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To all whom It may concern :

Be 1t known that I, FRANK H. PLUMMER,
a cltizeu of the United States, and a resident
of Henniker, in the eounty of Merrimae and

State of New Hampshire, have invented cer-

tain new and useful Improvements in Reclin-
ing-Chairs; and Idohereby declare that the fol-
lowi ingisa full clear, and exact deseription of

the mven‘rmn whlch W}H enable others skilled

in the art to which it appertains to make and

use the same, reference being had tothe accom- |

panying drawings, which form a part of this
specification, and in which—

Figure 1 1Is a perspective view of my 1m-
proved reclining-chair, showing thesame with
the back raised fmd in position for use as a
parlor-chair. Ifig. 218 a longitudinal verti-
cal sectional view of the same with the baclk
lowered and the leg-rest raised. Fig. 3 is a
perspective view oi the chair-body detached
and arranged for use as a swinging or ham-
mock eha,ir.
same. Fig. 51is a detail perspective view on
a larger scale of the leg-rest, illustrating the
method of connecting the latter to the seab-
frame, from which theseat has been removed,
S0 as to illustrate ils construction.
aside view of a portion of the chair-frame with
parts broken away, so as to illustrate the con-
struction more clearly. Fig.7 1s a detail view
in perspective on a larger scale of one of the
arm-rests with its connections; and Fig. 8 is
a transverse sectional view of the head-rest
used in eonnection with my improved reclin-
ing-chair.

The same letters refer to the same parts in
all the figures. -

This invention relates to reclining-chairs of
that class in which the back-frame and a leg-
rest are hinged or pivoted, respectively, at the
rear and front ends of a seat-frame, and con-
nected pivotally by means of the arm-rests, 5o
that when the back is lowered the leg-rest
shall be automatically raised, and vice versa;
and it has for i1ts object to produce a chalr of
this class which shall possess superior advan-

tages in point of simplicity, durability, and.

oeneral efficiency, which shall be convertible
g, a reelining, or aswing-

Fig. 418 a bottom view of the

Fig. 6 18 |

i

|

bearings for the pivots of the leg-rest.
latfer consists of a suitable frame, the side

' shall be so constructed as to be readily dis-

membered and packed in a small space for

storage or shipment.

With these ends in view the invention con-

sists in the improved counstruction and ar-

rangement of parts which will be hereinafter
fully deseribed, and particularly pointed out
1n the claims. |

In the drawings hereto annexed, A A des-
ignate the side rails of the seat-frame, which
are connected by means of tlansvclse metal
straps B B, adapted to support the seat C,
which is to be suitably constructed and up-
holstered and provided on its under side

- with ftransverse cleats D D, fitting between

the straps B B, so as to retain the seat in po-

sition when adjusted, and preventit from slid-

g in a forward or rearward direction.

E designates the back of the chair, the frame
of which is suitably constructed and uphol-
stered. The side rails, I I, of the back-frame
are hinged or pivoted to the outer sides of the
seat-rails A A, ab the rear ends of the latter,
by means of bolts z 3, allowing the said bach-
frame to swing between a ver blC‘ll and an ap-

| proximately horizontal position.

The front ends of the side rails, A A,of the
seab-frame are provided with slots H H,which

may be lined with metal, and which form
The

ralls of which, I I, are provided on theirinner
sides with cleats J J, supporting a sliding ex-
tension-frame and foot-rest, K, the construc-
tion and operation of which need not be here-
in described in- detail, 1t having been shown
and claimed 1n another application. The up-
per ends of the side rails, I I, are provided
with metallic sockets L L, plomded with lac-
erally - extending pivots M M, having their
bearings in the Slots H H, and provided at
their Outer ends with forwardly and upward-
Iy and forwardly extending curved arms or
levers N N.

O O designate the arm-rests, the rear ends
of which are pivoted to the side rails, I' I, of
the baeck, and the under sides of which are
provided with downwardly and forwardly ex- .
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tending scrolls -P P. To the i1nner sides of 1oo

the lattel, near their lower edges, are secured

one the advantages of them all, and which i sleeves Q @, forming bem*ings for the sliding
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rods R R, the front ends of which are pro-

vided with laterally inward-extending studs
S 5, by means of which they are pivotally con-
nected with the upper ends of the lever-arms

- N N, which are provided with perforations to

receive the said studs. The rods R may be
retained in any position to which they may
be adjusted by means of eyebolts T' T passing

- transversely through the serolls P P, and pro-

L TI0

N

vided at their 011ter ends with thumb-nats U
U, by means of which the rods R, which pass
through the said eyebolts, may be tightened
and held secure. Other means for adjusting
and retaining the rods R R may, however, be
adopted without departing from the spirib of

my invention.

To the outer sides of the seat-rails A A, near

 their rear ends, are pivoted a pair of forward-
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ly - extending curved rods, V V, passing
through eyebolts W W, extending transverse-
Iy through the scrolls, and provided at their
outer ends with thumb-nuts X X, or equiva-
lent devices, by means of which the rods V'V
may be readily clamped or tightened, so as to
retain the back and leg-rest of the chalr In
any position to which they may be adjusted.

The lower corners of the extension-frame of
the leg-rest are connected by means of cords
Y Y with the upper {ront ends of the arm-
rests, said cords serving to withdraw the said
extension-frame into the leg-rest frame when
the latter is lowered.

