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tion of the top part of the button with the base |
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To all whony it may concerm:

Be it known that I, WILLIAM BOURKE, of |
Brooklyn, county of IKings, and State oi
New VYork, have invented certain new and
usefnl Improvements in Adjustable Butions,
of which the following is a full, clear, and ex-
act deseription, reference being had to the ac-

companying drawings, and to the letters of ;
reference marked thereon.

My presentinvention hasrelation to buttons
wherein the base-piece or shoe and the top
piece are made movable with respeet to each
other, to facilitate insertion in orremoval {rom
the button-hole, and particularly to thatclass
wherein the top and base are hinged together
through the medium of ashank. These buttons
are applicable in cuffs, collars, and other sit-
uations. | ;

The object of this invention is to improve
the means employed for hinging tiie two main |
parts of the button, and also the manner of
applying the spring by which the movable
part is held in either the open or closed posi-
tion to which it may be adjusted, rendering .
all the movements easy, smooth, and accurate,
making the partssolidandlittleliableto wear,
compact, and easy to construet and assemble |
for use. - ‘
- To accomplish this, my improvements in-
volve certain novel and useful peculiarities of |
construction, relative arrangements or com-
binations of parts, and details of manufacture,
all of which will be herein first fully deseribed,
and then pointed out in the claims.

In the accompanying drawings,forming parb
of this specification, Figure 1 is a side eleva- |

Jrum

or shoe detached, showing edge of the shank,
and Iig. 2 asimilar view showing the face of
the shank. Fig. 3 is a side elevation ot the
completed button, showing the base- piece
turned up, and Fig. 4 is a similar view show-
ing the base-piece turned down. Iig. 5 13 a!
sectional elevation of the completed button
with the shoe turned up or across the shanlk,
and Fig. 6 a similar view showing the shoe
turned down. Tig. 7 is a viewsimilar to Fig.
5, except that the spring-plate is represented
as being covered by a separate cap-plate; and
Fig. 8is a view similar to IYig. 6,with like ex-
ceptions.

| pin.

In all these figures like letters of reference,

| wherever they occur, indicate corresponding

parts. -

I have shown the base-picce as the part :
hinged upon the shank, and this is the pre-
ferred construetion; but obviously the top
might be hinged, if preferred, or one or both
parts hinged, as when the improvements are
applied upon or in connection with links, ¢
(commonly known as ‘‘link-buttons’ or *‘eufl
links.’”)

A represents the top of the bufton, which
may be of any constraction, and B thie shank
secured thereto. The lower part of theshank ¢
is inclined with respect to the upper part, as

plainly shown in Fig. 1, the two parts of the

shank forming an angls with each other of
degree proper to adwmit the hinged part to oc-
cupy a position snbstantially in the prolonga-

- T

' tion of the straight partof the shank when the

hase-piece is turned down, as shown in Iigs.

4, 6, and 8; but the mapner of constructing

and locating the hinge, as well as the Spring,
might also be applied in case the shank were |
made straight throughout its length.

C is the bottom or exterior plate of theshoe
or base pieceor movablepart. Uponthe inner
surface of this plate are soldered or otherwise
securely fixed two inwardly-projecting lugs, ¢
« @, which hold the hinge-pinoraxisb. These
lugs might be formed of a portion of the ma-
terial of the plate, if desired. The shank 1s

| fitted to enter between these lugs, and is per-

forated, as at ¢, for the reception of the hinge- |
This perforation, as will be seen, 1s lo-
cated very near the lower extremity of the
shank, and when the hinge is completed by
the proper adjustment of the pin the hinge-
axis is located as near as possible to the bot- «
tom of the shoe, and this enables me to make
the shoe of slight depth, so that it will readily
pass through the button-hole. When the in-
clined shank is employed, the lugs @ @ are at-
fixed to thre bottom plate,at oneside of the cen- .
ter thereof, so that when the shoe is turned
down it will rest in the position indicated in
Figs. 4, 6, and 8, in the prolongation of the

| straight partof theshank, leaving ample room

between the edge of the shoe and the lower
part of the button-top for the accommodation
of the material of the cuff or other article.

D is a spring-plate, affixed to the exterior
plate of the shoe or movable part, having a
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tongue, d,which passes through aslot or open-

-Ing In the shank and bears down upon the
Tow er margin thereof, in close proximity tothe.

hmﬂe,-ﬂ,x}s s0 as to hold the shoe in any posi-
This

tion to Whmh 1t may be adjusted.
spring-plate is prefgrab]y made of steel, and
when, as in Figs. 3, 4,
cap- plate of the shoe or movable part it may
be polished or finished in any way. When it
1s desired to employ aseparate cap-plate, as at
D/, Figs. 7and 8§, the spring-plate islocated be-

| neath the cap-—p]a.te, as shown,and the latter is

Tt W

suitably slotted, as at e, to admit of the requi-

- site- movements of the movable part on the

S]J:]Jlllx |

The button so made is of few and Slmple
parts, all easy to construct and assemble, and
the special improvements are well calculated
to answer the purpose or obhject of the inven-

- tion, as previously stated.

)

1 m%ke no claim herein to the mere hinging
of one part of the button upon itsshank; bub

Having now fully described my 1nvent10n |
what I do claim as new herein, aud desire to -

secure by Letters Patent, is— -

- 1. In a buatton of the eharaeter he;.eln set;
forth, the shank perforated at its lower ex-
tremlty the lugs secured upon the inner face
of the exterior plate of the movable part, :-zmd
located at one side of the center thereof,

b, and 6, it forms the

“hinge pin or axis connecting the lugs and

Shank aspring bearinginthe Slot intheshank,

and a slotted cover ing- phte the same bemcr |
combined substanti ally as shown and de-

scribed.

2. In a button of the Gh"LlELGtBl herein set
forth, the shank connected with the exterior
plate of the movable part by a hinge-joint,

and a spring located in said movable part,con-

nected with said exterior plate, and bearing
upon the shank at a point above and in close

proximity tothe hinge-axis, these parts being

combined and arrang ed Subsﬁzantnlly as shown

and described.

3. In a button of the character herein set

forth, the shank perforated at its lower ex-

tremity, the exterior plate of the movable paxrt,

the luﬂs secured upon the inner surface of

sald phte the hinge-pin conunecting the lugs
and shank, the spring-plate located in the

| movable part, and the cap-plate or cover for
the spring-plate, all combiuned and arranged-

substantially as Sh[}*ﬁ n and described.
In testimony that I claim the foregoing I
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haveliereunto set my hand in the presence of 55

two withesses.
W1 LLIAM BOURI{E.

YWitnesses:
JOHN BUCKLER,
WortTH OSGOOD.
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