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To all whom 1t may concer: ,
Be 1t known that I, THOMAS S. BEALS, of

Detroit, in the county of Wayne and State of

Michigan, haveinvented a new and Improved
Vest-Protector, .of which the following is a
full, clear, and exact description.

T'his invention consists in a novel attach-
ment to a gentleman’s vest to protect the vest
from wear or from being soiled. Said attach-
ment, which 18 made readily adjustable or re-
movable, as required, will be found especially
useful to book-keepers,accountants,and others
engaged in writing at the table or desk; but
1t may also be used under other eircumstances
to protect the vest from wear or being soiled.

The attachment is made of or from one or
more pieces of cloth or other fabrie, either of
the same material as the vest it is designed to
be applied to or of different material, fash-
1oned so as to extend for any desired length
or distance down the front of the vest or the
side of the front thereof most exposed to
wear, and provided with means for remova-
bly applying it to the vest—as, for instance,
with button-holes arranged to engage with the

“buttons of the vest. It may be made of vari-

ous designs or patterns, artistic or otherwise,
of any desired width,and with or without a fly
to cover the buttons of the vest and to give it
an extended protecting surface, substantially
as hereinafter described.

Reference is to be had to the acecompanying
drawings, forming part of this specification,
in which similar letters of reference indicate
corresponding parts in all the figures.

Figure 1 represents a front view of 4 man’s
vest buttoned or closed with my protector in
one of 1its forms applied thereto; and Figs. 2,
3, and 4, views in perspectiveof the protector
detached under certain of several other dif-
ferent shapes or forms of construction. |

In Fig. 1 A indicates the vest, and b b the
buttons by which 1t is closed. B in said fig-
ure 18 the protector in its plainest form, the
same merely consisting of a strip of cloth or
other fabric of either single or double thick-
ness, and of a Iength or depth and width to
cover only the lower portion of the front of the
vest, principally or wholly on its left-hand
side, which side and portion would be the
most exposed to wear or being soiled by 2
right-handed person writing at the desk, It

1
1

| 1s readily attached to the vest, with facility for

removal when required by providing it with
button-holes ¢, arranged to receive through =s
them the buttons & of the vest, which buttons
also serve tohold the protector in place. These
button-holes may either be disposed trans-
versely of the protector in the same direction
as the button-holes d in the vest or longitu- 6o
dinally of the protector,or partly inone of said = -
directions and partly in the other direction;
but 1t is preferred to arrange them longitudi-
nally of the strip or protector, as by so doing
and by making said button-holes of sufficient 65
length the same protector may be applied to
different vests having their buttons & at dif-
ferent distances apart. | |

The plain style of protector shown in Fig.
1 1s best adapted to vests which have buttons 7o
b of horn, metal,or other material not liable to
soil and but little liable to wear when ex-
posed. When 1518 desirable that the buttons 0
should not be exposed through the protector—
as, for instance, when said buttons are made of 75
or covered with cloth or other material liable
Lo so1l or wear, then the protector B may be
made with a fly, e, arranged to cover the but-
tons, as shown 1n Fig. 2.

1If desired, the protector, when constructed 8o

without a fly, as in Fig. 1, may be of such

width and its button-holes be so arranged in-
termediately of its width to give it a widelap
on the right-hand side of the vest, as well as
on the left-hand side thereof, or, in other 8s
words, on both sides of. the buttons; or,
agaln, when the protector is constructed with
a fly,as described with reference to Fig.2, then

i sald fiy e, as shown in Fig. 3, may be of a

width to not only cover the buttons, but to go
also protect the right-hand side portion of the
front ot the vest; or the right-hand side por-
tion of the vest may be protected by a suitable
extension to the right of the main body of the
protector,and the fly ¢ merely be of sufficient g5
width to fully cover the buttons, as shown in
Kig. 4. |
There are various other modifications, which
it 18 not necessary here to enumerate; and if
the protector be made of sufficient width to 100
answer the purpose of a napkin, then the out-
side four corners of it may either be provided
with button-holes at said corners to engage
with special buttons on the vest, or be other-




wise provided Wlth means for holding said

parts up co or against the vest.
1f desired, the protector may ‘be made

- cheaply from scraps or waste pieces of cloth
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or material, either of the same or different

color as the vest.
I am aware that a child’s single-breasted

~coat has been provided with a detachable front

piece provided on 1ts vertical edges with fast-
enings adapted to engage two vertical rows
of fastenings on opposite sides of the ordinary
buttons of the said coat; also, that a chest-
protecting vest has been made w1th a separate
front and back chamois-pad lined with cotton

and held in position on the vest by buttons or

fastenings on the margin of the said front and

back pads and those parts of the vest adjacent

thereto, and I claim no such construction as
of myinvention. Inmneither of the above gar-

ments was there a protector for said garment
adapted to be secured to the ordinary buttons
of the garment,and I am not aware thata vest
has ever been provided with a protector hay-
ing a vertical series of button-holes for en-
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gaging the ordinary buttons that secure the 25

vest on the body.

Having thus described my invention, what

I claim as new,and desire to secure by Letters

Patent, is—

1. As anew article of manufdcture a Ppro-
tector for vests consisting of a piece of fabrie,
B, provided with a vertical series of button-
holes, ¢, corresponding with and adapted to
engage the ordinary buttons, b,on a vest sub-
stantlally as set forth.

2. In a protector for vests, a protector, B,

composed of one or more thicknesses of fabric

and provided with a vertical series of button-
holes corresponding with and adapted to en-
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gage the ordinary buttons of a vest, and a fly 40

secured to the fabric to cover the button-
holes, whereby fabric-covered buttons on the
vest are protected from wear, substantially as.

set forth.
| | THOMAb S. BDALS.
Witnesses: | |
PETER YOUNG,
PETER RUSH.
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