The operation of the parts of my invention
thus far deseribed will be readily understood.
It will be observed that the arm-rests form,

practically, pivotal connecting-rods between

the back frame and the upwardly and for-

wardly extending lever-arms of the leg-rest,

so that when the former 18 lowered the lattel
will be raised, and vice versa. It will also be
observed that the distance between the fulera
of the lever-arms N N being shorter than the
distance between the points at which the arm-
rests are pivoted to theside rails of the back-
frame and the latter to the seat-rails the leg-
rest frame will, owing to the difference in le-
verage, be raised at a greater rate of speed
than the back-frame will be lowered, so that
by the time the latter reachesa, horizontal po-

sition the free end of the former will be raised
above the level of the seat. This feature,
however, is not herein claimed, being, in part,
the subject of another application. An im-
portant feature of the present invention, how-
ever, are the adjusting-rods R R, by means of
which the angle or position of the leg-rest
frame with relation to the back may be regu-

lated, and which also serve to regulate the ex-

tent to which the back may be tilted, inas-
much as the latter cannot, of course, be tilted
beyond apoint atwhich the fulera of the arms
N N and the points at which the arm-rests are
pivoted to the back are in a line with each
other, and thie upper fulcra of sald lever-arms
being adjustable with the said rods.

The seat-rails A A are provided with down-
wardly-extending studs Z Z and bolts A’

adapted to enter suitable recesses and perfo-
rations in the top rails, B’ B, of the rocker-
frame €', to which the chair- body may be at-
tached by means of thumb-nuts D', fitting the
bolts A’. Therocker-frame is of the ordinary
platform kind, and is mounted upon the plat-

form I, with which it is connected by means
of spr mfr fixtures of suitable construction, as

shown at F'. The sides of the rocker- frame
are connected detachably by means of the
rounds G’ G, in order that it may be readily
taken apart for storage or shipment. The
front round of the rocker-frame is connected
with one of the rounds of the platiorm by

means of a cord, H’, of suitable length to pre-
vent the chair, when used as a rocker, from

tilting Lack in case the springs should give

way. VWWhen the chair is used as a rocker, the
leg-rest is connected with the rocker-frame by
means of suitable catches, I', (1llustrated in de~
-tail in the small figure under Fig. 2, and also
‘shown on the said figure,) which are adapted

to engage or interlock with each other, and
which prevent it from swinging out and inter-
fering with the rocking, or the chalr may be
used as a rocker while extended for a reclin-
ing posture.
chair as a reclining chair only, the rocker-
frame is connected with the platform by means
of hooks or braces J’, which will prevent it
from rocking.

When it is desired to convelt the chair into
a swinging or hammock chair, the thumb-nuts
D’ are removed and the chair- body lifted off
the rocker-frame. A pairof longitudinal bars,
K’ K/, having perforations to receive the studs
7 and bolts A’ are then placed in position and
secured by means of the thumb-nuts D’. The
front and rear ends of the bars K' K" are con-
nected by cross-bars LI/, to the projecting ends
of which the susPendinw ropes or cords M are
attached.

From the foreging description, taken in con-
nection with the dmwmgs hereto annexed,
the operation and advantages of this invention
will be readily understood. The general con-
struction is simple, but of such a nature that,
while the chair may be manufactured at a

reasonable expense, it admits of being made

as ornamental and luxurious as may be desmed |

~Asa reclining-chair, the positions to which it

may be adjusted are numerous and comfort-
able, and it may easily and quickly be con-

verted into a handsome parlor or easy chair,

a rocker, or a swinging or hammock chair.
My improved chairis provided with a head-
rest, N’, consisting of a cushion of suitable
shape, through the center of which runs a
tube, O" of Cloth rubber, or other suitable
material or. eombmmtlon of materials. Run-

When it is desired to use the
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ning through said tube in opposite directions -

are a pair of cords, P" P, each provided at
one end with a stop or tassel, and having its
other end attached to the top of the back-
frame.  The said cords retain the cushion or

‘head-rest by friction at any position to which
, | 1t may be adjusted, and it will be seen that by
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simply pulling the projecting ends of the cords | rails of the latter having laterally-extending

In opposite directions the cushion may be
raised, while by simply pressing it in a down-
ward direction 1t may be lowered. When it
is not desired to use the head-rest, it may be
swung over 1n rear of the back of the chair.

- It is obvious that in the manufacture of this
invention it may be found desirable to adopt
various changes in the construction and ar-
rangement of defails. I would therefore have
1t understood that I do not limit myself to the

10

precise construction and arrangement of parts |

herein described, but reserve to myself the
right to all such modifications as may be

15 adopted without departing from the spirit of

my Invention.

In this case I disclaim all matter which has
here been shown, but which has been claimed
1n my application Serial No. 155,068 of even
date herewith; and I also disclaim all matter
1llustrated by the present state of the art.

Having thusdescribed my invention, I claim
and desire to secure by Letters Patent of the
United States—

1. The combination of the seat-rails having
slots at their front’ends, the back hinged at
the rear ends of the said seat-rails, the leg-rest

20

23

frame, sockets at the upper ends of the side |

|

| bolts, and thumb - nuts fitting the said bolts

L —

3

studs journaled in the slots of the seat-rails 30
and provided with upwardly and forwardly
extending curved lever-arms, and the arm-
rests pivoted to the side railsof the back-frame
and provided with longitudinally-sliding ad-
justable rods, the front ends of which have
laterally-extending studs journaled in the up-
per ends of the lever-arms, substantially as
herein described, for the purpose set forth.

2. The combination, with the chair-body,
constructed substantially as deseribed, and
the seat-rails of which are provided with down-
wardly-extending studs and bolts, of the rock-
er-frame, the top rails of which are provided

with perforations to receive thesaid studsand

35

40

43
for securing the chair-body detachably upon

the rocker-frame, substantially as and for the
purpose herein set forth. |
In testimony that I claim the foregoing as

- my own I have hereunto affixed my signature so

1n presence of two witnesses.
FRANK H. PLUMMER.

Witnesses:
AUGUST PETERSON,
WM., SECHER.
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