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To all whom Tt may concer:

Be it known that I, J. WILBUR SMITH, &
citizen of the United States, residing in New-
ark, Essex county, New Jersey, have invented
certain new and useful Improvements in
Shirts, fully deseribed and represented in the
following specification and the accompanying
drawings, forming a part of the same.

This invention relates to that class of re-
enforce pieces which is formed with a longl-

the shirt-bosom and having a lateral piece at-
tached to the armhole-seam; and the inven-
tion consists in forming an opening in the re-
enforce piece at or near the corner, which 18
formed by the junction of the shoulder-seam
and armhole. This construction secures an
opening where such a re-enforce has usually
formed arigid connection, and thereby renders
the shirt front lighter and more comfortable
for the wearer and better adapted to adjust
itself to his figure, and it also obviates the

stiffness which existswhen the re-enforce piece |

is unprovided with such hole and 1is starched,
as is often done by accident, in finishing the
shirts. It also results in a cerfain saving of

-material when the opening is made at the outer

corner, as shown in KFigure 1.
Fig, 1 shows a shirt- bosom with its ad-

20 jacent parts; Fig. 2, a re-enforce plece with
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opening adjacent to the armhole, and Fig. 3
a similar piece with the opening adjacent to
the shoulder-seam.

The nature of my invention will be under-
stood by reference to the drawings, in which
A is the bosom of the shirt; B, the neckband;
C, the shoulder-seam; D, the arm, and I the
armhole. ¢« is the longitudinal part of the
re-enforce piece, and & is an opening which
has hitherto been closed by extending the re-
enforce piece up to the junction of the lines

C and E, and which junction is effected in my

invention by connecting the re-enforce piece
@ with the armhole-seam E by means of a lat-

eral piece or tongue or tongues, ¢ ¢, which may
153,367 and 236,770, in which straight lateral

e made integral or in one piece with the re-

enforce, as shown in the drawings, or separate
therefrom and united to it, as.at the line d at

the right-hand side of the bosom.
In the drawings, the opening & in Fig. 1 1s

tersects the material on the bias, and thereby
renders the tongue e very flexible and adapted
to yield in any direction to the strain which
may be placed npon it when the shirf Is worn. 53
As the opening b is the essential novelty of
my invention, itis obviousthat twotongues, e,
might be used instead of one, as shown at the
left-hand side of the bosom, and that the pre-
cise shape and proportions of such tongues 6o
would be immaterial, provided the gpening b
were produced by their use. Neitherisit es-
sential that the boundary of the opening should
be a curve, as shown at ¢, as a straight line
might be substituted therefor, although such 65
carve is preferable on account of its impart-
ing a greater flexibility to the tongue when
in use. |
A shirt-bosom is usually made with two or
three thicknesses of material, and the princi- 7¢

pal object of a re-enforce 1s to prevent the

breaking of the shirt front at the point where

it joins the thinner material in the body of
the shirt; and my construction serves as efiect-
ually to strengthen the shirt front where it 7¢
joins the edge of the shirt-bosom as if the re-
enforce were wholly extended up into the
corner lettered C.

The object of connecting the re-enforee with
the armhole is to strengthen the front later- oS¢
erally, which is effected in a sufficient degree
in my invention without incurring the stiil-
ness and warmth whieh arise when the re-
enforce is extended to the corner C'.

In the modification of my invention shown
in Fig. 2, the opening b is formed at the onter
edge of the re-enforee piece, so as to converd
the whole edge into two tongues, ¢, and in Fig.
3 the opening is made adjacent to the shoul-
der-seam C, so as to. form the tongue e at the 9o
lower part of the projection which joins the
armhole. In all these cases the effect of the
opening b is substantially the same, namely,
to render the connection of the re-enforce with
the armhole and shoulder more flexible.- 05

I am aware of United States Patents Nos. |

0o
cn

strips are provided in or upon the body of the
shirt adjacent to the bosom to stiffen or -
strengthen the body at the sides of the bosom. ICC
My invention differs from them in having the

bounded by a carved line, ¢, which curve in- | longitudinal part ¢, which forms an extended
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union with the edge of the shirt-bosom and |

secures a degree of strength vertically, which is
cntirely wanting in the constructions referred
to. I therefore disclaim the said Letters Pat-
ent, and claim my own construction, as fol-
lons |

1. In a shirt, the combination, with the
bosom, of a re- enforee piece formed with the
lon ﬂ‘ltlldlllal part ¢ and lateral tongue ¢, and

_havmg an opening ab or near the JHDCthH of

the armhole and shoulder-seam, and operating
to render the same more ﬂemble, substantially

as shown and desecribed.

2. In a shirt, the combmatmn, with the
bosom, of the re- enforce piece having a longi-
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tudinal part, ¢, attached to the edge of the
bosom, the opening b, formed in the same,

substantially as descmbed at the outer edge |
to render it more ﬂemble and the tongue e,

extended from the part a below the Shouldel- 20

seam and joined to the armhole, Substantlally -
as and for the purpose set forth |

- In testimony whereof I have hereunto set
my hand 1n the presence of two subseribing -
witnesses. |

| J. WILBUR SMITH.
© Witnesses: | -
L. LEE,
THrOS. B5. CRANE.
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