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(Aodel.)

To all whom 7t maiy concermn:

Be 1t known that I, JAMES T. JENKINS, of
(Clements, in the county of San Joaquin and
state of California, have invented a new and
Improved \Wedge@ut’uer, of which the follow-
Ing is a full, clear, and exact description.

The object of my invention is to provide a
new and improved device for cutting wooden
wedges rapidly and all of uniform shape and
size.

The inventlon consists in the combination,
with a forked block, of a sliding blade con-
nected by a connectmg -rod, with an angle-
lever pivoted in the closed end of the block.
The block is provided with screws for adjust-
ing the gage for the piece of wood from which
the wedge 1s to be cut, and a block is held in
the top of the forked block, against which the
cutting-edge of the blade strikes.

Reference is to be had to the accompanying

- drawings, forming part of this specification, in
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50 screw, M, 1s held, which passes through one [ the ¢jector-wire O, passed through the block A 100

which similar letters of refer ence indicate cor-
responding parts in all the figures.

Figure 1 is a plan view of my improved
wedge-cutter. Iig. 2 is a longitudinal sec-
tional elevation of the same on the line z z,
Fig. 1. Fig. 3 18 a ¢ross-sectional view of the
same on the line v y, Fig. 2.

A forked wooden or metal block, A, has a
grooved guide, B, secured on the upper edge
of each shank U, and between the said guides
a cutter or blade, D, slides on the upper edges
of the shanks, the cutting-edge of the blade
being toward the closed end of the block.
The said blade is connected by a curved con-
necting-rod, L, with the angle of an angle-
lever, K, pivoted at the end of its short arm
in the closed end of the block, and having a
handle, G, secured on its long arm. In a
transverse recess in the top of the block, at
the inner ends of the prongs of the fork, a
block, H, is held, against which the end of the
piece for the wedge takes while being operated
upon. A c¢ross-piece, J, 18 secured to the bot-
tom edges of the prongs at their inner ends,
and through the said piece a set-screw, K, is
passed. A stirrup, L, 1S secured on the free
ends of the prongs and projects below the
bottom, and in one shank of the stirrup a set-

| prong of the'fml-..

The blade D has its bot-
tom slightly hollow-ground at the cutting-
edge, and on 1its top it has a short steep bevel,
«, ab the cutting end and a longer flat bevel, b
behind the bev el a.
a spring wire, O, connected with the angle of
the angle- leVGI ]:t , passes through a IOHﬂlhudl
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nal apeltme P, and projects in between the

prongs C from the inner ends of the same, as
shown in Fig. 2. The said wire also passes
through a groove, Q, in the top of the gage-
bloek R, placed between the prongs C and
bears ::Lgmnst the blade D.

The operation is as follows: The gage-block
R 18 placed between the prongs C and adjusted
1n the proper position for the wedges to be cut
by means of the screws K and M. The thick-
ness and taper desired can thus easily be ad-

justed by lowering or raising either end of the

gage. The handle G is raised, and the piece
of wood from which the wedge is to be cut is
placed upon the gage and against the block H.
T'he handle G is then pressed down, whereby
the cutting-edge of the blade is forced in the
direction of the arrow ¢ into the end of the
plece of wood,which is thus split by the short
bevel a of the hlade.
wood 1s then removed, the handle G is pressed
down still farther,and the surface of the piece
of wood split from the block by the short bevel
¢ 1sshaved off clean by thie blade. The handle
( is then raised, whereby the blade is with-
drawn and the wedge formed 1s thrown out at
the back of the blade by the wire O. A fresh
wedge can then be cut. The connecting-rod
Ii is curved, so as not to interfere with plac-
ing the piece of wood upon the gage.

Having thus described my invention,what I
claim as new, and desire to secure by Letters
Patent, 1s—

1. The combination, with the forked block
A, of the sliding blade D, the connecting-rod
K, the angle- 1eve1 it pwoted on the closed end
of the block A, and of the block H,beld trans-
versely in the top of the block A substan-
stantially as herein shown and described.

2. The combination, with the forked block:

A, of the sliding blade D, the angle-lever K,
pivoted in the closed end of the block, and of
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The pilece or block of
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" and connected with the lever O, substantmlly
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as herein shown and described.

3. The combination, with the forked block
A,the reciprocating blade D, held to slide on
sald forked portion, the stirrup L, and cross-
plece J,connecting the arms of the fork below

the blade, the horizontal screw M, passing

through one arm of the stirranp and fork, the
vertical secrew K,passing up through the piece
J into the space within the fork, and the gage
R, adapted to be held in proper position by
sald screws, substantially as set forth.

4. The combination, with the forked block

A, of the blade D, held to reciprocate on the

arms of said fork, and having its cutting end
beveled, as shown' ab a b, and a gage-block, R,
adjustably secured between the arms of the
fork below the said reciprocating blade, sub-
stantially as set forth.

5. The combination, in a wedge catter with
a block, of a blade mounted thﬂreon a lever
plvota]ly connected with the block and blade
ior reciprocating the latter, and an ejector

connected to the said lever, extending there- !
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from to a point below the blade and'é,dapted
to eject the cub WEdU‘eS substantially as set

forth.

6. The combination, with the forked block
A, of the sliding blade D, connected by a con-
necting-rod with a pivoted lever having a
suitable handle, a gage-block placed between
the prongs of the fork, and screws for adjust-
ing the gage-block, substantially as herein
shown and descmbed

7. The combination, with the forked block
A, of the sliding blade D,connected by a con-
necting-rod with a pivoted lever having a
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suitable handle, the gage-block R, having a

groove, @, a spring ejector-wire, O, connected
with one end of the angle-lever and passed
through the groove, and screws for adjusting
the gage-block, substantially as herein shown
and described.

JAMES T. JENKINS.

Witnesses: | |
JAMES A. ANDERSON,
JOHN L. RaY.
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