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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that we, JorN DIxon and EL-
VET B. RHODES, both residents of West Baden,
in the county of Or ange and State of Indlaua
haveinvented certainnew and useful Improve-
ments in Trucks for Transferring F reights;
and we do hereby declare that the follows ing is

a full, clear, and exact description of the in-

ventlon which will enable others skilled in

the art to which it appertains to make and
use the same, reference being had totheaccom-

panying dlawmﬂs, which form a part of this
specification, and in which—

Figure 1 is a side view of our improved
track for tmnsfeumﬂ freight. Fig. 2 is an
end view, and Fig. 3 is a detail view, taken

from the inner SIde, showing {he l‘ltChet
mechanism.

Similar letters of 1eferenee indicate corre-

20 sponding parts in all the figures.

Our invention relatesto t1 ucks for transfer-.

ring freight; and it consists in the improved
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constructlon and combination of parts which
will be hereinafter more fully described and
claimed.

In the drawings, A A’ indicate the sills,

which are Supphed with suitable bearings for

small wheels B, Between these sills are se-
cured two transverse beams, C C. Beam C

has an upright, D, secured to its middle, the

upper end of whieh 1s forked and plovlded

with bearings for the small o grooved sheave Ii.

F 1s the platform which 1s provided on its
under side with boxes for a palr of bearings,
G G, the ends of which are bent to form lono

1nht angled downwardly- extending arms, the
lower ends of which are again bent at right
angles and journaled in smtable bearings in
the sills A A,

H is a pulley or sprocket-wheel secured up-
on a shaft, I, which is journaled in bearingsJ
upon the sills A A’; and a rope or chain, J’
18 secured to the pellphely of said pulley
passing over the sheave E and under the plat-
form I, where it issecured either to the shafts
G & or to the said platform, or to both. The
end of shaft I which is journaled in the sill
A 18 provided with a fixed ratehet-wheel, L,
and a hand-lever, M, whichis journaled upon
sald shaft.

Said level M has a pivotedspring- |

The body of the pawl is connected to the short

arm of a tripping-lever, O, by a wire or rod,
P, said tripping-lever bem o pivoted upon the
main lever M.
18 pivoted another pawl, Q, with a spring, R,
and the sill A is provided near the end of the
shaft I with bearings for the shaft of another
hand-lever, S, which shait, uponitsinner end,
has a proj ection which is ad%pted o trip the
pawlQ. That end of the shaft I which is jour-
naled in sill A’ is provided with a disk or
drum, T, which has a band, U, which may be
made of metal. One end of S‘lld band 1s se-
cured to an upright, V, which is secured to
the sill A’, while the other end of said band is
fastened to the short arm of a hand-lever, W,
which has a spring-pawl, X, and a tuppmn*
lever, Y, with a eonnecbmn rod, Y', for disen-
0‘&{]11]0 pawl X from a toothed 1‘1{31{ 7.

From the foreg going description, taken in

Upon the inner side of sill A.
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connection with the drawings, the operation .

of the device can readily be understood. When
it 1s desired to raise a load—such as boxes,
barrels, &e.—to the door of a freight-car, the
plabfm m Fislowered in the 1)031131011 shown in
dotted lines in Fig. 1, and when the load is

placed upon the phtfm 'm all that is necessary

18 to work the lever M back and forth, when
the pawl N will engage the ratchet- wheel L,
and thus at each forward stroke, the shaft 1
with the pulley or S}_)IOC’LGE wheel H, will be
revolved,and the ropeor chainw 111(11113, around
said pulley, the platform will be raised, mov-
ing in an are the radius of which is the length
of the downward-extending arms of shafts G
G/, and when the lever M is worked and the
ratchet-wheel turns, the spring-pawl Q catches
back of each tooth upon said whuel thus hold-
ing the wheel from turning bftelmffud The
1evel M is worked until the platform has
reached the desired height. When it is de-
sired to lower a load, the brake-lever W of
the drum-band U may be drawn and the small
tripping-lever O upon the hand-lever M de-
pressed to disengage the pawl N, and thelever
> being shifted the pawl@will be disengaged
and the load may be Iowel ed gradually bV the
manipulation of the brake-lever W.

Having thus described our invention, we
claim fmd desire to secure by Letters Pftteut

pawl, N, which engages the ratchet-wheel L. | Of the United States-—
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1. The combination of the sills, the cross- | mounted upon bearing-arms, the pawl-and- 15
beams, the shaft having the pulley or sprocket- | ratchet mechanism for applying a rotary mo-
wheel, the rope or chain attached to said pul- | tion to the shaft, a drum secured to the shaft,
ley, the upright secured to one of the cross- | a metal band to encircle said drum, and the

s beams and carrying a sheave, the platform | brake-lever mechanism, substantially as and

mounted upon bearing-arms,and the pawl-and- | for the purpose shown and set forth. 20
ratchet mechanism for applying a rotary mo- In testimony that we claim the foregoing as
tion to the shaft, substantially as and for the | our own we have hereunto afiixed our signa-
purpose herein shown and set forth. tures in presence of two witnesses.

10 2. The combination of the sills, the cross- | JOHN DIXON.
beams, the shaft having the pulley or sprocket- -~ ELVET B. RHODIES.
wheel, the rope or chain attached to said pul- Witnesses:
ley, the upright sccured to one of the cross- JOHN A. RITTER, Jr.,

beams and carrying a sheave, the platform WiILLIAM V. RITTER.
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