in the hook-shaped cu-
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sented may be clamped and firmly held. Thus g
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ting-edge ¢, and constructed with the V-shaped
transverse notch 5, the apex of the V havinga

cutting-edge extending onto the sides of the
notch, substantially as described.

2. The combination of the blade A, termi-
nating in the hook-shaped cutting-edge a, and
constructed with the V-shaped notch d,theapex

of the V having a cutting-edge extending onto

the sides of the notch,witha U-shaped handle,
B, between the ends of which the said blade is
pivoted, and so that the blade may be turned
between the two sides of the handle, substan-
tially as described. | |

-3. 'T'he herein-described implement, consist-
ing of the ripping-blade A, terminating at one
end in a ripper and the other end as a serew-
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driver, combined with a U-shapedhandle, the
sald blade hung between the sides of said han-
dle at the open end, a pivot extending trans-
versely through the handle and blade, the
body of the pivot angular-shaped through one
side of the handle and the blade, and construct-
ed with a head to bear upon one side of the
handle, the opposite end of the pivot screw-
threaded and provided with a nut, F, to bear
upon the side of the handle opposite the head,
substantially as described. - |

 JOSEPH P. LAVIGNE.

~ Witnesses:
Lovuls 8. DAY,
RUFUS S. PICKETT.
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