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To all whom it maly concern:
Be it known that I, CHARLES W. STAM-
BAUGH, of Cleveland, in the county of Cuya-

hoga and State of Ohio, have invented certain |

new and nseful Improvements in Fence-Posts;
and I do hereby declare the following to be a
full, clear, and exact description of the inven-
tlon, :-3110]1 as will enable others skilled in the

art to which it pertains to make and use the

same,

My invention relates to improv ements in
metal fence-posts, the object being to provide
sheet-metal braces pivoted to the post and
slightly curved longitudinally near the points,
so that the braces will spread or separate as
they enter the ground, and provided with two

- sets of stops, the one set to engage the post
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~and hold these points of the braces separated

equal short distances from the post, and the
other set to engage the post at the top of the
braces and pr event the same from spreading

- t00 far.

20

40

45

50

A foarther object is to prowde in addition
to the stops aforesaid, a locking device by
means of which, when the bracesare distended,
by driving the post into the ground, the braces
are held rigid in the distended position.

With these objeets in view my invention con-
sists in certain features of construction and in
combination of parts hereinafter described,
and pointed out in the claims.

In the accompanying drawings, Figure 1 18

a side view in elevation of the lower portion
of the post, with the braces folded in position
to be driven into the ground. Fig. 2 is8 the
same view, but with the braces distended,
showing the relative pogition of the parts af-
ter the post has been driven. Fig
in perspective of one of the braces detached
from the post. Fig. 4 18 a transverse section
on the line z #, F1g. 1. Fig. bis a transverse
section on the line % y, Fig. 1. Fig. 6 18
transverse section on the line 2 », Fig. 2.
A represents the posts, and B the braces.

The posts are light bars of iron, cross-sections
of which are shown in Figs. 4, 5, and 6. The
lower end of the post 18 usually pointed and
twisted a quarter-turn at a, so that its greatest
resistance against the ground will be in the
direction of the braces. The braces are of

sheet-iron, bent in cross-section, as shown in
Figs. 4, 5, and 6, and are pivoted to the post |

| brace in direct contact with the post.

.3 18 a view |

| by the bolts C. The braces are bent out a

trifle near the bottom, so that they will spread
out when the post is driven into the ground.
Near the upper end of each brace, upon the
concave sidethereof, is formed a lip, Es bent in-
wardly at right angles to the brace. Thus
when the braees are secured to the post these
lips come in contact with the post, and prevent 6o
the lower ends of the braces from coming to-
gether., By thus keeping the lower ends of
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| the braces away from the post they will natu-

rally spread apart when the postis driven into
the ground.

When the braces are distended a suitable
distance, as shown in Fig. 2, the top ends of
the braces atd’ strike the post and aet as stops,
to prevent a further spreading of the lower
ends of the braces, and the upper ends are 70
usually bent back about to the line &%, 80 that
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 there are two thicknesses of metal where the
 brace strikes the post, and the strength at this
point is correspondingly increased.

The braces are of similar construction, and 75

are pivoled to the post with their concave

sides facing each other, with one side of each
Each

of the braces is provided on one side with an
outwardly - projecting lip, d, formed on the
outer face thereof. It will be observed that
when the braces are pivoted securely to the
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' post the lip d is caused to impinge with greal

pressure upon the inner face of the adjacent
brace, and consequently when the lower ends
of the braces are extended outwardly the lips
d will be released from countact against the
face of the adjacent brace, and, owing to the
pressure against the sides of the braces by
means of the bolt C, they will naturally spring 90
or be drawn mwa,rdly, and consequently the

edge d’ of the brace will bear against the lip

d, whereby the braces are securely locked in

a | ad_] ustment.

After the post is driven into the ground, 95
usunally about to the bolt, if 1t 18 necessary to

' remove the post the bolt 1s first removed, af-

ter which the post, and then the br&ees, one ab
a time, can be easily withdrawn. - The braces
are usua,lly galvanized after they are formed 100
to render them durable.

The device is simple, strong, and durable,
and can be made at a small 1nitial cost.

W’hwt I claim is—




- whereby the lower ends of the braces are pre-
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‘braces provided with ]1ps or lugs adapted to

1. The combmatmn with a fence- -post, of !
braces pivoted to the post and provided with .
locking lips or lugs, whereby the lower ends
of the braces are held in extended ad] ustment
substantially as set forth.

2. The combination, with a fence- -post, of !

Impinge against the opposite SIdeS of the post,
vented from coming together, substantially as

set forth.
3. The combm&twn with a fence- post of

braces provided withi inwar dly-projecting lugs |

adapted to bear against the sides of the post,

and. having the outwardly projecting -lugs

~adapted to bear against the outer edge “of the
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adjacent brace, whereby the lower ends of the

‘braces are held in extended adjustment, sub-

stantially as set forth.

4. The combination, with a fence-post, of 20

braces pivoted to the posb and stops adapted
to limit the movement of the braces in fold-
ing, and a locking device to hold the lower

end of the braces extended, substantially as
set forth.
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In testimony whereof T have sign this speci-
ﬁcauon in the presence of two witnesses, this

20th day of December, 1884..

o CHARLES W STAMBAUGH
Witnesses:-
CHAS. H. DORER,
ALBERT E. LyNncH.
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