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1o all whonv it may concern:

Be it known that I, JAMES HENRY STIGGLE-
MAN, of Lincoinville, in the county of Wabash
and state of Indiana, have invented certain new
and nseful In’lprovementb inSchool-Desks; and
I do hereby declare that the following is a fuli
clear, and exact deseription of the mventlon
which will enable others skilled in the art to
which 1t appertains to malke and use the same,

reference being had totheaccompanying dr "LW- |

ings, and to the letters of reference marked
theleon which form part of this specification.

My invention relates to that class of sehool-
desks in which the seat for one desk is attached
to the iront of another desk; and it consists of
certain new and useful improvements in the
construction of a desk of this eclass, as will be
hereinatter fully deseribed, and particularly
pointed out in the claim.

The object of my invention is to produce a
desk in which the seat will not only adapt itself
to the movement of the body of the pupil as he
rises, but will also,by its own weight in seeking
an equlhbl 1um, follow the motmu of the pupil’s
body as he 1s resu ming a sitting position, the
scat being so pivoted as to be substantially in
place by the time the pupil is seated. By this
construction the pupil is enabled to stand in

“Iis place with a book or slate in his hands,

(the seat being swung out of his way by the
action of his ]C%J and enables him to sit while

~retaining in his hands the book or slate, the
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seat having by its own weight descended into
place by the time he reaches a sitting position.

The object of my invention is, farther, the
pivotal securing of the book-repository or desk
proper 1n such a manner as to admit of a par-
tial rotation of the same, thereby enabling the
pupll to more (,.onvemeut]v select books, &c
contained 1n the same. |

Referring to the annexed drawings, Figure
1 represents a perspective view of a desk and

seat embodying my invention, showing the po-

sition of the seat when the pupil sits, part of
the seat being broken away. Fig. 2 is a side
elevation of the same, showing the position of
the seat when the pupil stands, and also show-
ing the desk proper partially rotated on its
pivotal bearings. Fig. 3 18 a side elevation of
one of the seat-irons. Fig. 4 is a detail per-

spective view of the brace b and leg 5%, show-
ing the manner in which they are connected.

1'he sameletters refer to corresponding pfzrts
in all the figures.

Referrmﬂ to the several parts by letter, A
A 1*ept‘esem the two side pieces or standards
which form the legs or supporting-frame of the
combined seat and deslk.

B represents the board which forms the rear
wall of the desk and the back of the seat.

C C represent the scat-irons upon which the
seat U is secured, and which are provided at
some point near their forward ends with the
bearings ¢ ¢, within which are pivotally se-

| cured the ends of the brace b, against which

the legs &’ bear. These legs or braces »* are
pivotally secured at their lower extremities to
the side pieces, A A, at a’ «'.

dd represent the upper eurved braces, which
are pivoted at their upper ends to the sides A
A ataa,andare pivotallysecured at theirlower
extremities to the seat-irons C C at some point
near their rear ends, as at ¢ ¢'.
braces are curved, as shown in the drawings,
whereby, when the seat 1s moved back by the
pupil in rising, they will operate to draw it up
under the desk I, as shown in Fig. 2 of the
drawings, thereby elevating it out of the way
of the limbs of the pupil sitting immediately
back of said desk.

The seat-irons C C are cast with forwardly-
curved arms ¢’ ¢’ on their lower edges, the free
ends of which are adapted to bear against the
lower braces or legs, 6*0°, at f f, for the purpose
of preventing the seat from swinging forward
beyond its proper position when t;he weight of
the pupil 1s resting upon it.

- I represents the desk proper, whieh is piv-
otaliy secured at points ¢ ¢ on its upper side
to the upper rear ends of the side pieces, A,
the rear end, I, of the desk extending uunder
a strip or board, A', rigidly secured upon the
upper end of the side pieces, A, as shown, the
said strip serving to hold the desk in its prf}per
position and prevent its forward end from fall-
ing below a suitable point. ‘The rear end of
the desk also bears against the back B, which
also serves to prevent its tfront end fmm SWing-
ing downward. It will be seen that by this

construction the forward portion of the desk
may be elevated or swung upward, as shown
in Fig. 2, thereby enabling the pupil to select
books, &c from the same while maintaining
an upuﬂht sifting position.

These upper
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From the foregoing description, taken in | iron C,and braces &7, pivoted to the standards
connection with the accompanying drawings, | A, and the upper curved braces, d d, pivoted
the construction and operation of myimproved | at their lower ends to the seat-irons near their
school-desk will be readily understood without | rear extremities and at their upper ends tothe 20

5 requiring further explanation. | - standards A, and curved in such a manner as

Iam aware that school-desks having aswing- | to draw the seat ¢’ up beneath the desk E when
ing seat and provided witha movableor hinged | the said seat 1s swung backward, substantially
desk have been heretofore constructed, and I do | as described. | |
not therefore claim such construction, broadly; |  Intestimony thatI claim the foregoingas my 25

10 but | | own L affix my signature in presence of two wit-
‘What I claim as my invention, and desireto | nesses. ' |

secure by Letters Patent of the United States,

o, JAMES HENRY STIGGLEMAN.

The combination, with the standards A A of |  Witnesses:
15 a desk, of the seat-irons C C, having forwardly- JOHN H. DICKEN,
curved arms ¢, the brace b, pivoted in the seat- JAMES T. BRODY.
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