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SPRCIFICATION forming part of Letters Patent No. 321,912, dated July 7, 1885.

“Application filed Janu-ry 8, 1881, (No model )

To all whom it may concern: _

Be it known that I, DAVID J. POWERS, a
citizen of the United States, residing at Chi-
cago, in the county of Cook and State of 11
nois, have invented ceitain new and useful
Improvements in Folding Beds, which are
fully set forth in the following specification,
reference being had to the accompanying
drawings, in which— | |

Figures 1 and 2 represent a folding bed em-

bodying my improvements closed up, the |

first being represented without a top piece

~and the second with such piece applied to the

L5

20

beds in which movable upright head and foot

30

40

45

50

head-section; Fig. 3, a detail section on an
enlarged scale, showing the catch or locking
device for fastening the two bed-sections to-
gether; ¥ig. 4, a longitudinal section on the
same scale as the first figures, showing the

head and foot sections separated and the lever

applied to the jointed side rails, the latter

being nearly down in a horizontal position;

Fig. 5, a similar view with the side rails
brought down in horizontal and locking posi-
tion; and Fig. 6, a detail section on an en-
larged scale, taken on the line # #, Fig. b.
My invention relates to that class of folding

sections are emploved connected by jointed
folding side rails. This type of bed is shown
in Letters Patent No. 276,464, granted to me
April 24, 1883, and my present invention may
be regarded asan improvement upon the said

patented structure. -

1 will proceed to describe in detail the con-
struetion and operation of a folding bed in
which I have practically embodied my im-
provements in one way, and will ‘then point
out definitely in the claims the special 1m-

provewents which I believe to be new and

wish to protect by Letters Patent.

In the drawings, A and B represent, respect-
ively, theupright head and foot sections which
form the head and foot supports of the bed,
and which are made independent of each other,
but separable by moving either one or both
of them bodily inahorizontal direction. These
sections are connected together by side rails
C, which are hinged at their ends to the re-
spective sections A and B, and are jointed or
hinged together about midway of their length,
50 that thiey may be folded upward, there-
by permitting the head and foot sections to

| be brought together, or may be unfolded and
brought into a horizontal position when these

sections are separated for the purpose of form-
ing a bed. The head-section A is preferably
provided with a removable top, which may be
made of different forins representing difterent
pieces of furniture, such as a mirror, book-
case, or any other like article, and these

‘bodies may be interchangeable, so as to vary

the appearance of the bed when closed up.

55

‘The cover I is hinged to the front or foot

section, B, instead of the head-section, as n
my former patent, which arrangement brings
the cover more conveniently inreach of a per-

son standing at the foot of the bed to raise it

up when closing up the bed, and when the
latter is opened this cover falls down of ifs
own weight into the position shown in Fig. 4
of the drawings, where it is retained by a
spring, g, which engages with the cover.
When the sections are brought together for
the purpose of closing up the bed, the cover,
being released, is lifted up, and, resting on the
side rails as the latter are raised, will be car-
ried into place over the top of the head-sec-
tion, which is provided with an aperture, I,

into which the catch 2 on the cover drops,

thereby securing the two sections together.
In order to support theside edges of the fab-
rie, I attach to the side rails, C, at theirinner
ends where the hinged joint oceurs, pendants
&, constructed substantially as shown 1n Figs.
4, 5, and 6 of the drawings. Each pendanpt 18
pivoted to the two sections of the side raill to
which it is attached in such a manner as 10 re-
main substantially vertical, whatever the po-
sition of the side rail may be, and 18 screw-
threaded at its lower end to receive a nut, Z,
for the purposes hereinafter described. The
fabrie is provided with a loop, J, at its edge,
which fits upon the vertical portion of the
pendant, being of sufficient size to move freely
uponthe pendant and small enough to prevent
its passing over the nut . It will be seen that
the fabric K, being attached to one of these
pendants G at each side, will be prevented
from sagging in the middle when any weight
is placed upon it, while at the same time 1t 18
capable of moving freely up and down at this

