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HENRY D. HARD, OF ONEIDA, NEW YORK.

FOLDING COT.

SQPERCIFICATION forming part of Letters Patent No. 321,211, dated J une 30, 1885.
Application filed OGtﬁﬂe;' 16, _-1884_ (No mﬂde].). R

To all whom it may concerwn:

Be it known that I, HENRY D. HARD, of |

Oneida, in the county of Madison and State
of New York, have invented certain new and
useful Improvements in Folding Cots; and 1
do hereby declare that the following is a full,
clear, and exact description thereof, refer-
ence being had to the accompanying draw-
ings, and to the letters of reference. marked
thereon, which form part of this specification.

This invention has for its objects to provide
a light, strong, and durable folding cot which
may be cheaply constructed, and which, when
folded,will be so compact astooccupy the least

possible space, and when unfolded and set up

for use will have the parts so located and ar-

ranged as to give mutual support and strength

to each other, as more fully hereinafter speci-
fied. These objects I attain by the.means
illustrated in the accompanying drawiags, in
which—

Figure 1 represents a longitudinal sectional
view of my improved cot, showing the parts
of the same as folded; and Fig. 2 a similar
view showing the parts unfolded and the cot
set up ready for use. Fig. 3 is a plan view,
and Fig. 4 is an enlarged detall.

The letter A indicates the frame of the coft,

which is rectangular in shape, and 1s com-
30 P

osed of the two side bars, connected at the
ends by means of the cross-bars B,which may
be secured by mortises and tenons, or In any
other suitable manner. The upper surfaces of
the end bars, B, are provided with the long1-
tudinal rounded heads . - |
The letter C indicates the-legs, which act
as levers, and which are pivoted to the inner.
sides of the said bars A, near each end, as in-
dicated by the letter ¢ in the drawings. The
said leg-levers are connected and braced near
iheir lower ends by means of the transverse
rungs D, and about midway between the said
rungs and their pivotal points are connected

by suitable rungs, E. To these rungsare piv-

oted the lower ends of the levers I, which, ab
their upper ends, are connected by the head

and foot boards, the said head and foot boards

serving to brace the levers I at their sald up-
per ends.
the rungs G,
and also serve as supports

which form intermediate braces,
for the slats of the

cot, near each end, when the cot is set up, as

The levers are also connected by |
‘bars and cross-bars connecting thesame at the

will more fully hereinafter appear. The le-
vers F are curved, as shown, so as to throw
the head and foot boards in convenient posi-
tions when the cot is set up, and they are pro-
vided with semi-cylindrical notches orrecesses
&', which engage the rounded portion of the
connecting cross-bars, so as to securely hold
the parts of the cot when set up, as shown In
Fig. 2 of the drawings. The cross-bars B are
mortised at suitable intervals, as indicated by
the letter H, to receive the ends of the slats .
These slats are constructed of light elastic
wood orspring metal, and are bowed upward,
as shown, their ends being sprung into the
mortises and held in place naturally by the
longitudinal extension due to their elasticity
or longitudinal spring. When the cot 1S

folded, it will be seen thatboth the leg-levers.

and the head and foot board levers set in a
line nearly parallel with the side bars of the
frame, and the head and foot boards set 1n
close proximity with the connecting cross-
bars at the ends of the frame, giving the cot
the utmost compactness when folded. When
unfolded and set up,theleg-levers will assume
the position shown in Fig. 2, while the head

and foot board levers will be projected up-

ward and beyond the ends of the cot, the
rungs E falling under the slats, near each end,
so as to afford intermediate supports between
their connecting ends at the two cross-bars,
so as to bow the slats up toward the center ot
the. cot, where the strain is the greatest, and

‘thus support the incumbent comfortably, and

cause the weight of the same to firmly lock

the parts together. . .
I am aware that cots constructed with rect-

angular frames, pivoted legs, and longitudi-

| nal slots have been made and are in use, and

such I do not claim, broadly; but it is evident
from the description given of my peculiar
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mode of locking or securing the cot in a Posi-

tion ready for use that I may dispense with
the bowed slats and use in place thereof either
a2 woven-wire fabric or canvas without in the
least departing from one part of my inven-
tion, all of which has been fully described.
Jeclaim— |
1. The combination, in a cot, of the side

ends, the said cross-bars being rounded to
lock the foot and head Dboard levers, and
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mortised to receive the lower slats, substan
tially as specified.

2. The combination, with the side barsand
‘rounded end bars, of the leg-levers pivoted to
5 the side bars, and the head and foot board
levers pwoted to the leg-levers, the said head
and foot board levers being recessed to en-
gage the cross-bars and lock the parts when

the cot is set up, substantially as specified.
10 3. The combination of the side bars, the
rounded and mortised cross-bars, the bowed
slats, the leg and head and foot board levers,

| and the rung connecting the head and foot

board levers, the said rung being adapted to
support the slats when the cot is set up, sub- 15
stantially as specified.

In testimony that I claim the foregoing as

my own I affix my signature in presence of
two witnesses.

HENRY D. HARD.

Witnesses:
CARL O. HASSELBARTH,
FRANK D. CoLvIN.
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