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To all wlony it may conceri:

Be it known that I, LOoUISA J. SHELLEY, of
Keokuk, in the county of Lee and State of
Towa, have invented a new and Improved
Guard for Bedsteads, of which the following
is a full, elear, and exact description.
~ The object of my invention is to furnish a
simple and convenient device for preventing
children from falling out of bed, and also for
retaining the bed-clothes in place. To those
ends I make a guard of flexible material, at-
tached on bars and fitted to the side rail of
the bed ina manner to allow of its being
readily raised and lowered, as hereinafter de-
scribed and elaimed.

Referenceis to be had tothe accompanying
drawings, forming a part of thisspecification.
in which similar letters of reference indicate
corresponding parts in both the figures.

Figure 1 is a perspective view of a bedstead
provided with the guards, and F'ig. 2 18 a Cross-
section through one rail of the bedstead.

The guards A are shown as applied fo a
bedstead of plain eharacter, but can readily
be applied to a bedstead of any style. Itach
ounard consists of a strip, «, of canvas, cloth,

carpet, or other flexible material, either plain
| bedstead, substantially as desecribed.

or ornamented, attached on its longer sides to
bars b b, that are of a length to extend from
the head-board to the foot-board. The bot-

tom bar b projects beyond the flexible ma-
terial so that it can be attached at its ends to

t1on.

the head and foot posts directly, or to auxil-
iary posts e, that I prefer to use. When the
posts ¢ are used, they will be attached to a
block secured either ontheside rails or to the
head and foot boards, so as to offset the posts
¢ from the moldings. Hooks, as shown at ¢,
may be used to fasten the posts tothe bloeks.
On their upper ends are knobs, hooks, or
catches f, adapted for receiving and holding

the ring or loops on the ends of cords g, that

are connccted to the top bars b of guards A,
s0 as to retain the guards in their raised posi-
These knobs or catches may be fi
with springs for the purpose of straining the
onards. In Fig. 2 a spring-bolt is shown for
that purpose.

It will be seen that when the guards arenot
required, or during theday,either one or both
can be let down, rolled up, and tucked under
the mattress out of the way. When raised,
they serve as a perfect guard against a child
falling, and also preventthe ¢l thesfromdrag-
oing tothe floor. |

Havingthusdeseribed my invention, Ielalm
as new and desire tosecure by LettersPatent—

The spring-holding device f, and the cords
g, eombined with the flexible guards A on a

LOUISA J. SHELLEY.

Witnesses: |
SARAH WELCH,

CHARLES L. STEWART.
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