‘point as well as at all intermediate points be-

tween its middle and ends. The nub £ will

| limit the downward motion of the fabric when

30
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the bed is in use to prevent its descending too
low, and will carr 'y the fabrie up with it when
the bed is fc}lded up, as 111(110:1&(1 in. I‘lg 4 of
the drawings.
5 The f%bnc Ix employed in beds of ths ehm* 3
AERREEEE gfwter 18 ehstlc and in the operation of pre- |
~ paring the bedstead for use by unfolding it
. this fabric is stretched, owing
, . tion of the head and ff)ot _
» quently offers a. cersain amount of resistanee..
0 Inorder to overcome this resistance and ren-

o “der the operation of anfolding the bed as easy

~ as possible, I attach to one of th-e side rails, C; |
. alever, H, which is pivoted to the side rail,
S0 as {0 be capable of being swung  back | 111;
the 1)05111011 shown in Fw
‘when not in use, or to: be swung over into the;
position shown in Iig. 4, when. 1b bears against
a stop or projection, /' on theside rail, so that
1 2o any downward plessme .;Lpphed to the outer
. endof the lever will operate upoun theside rail

o Inan obwous manner to force it down into

. sition,
" lever ;mfly be swung b&ck, as;

- 25

After the rails are down in 1}1&06 the
shown in Fi 1. D,
where it mll be. 01113 of the w ay .Lmd e@nceaied

ﬁmn \m,w .

L10111 Lhe 11}0% demuphon the opm atmné?
§0f my improved bedstead will be re: uhly un-
derstood w ithout further deseription.

obvious: t]mt var lOllb 111(1011'1111(3{11

- Inan earlier application for patent, Set ial |
SRS g\r{).E 94,802, filed DMay 10, 1888, I have shown |
and described somew]mt (11fferent deviees for
holding out the side edges of the tabrie, and
40 have claimed somewhat Lroadly this n'enel.ﬂ |

—-

to the sep%m-g
SLLUOHS, and conse-

| connected to the
“and for the purposes speclﬁt*d SERREREEE 85
2. The combination, with the hu].,d ‘md fﬂUL§ RERRRERE
‘sections and the jmnted side rails connecting
‘the same, of the pendants G, pivoted to tlmf SRR
side: rtul& fmd pl"ﬁ)Vlded ﬁlth nuts kon their .
threaded lower ends,; and the elastic fabric K,
provided with loops 7, through which the!
pendants pass, Substmﬁmll y as. fmd 101 Lhu; |
épurposes specified, '
| 8. The combmdtmﬂ WJth the h ld fmd I'uut%
Sseetmn&, and the ]mmed side rails connecting .
| the same, of alever attached to one of the 51(1@;
rails to aid in forcing them down: into: posi-
tion,: Sul}at%ntmﬂy
:Speelﬁed |
4. The combuntmn mth the hoad 'md fmt 70
556(351@118 and the ]Omted side rails conneeting SRR
the same, of the lever H, pivoted to one of Llw DR
side: I“LI]S and the stop or projection 7’ on said
side rail, snb%taubmlly as mad fm the pmposm EREREN

1 Spmll’ied B |

Of the dr‘unnﬂ%%%

po- |

1t 1s
modifications
- in the details of construetion: may be: made:
 without departing from the principle of my
g 111\*(311’51011 and I ther efme do not wish to be:
. mldelstood as lmntmn m} self stmcﬂy tn the |
]_JIOCISL details shown a,nd deseribed. B

321,912

1Improvement in suspended bed-bottoms. T RRRERE
I do not wish to be understood, tlmref(}re, asin 0
the present case claiming thls improvement @
| broadly, but herein I chm only the: specm‘i% RN
neans for - accomphshmtr thIES result a;s %(L
forth in my claims. o - _
. Having fully deseubed mymvontmn Wh‘LL I 5
;c]aun as new, and desue to secure
Patent, is— "~

1. The combnmtmn w:tth the head zmd fOOL
seetions and jointed su]e Tails connecti ng
same, of the pendants pivoted tothe side railg, |
and the elastic fabric having its side. E(Jf"eh
pendants, Subsi;antmlly .:Lsﬁ

‘IS and I'm. Lho pm pose

DkVID I ]’OW’I WS

W’Itneases
FRANK A. POWERS,
ABE. L. GRIFFETIL.

by Lettel S

the
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