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UNITED STATES

WILLIAM H. KELLY, OF NEW YORK, N. Y.

FOLDING BOOK-RACK.

SPECIFICATION forming part of Letters Patent No. 218,991, dated June 2,1885.

Application filed May 6, 1334,
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To all whom Tt may concerm:

Be it known that I, Wa. H. KELLY, a citi-
zen of the United States, residing at New
York, in the county of New York and State
of New York, have invented certain new and

useful Improvements in Folding Book-lacks,

of which the following is a specification, ref-
erence being had therein to the accompanying
drawings. I |

My invention relates to folding book cases
or racks: and it consists in the construction
and application to a series of shelves and cor-
ner posts or uprights of braces or stays lo-
cated either above or below the rack, or both,
the shelves being so attached to the corner-

posts as to be readily adjusted in the manner

hereinafter to be more fully set forth.

In the drawings, Figure 1 is a perspective
view. of my improved book-rack, the brace
being shown as located above the shelves and
posts. Fig.2isan end elevation of the same.
Fig. 3 is also an end elevation, -the brace be-
ing shown in strong lines below the rack and
in dotted lines above. Fig. 4 is an enlarged
side elevation of an end of one of the posts,
showing the brace-attaching mechanism partly
in section. Tig. 5 is an enlarged vertical sec-
tional view cut through a portion of one of
the posts and an adjustable shelf. |

Posts A are attached by means of screws «
to the corners of shelves B in such a manner
as to admit of the swinging or folding of the
shelves, as shown in Fig. 3 by dotted lines.
Constructed upon the upper, the lower, or
upon both ends of each post are fixed verti-
cally-projecting screw-bolts b, each bolt belng
provided with an ornamental nuft, ¢. -

Braces C, constructed either asa plain strip
or bar, as shown-in Figs. 1,3 and 4, or as an

ornamented or scroll bracket, as in Fig. 2, are |

provided with horizontal eyes g g, through
which pass the screw-bolts & b, and are at-
tached to the ends of the posts by means of the
secrew-bolts and nuats hereinbefore described,
whereby the posts are securely held in such a
position in relation to the shelves as {o caunse
the latter toretain a horizontal position.
~ The shelves may be folded forthe purposes
of packing or shipment, as shown in dotted
lines, Fig. 3, by detaching each brace at one
end from the serew-bolt to which it is attached.
A connecting rod or wire, D, is provided ab
each end with an eye, d, through which also
passes the serew-boltd, hereinbefore described.

 venient distances from each other on this rod,
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by which the rack is hung upon the wall when
desired. A 7plain-re-enforce rod (shown in
dotted lines in Fig. 1) may be used either with
or without the looped rod just described.

Each post is provided at stated iutervals
with intermediate screw-holes, ¢ ¢, which, In
conjunction with serews « ¢, admit of the
proper adjustment or spacing of the interme-
diate shelves, as shown in Figs. 2, 3, and 5.

I am aware that folding shelves held open
or in a horizontal plane by means of braces
have heretofore been used. I am also aware
that towel-racks and similar articles of fur-
niture have heretofore been provided with a
cross or connecting rod having loops formed

A series of loops, d, are constructed at con- 55
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thereon for purposes of hanging the rack or

similar article npon the wall; but my means
of attaching this connecting-rod and the here-
inbefore-deseribed braces to the posts of the
rack is, to my best knowledge and belief, novel
and patentable.
ing-rod I do not, therefore, broadly claim;
but |

What I do claim, and desire to secure by
Letters Patent, 18—

1. In a folding book-rack, the combination
of the shelves pivoted to the posts, the rear
corner-posts provided with fixed screw-bolts

b b, as described, the ¢lamping-nuts ¢ ¢, and
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the connecting-rod D, provided with a horl-
zontal eve, d, at each end thereof, through
which fixed screw-bolts construeted on the
rear posts pass, and further provided with
hanging loops d/, as and for the purposes
specified.

2. In a folding book-rack constructed with
posts provided with fixed vertically-project-

ing screw-bolts b at the ends thereof, in com-

bination with the connecting hanging rod D,
provided with horizontal eyes d, throagh
which the screw-holts pass, as described, the
braces C, provided with eyes g ¢ at the ends
thereof, through which the screw-bolts also
pass, clamping-nuts ¢ ¢, and shelves pivoted

.to the posts, substantially as set forth.

In testimony whereof I affix mysignaturein
presence of two witnesses.

WM. H. KELLY.

Witnesses:
BERNARD J. KELLY,
CHAS, ROWLAND,

These braces and connect-
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