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UNITED STATES I

(UFFICE.
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PRCIFICATION forming part of Lietters Patent No. 821,407, dated June 30, 1885,

Avpplication filed March 27, 1885. (No model.)

To all whom it may ConRceriy

Be it known that I, GEORGE W. WASH-
BURN, a citizen of the United States, residing
at West New Brighton, in the State of New
York, have invented a new and useful Im-
provement in Ball-Covers for Kar-J ewels, of
which the following is a specification.

- Heretofore ‘* ball-covers’’ or spherical 1n-

closing masks or shields for solitaire or small-
o cluster ear-jewels, have, in common with other
similar articles, been made in one or the other
of two ways, viz., with a simple frictional
lap-joint, or hinged and provided with aclos-
ing-spring.

The main objeet of this invention 1s {0 pro-
vide them, instead of with either of such
joints, with a more secure ‘“ double-acting
concealed fastening,”’ hereinafter set forth
and claimed; and another object 1s to pre-
vide, by means of a ‘‘ partial bezel,”” as here-
inafter set forth and claimed, for maximum
~ thinness at the notches which aecommodate
~ the suspending-rings of the ear-wires, s0 that

ihe ball-covers shall be suited to jewel-seb-
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same time for an ample lap-joint at and ad-
~ jacent to the hinge and fastenings, so that the
parts shall be properly aliened with each
other in closing the ball-cover and while the
same is being worn. |
A sheet of drawings accompanies this speci-
fication as part thereof.
Figure 1 of these drawings 18 a perspective
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view of a closed ball-cover, illustrating this
invention. Fig. 2 represents amagnified sec- |
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tion thereof in a central plane at right angles

to its hinge-pintle. Fig. 3 represents a sec-
tion on the line 3 3, Fig. 2. Fig. 4 represents
o section on the line 4 4, Fig. 2; and Fig. 5 1s
an edge view on the same scale as Iigs. 2, 3,
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and 4, showing the cover open.

Tikelettersofreference indicate correspond-
ing parts in the several figures.

The principal parts of this improved ball-
cover are two hollow hemispherical halves or
half-covers, A B, and a partial bezel, C. Said
half-covers may be identical with each other,
and have any preferred external finish, a close
butt-joint, j, a pair of small opening-knobs, &
k,
and 2,

and the suspending-ring aperture ¢, Figs. 1
formed by notches in the respective
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tings hung close to the ear-wires, and at the |
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half-covers, being the only exterior features.
The half-covers are preferably made of thin
oold, with their edgesstrengthened and thick-
ened by internal rims, » . These are prefer-
ably of triangular cross-section, arc soldered
fast,and are continuous, save at said aperture
a, which crosses them. Said bezel C1s per-
manently connected with the ‘‘apper’’ hali-
cover, A, by 2 hinge-bar, b, soldered fast
within the latter at itsupper end, and a hinge-
pintle, h, extending through a transverse
sleeve at the lower end of said bar and sold-

ered fast to the bezel inside, the upper edge

of the hezel being notched abt mid-length to
accommodate said hinge-bar. The bezel 1s
connected withthe ‘“‘lower’’ half-cover, B, by
hook-shaped stud-pintles s s, soldered fast to
the rim # of the latter, and occupying notches
n » in the extremities of the bezel, and alsoby
a projection, x, on the bezel below the hinge,
bent, as shown in Fig. 2, so as to engage with
said rim » when the ball-cover is open, Fig.
5. In assembling the parts said projection x
is so bent to prevent accidentally separating
themn.

The ball-cover is fastened closed by a pair
of “binders?’ or snap-catches, ¢ e, in the form
of lugs on the upper edge of said bezel C, hav-
ing outwardly-projecting bulges, which inter-
lock with the rim » of said npper half-cover,
A, about in line with the transverse diameter
of the ball-cover, so as to keep its joint tightly
and securely closed at all points.

Between the stud-pintles s s and the hinge
b I the bezel C projects when the ball-coveris
opened, as shown in Fig. 5, and to a less but
ample extent for a lap-joint when the ball-
cover is closed, as shown in Figs. 2 and 3, 80
as to align the half-covers with each other
and preserve a smooth joint. Atandadjacent
to the suspending-ring aperture ¢ there 1s
simply the thickness of the half-covers and
their rims, as shown in Figs. 2 and 4, so thab
a jewel-setting hung as close as may be to the
ear-wire is readily embraced.,

Having thus described my said Improve-
ment in ball-covers for ear-jewels, I claim as
my invention and desire to patent under this
specification— |

1. An improved ball-cover for ear-jewels,

composed of & pair of half-covers and a, bezel,
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the latter secured within one half-cover and
connected with the other half-cover by a hinge,
and a pair of binders or snap-catches forming
an inclosed double-acting fastening, substan-

tially as herein set forth.

2. In a ball-cover for ear-jewels, the com-
bination of a half-cover provided internally
with a pair of stud-pintles, a half-cover pro-
vided internally with a hinge-bar and an edge-
rim, and a partial bezel hinged at its extrem-
1ties on said stud-pintles and at mid-length to
sald hinge bar by a pintle parallel with the

former, and constructed with a pair of binders |

- or snap-catches to coact with said rim, sub-
stantially as herein set forth. - I5
3. The combination, in a ball-cover for ear-
Jewels, of a pair of half-covers and a partial
bezel, the latter secured within one half-cover
and hinged within the other at mid-length,

diametrically opposite the suspending-ring 20 '

aperture of the ball-cover, substantially as and
for the purpose herein set forth.
- GEO. W. WASHBURN,
Witnesses: -
- IsAAc P. HUBBARD,

- CHAS. JAMES.
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