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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, ERASTUS L. BooTH, a
resident of the town of Mount Zion, in the
county of Macon-and State of Illmms have

5 Invented certain new and useful Impl oVe-
ments in Buggy-Tops, of which the following

IS a specification sufficiently full, clear, and

exact to enable any one skilled in the art to

which 1t relates to make and use the same.
e
occupant of a buggy to quickly and easily
lower or raise the top without touching the
braces that support the same,and without sub-
jecting the said top to dangel of breakage.

My invention consists in certain details of
construction and combinations of parts as here-
inafter set forth and claimed.

Inthe drawings accompanying and forming
a part of this speclﬁcatmn Figure 118 a per-
spective view of a portion of my invention,
FFig. 2 is a side elevation of a buggy-top with
my improvements attached, and Kigs. 3, 4, 5,
6, and 7 represent details of the ralsing and

'10\1 ering device.

f r0prese11ts ashaft extended across the rear
of the buggy-seat. ¢ showsthe hinged braces
for the buggy-top, constructed in the usual
manner,and rigidly secured to shaft f. « isa
lever adapted to swing loosely on shaft f. ¢
18 a sliding projecticn in lever «¢. d shows a
side rail of the buggy-seat, in which shaft f
has a bearing. b represents a vertical surface
on rail d. eshows a side-rail brace. & are
the top supports, pivoted on rail 4 in the cus-
tomary manner.

Fig. 3 1s a side view of lever «.
top view of the same.

In construction the lever is composed of
two parts, one of which, a, is shown in Fig.

30 6, while the other is shown at Fig. 5

Fig. 7 represents the preferred form of shaft
f at the point of attachment with lever «.

A hole, p, is formed in the end of lever ¢ ¢’
to recelve shaft f. Part o is recessed to re-

15 celve part a, and the said parts are held in

position laterally by dovetail formations at o

and 7. (See Fig. 6.) A groove in part ¢’ re-

celves a sliding bolt, 7, to which projection ¢

18 rigidly attached A spiral-spring, s, tends

I5

20

23

Fig. 4 15 a

The object of my invention is to enable an

|

& pin 1n hole gq.

5¢ tohold the end of bolt # in the position indi- |

cated at Fig. 5. A slot, ¢, in part a per-
mits a limited amount of motion longitudi-
nally on the part of bolt ».

Recess ' (see Fig. 7) is formed in shaft f,
and bolt »,by operating in said recess, imparts
the motion of lever @ tosaid shaft.

As the lower portion of braces ¢ are rigid
on shatt f, they necessarily share in its motion;
and this statement applies to the braces on
both sides,as the shaft extends entirely across 6o
the buggy, and the manner of attaching the
braces is on each side the same.

- Vertical surface b acts as an inclined plane
on projection ¢ for the purpose of withdraw-
ing bolt r from recess f".

When 1t 1s desired to lower the top, levera
is raised until the inclined plane b withdraws
bolt r out of recess f, after which the top de-
scends of its own weight. A projection, v,
1s relied on to hold the lever ¢ in an elevated
position, and the top is raised with the hands
until the bolt » engages the recess f’, after
which the operation of raising is com pleted by
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forcing sald Jever down 1nt0 the position

shown,

If at any time it is desired to dispense with
the lever, bolt » may be withdrawn and se-
cured from contact with the shaft by means of
(See Fig. 4.)

It 18 obviouns that by my deviece the incon-
venience of adjusting both sides with the
hands will be overcome.

'To construct the lever the bolt and spring
are placed in their recess and part « slid into
position and secured from lateral misplace-
ment by the dovetail formmations before men-
tioned.

I claim as new, and desire to secure by Let-
ters Patent—

The combination, with a shaft to which the go
braces of a buggy- t0p are rigidly attached, of
a lever provided with a sliding bolt adapted
to engage the said shaft,and an inclined plane
adapted to disengage the bolt from the shaft
by the action of the lever, as and for the pur- g5
pose set forth.
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ERASTUS L. BOOTH.
Attest:
I. D. WALKER,

L. P. GRAHAM.
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