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To all whonv 1t may concern.-

Be it known that we, DAvVID M. KIRKPAT-
RICK, residing at Kansas City, in the county
of Jackson and State of Missouri, and MELVIN
J. FRENCH, residing at Preston, in the county
of Jackson and State of Iowa, citizens of the
United States, have invented a new and use-
ful Improvement in Oil-Cans, of which the fol-
lowing 18 a specification, reference being had
to the accompanying drawings.

Our invention relates to oil-cans; and the ob-
ject of the invention 18 to provide oil-cans with
an improved construction of valve for regulat-
ing or checking at will the flow of oil, and to
provide avent-opening with an improved form
of cap or cover.,

With these ends in view the invention con-
sists 1n the 1improved construction and combi-
nations of parts hereinafter fully described,
and pointed out in the claims. |

In the drawings, Figure 1 1sasideeclevation
of an oil-can constructed 1n accordance with
our invention, showing in dotted lines the po-
sition occupied by the check-valve., Fig. 2is
a side elevation of another form of can, show-
ing our improvements applied thereto; and

Ifigs. 3 and 4 are detail views of parts detached.

In the accompanying drawings, in which
like letters of reference indicate correspond-
ing parts in all the figures, A represents the
can,which in thiscase has a conical upper end.

B represents the spout, and € the handle,

' which may be of any preferred or suitable con-

struction. At the upper end of the can is ar-
ranged a feed-opening which also serves as a
vent when the oil is being discharged from the
can. This openingis provided with a hinged
cap or cover, ¢, which is provided at its oppo-
site or free end with an outwardly-extending
wire arm, b, which is adapted to be connected

with the devices for operating the check-valve,

as will be described. .

E represents an arm or lever, which is bent
about midway between its ends to form an eye
or loop, ¢, which eye or ioop is adapted to re-
celve a bar orrod, f, extending across the neck
d of the can, whereby said arm or lever is piv-
oted in place. One end of this arm or lever

extends downwardly within the can, and is
provided at its lower end with a disk, e, hav-
ing a facing of rubber or leather, ¢/, which is |

adapted to close the opening
of the spout B. |

Secured to the inner side of the can,and ex-
tending downwardly therefrom, is a U-shaped
loop, f, through which the arm or lever passes,
and which limits the downward movement of
the same farther than a point necessary to al-
low the fiow of oil through the spout. The
other end of the arm orlever extends through
a slob or opening in the neck of the ean down
to the handle ¢, and is bent to form a finger-

al the lower end

Ppilece, ¢, as shown, which has attached to its

under side a spiral spring, F, which is attached
at i1ts upper end to the upper end of the han-
dle O or any other convenient point. It will
be seen thab by raising the outer end of the

handle the valve will be removed from en-

gagement with the opening of the spout.
The arm or lever K is provided with a short
upwardly-extending arm, (&, adjacent to the
cap or cover of the neck, said short arm hav-
Ing a bent end, which is adapted to receive
the arm of the cap or cover, and thus hold the
same 1n position until the lever is raised or
the arm on the same pushed out of engagement
with the arm of the cap. As thecaporcover

1s attached to the meck by a spring-hinge, it

will be seen that when the lever is raised to
disengage the valve from the opening of the
spout that said cap orcover will be raised also.

In the modification shown in Fig. 2 our im-
provements are shown as applied to oil-cans
having flat tops. lInthiscase thelever Eis piv-
oted or hinged in the neck of the can and bent
at about 1ts center to form a shoulder. The
operation in that case issubstantially the same
as that already described.

The devices for controlling the air-vent and
thecheck-valve are operated by a single move-
ment of the lever, thus making it very con-
venient and easy to operate the same. |

Having fully described our invention, what
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we claim as new, and desire to secure by Let-

ters Patent, 1s—

1. The combination, with the pivoted arm
I, having the arm @, a disk on the lower end
of said arm E, of the spring-hinged cap hav-
ing the arm 0, and a spring connecting the
outer end of the arm I with the can, substan-
tially as desceribed.

2. The combination, with an oil-can, of ale-
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ver bent at about its center to form an eye or | In testimony that we claim the foregoing as -
- loop, a disk on the lower end of said lever, | our own we have hereto aff Xed our swnatmes 10
forming a check-valve, a bracket for 11m1t1nn 1in: presence. of two witnesses. |

... the downward movement of thelever, a spring , DAVID MARION KIRKPATRICK.
-5 connecting the outer end of the lever with the o S MDLVIN JOSEPH FRENCH.
- can, a spring-hinged cap, ashort arm on the - W’:atneqsos e
. -Same, and an arm on 1]1@ levu conn ccted there- | W, J, STRO"\G

~with, as set forth. S . V. @UA]_’.LES.
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