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To all whom it muay concerw:

- Be it known that I, JoserH . HAMMOND,
Jr., of Rockville, in the county of Tolland
and State of Connecticut, have invented cer-
tain new and unseful Improvements 1n Shoe-
Clasps, of which the following is a descrip-
tion, reference being had to the accompany-
ing drawings, where—

Trigure 1 is a plan view of my improved
tongue-plate blank ready for bending to final
shape. Fig. 2 1s a top view of the tongune-
plate folded to grasp the tongue, which 1s
omitted, however, in this view. Iig. 5 1S &
side view of the tongue-plate with tongue in
place. Tig. 4isa plan view of the cateh-plate
blank. Tig. 5 is a plan view of the catch-
plate blank with the fastening-spurs bent
down. Tig. 6 isasideview of the catch-plate
shown in Fig. 5. Fig. 7 is a bottom view of
the clasp with the tongue and catch-plate en-
oaged, showing the relative position ot the
spurs and the manner of securing the plates
to the straps. | |

My invention relates to the class of buckles
and clasps commonly nsed onarticles of wear-

ing-apparel, and it is particularly intended to
apply to those clasps used on overshoes of

the class known as “*arclics.”’

This invention consists in animproved shoe-
clasp, the tongue-plate and catch-plate of
which are made of metal, each plate having
a plural number of integral points or spurs

particularly arranged and adapted for fasten-

ing the respectives pieces to the strapsor like
parts of the article bearing the clasp.

In the accompanying drawings, the letter «
denotes a tongue-plate blank, which is pref-
erably stamped or cut from a sheet of thin
metal, and is oblong in outline,with a central
opening, «, and has on the opposite ends of
the blank the projecting points or spurs «'.

These spurs are preferably arranged with :
their broadest part lying widthwise across the

plane of the plate. Thisblank,in the process
of making the clasp,is next doubled back npon
itself in such manner as to form on the front
part of the doubled plate the projecting arms
b, between which the tongue swings. This
tongue ¢ is pivotally connected to the plate,
preferably by folding the plate upon the pivot

~or trununions common to the tongue, and hold-

ing the latter, when closed, in the position 1il-
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justrated in Fig. 3 of the drawings. The cen-
tral opening, «’, in the blank is coutracted at
each end, substantially as shown, for the pur- 33
pose of giving to the arms on the front part
of the plate when it is folded about the same
degree of elasticity, to strengthen them at
their junetion with the plate and to lighten
the structure. 60
The projections or spurs ¢’ on the blank are
bent downward into a position substantially
at right angles to the plane of the plate, and
when the latter is doubled to the form shown
in Figs. 2 and 3 thespurs stand with a greater 63
or less distance between them lengthwise of
the plate, as shown in Fig. 3. 'I'his peeuliar
arrangement of the spurs or fastening-points
at each end of the blank, and the manner of
folding the plate so that they are brought 7o
quite near each -other on the under side of it,
enables them to serve not onlyas a means for
attaching the plate to the shee, but aiso for
holding the two parts of the folded blank
firmly closed upou each other. This Insures
the thorough closing of the pivot-socket and
holds the tongue against displacement. In
order to fasten this portion of the clasp—that
is, the tongne-plate—to any articie, as to the
strap d, the spurs « are pushed throogh thie 80
fabric of the strap and are then bent down-
ward toward each other, asillustratedin ¥ig.
7. and are clinched flatwise upon the nnder
side of the fabric. The points of the spurs
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i in clinching are turned slhightly downward, 85
and when lying with their broadest portion

across the strap, and being arranged with an
interval or space befween them, holdin the
strap very firmly, with no chance of tearing
the fabric or of catchinginany fabric against go

which they may lie.

The cateh-plate blank e illustrated 1n KFig.
4 is cub from a sheet of metal in like manner
as the tongue-plate blank, and has the trans-
verse opening ¢ for the passage of thetongue g5
of the elasp, and also bears upon one end pro-
jecting spurs ¢, and, cut through the body of
the plate near this end, a single spur, ¢
These spurs are bent downward at substan- |
tially right angles to the plate when the latter 1co
is eurved to the formin which it1s ordinarily
used,and illustrated in Figs. 5 and 6,and these
spurs are used to fasten the catch-plate to the
strap or fabric ' in a similar manner, as al-
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ready explained, of attaching the tongue plate

to the like strap.

1 am aware that buckles and like articles
have been made which have projecting spurs
or parts adapted for securing the said articles

to articles of wearing-apparel, and-such I do
not, broadly, claim.

I claim as my improvement—

1. The 1mproved tongue-blank formed of
o thin metal, with a central opening contracted
at each end and the sharpened integral pro-
jections or spurs on each end of the blank,
which lie with their broadest part w1dthw1se
of the plate, all substantially as described.

2. In a shoe-clasp, the tongue-plate formed
of a single piece of metal folded back upon
1tself, wﬂah theprojecting tongue-holding arms
between which the tongueis mvoted and with
the respective ends of the plate bearmn* the
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integral spurs broadened at the base and lying
widthwise across the plane of the plate, in
combination with the tongue pivoted to said
plate, all substantially as described.
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3. In a shoe-clasp, in combination with a

tongue with its pivot held between the folded

1 parts of the tongue-plate, the tongue-plate
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formed of a single pieceof metal folded upon

1tself, with the projecting tongue-holding arms,
between which the tongue islocated, and with
the respective ends of the plate bearing the
integral spurs, whereby the plate is firmly at-
tached to any article and its parts closed upon

. the tongue-point, all operating substantially

a$ shown and describedl.
JOSEPH C. HAMMOND, Jr.
Witnesses:
GELON W. WEST
BEusTtAcE C. CHAP‘\IAN_.
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