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Yo all whom it may concerm: |

Be it known that I, HENRY T. BEAM, a citi-
zen of the United States, residing at Pales-
tine, in the county of Crawford and State of
Illinois, have invented certain new and use-
ful Impl ovements 1n Car-Couplings, of which
the following is a specification, reference be-
ing bad therein to the accompanying draw-
ings.

1'his inventionrelates to car-couplings; and
1t consistsin certain improvementsin the con-
struction of the same, hereinafter described,
and specifically set forth in the claim.

Like letters represent like parts in both
figures.

Figure 11s a longitudinal section of my im-
proved coupler, and Fig. 2 is a plan view of
the same.

In the drawings, A represcnts the draw-
head. It 1s provided with a vertical slot, «,
for the insertion from the top of a hook-
shaped coupling-pin, B. This hook-shaped |
pin B 1s pmmded with a beveled lip or pro-
jection, B’, at the fore end, to engage under !
a shoulder, A’, formed within the mouth of
the draw-head, and prevent the escape of the
pin B.

Within the bottom of the opening of the
draw-head is a shoulder, A% with its down-
ward side parallel with the face of the hooked
pin B’ so that when cars are coupled and in
motion the hooked pin fits snugly against the
inner faces, A" A of the draw-head, and the
lip B’ acts as a key to hold the pin locked in
position.

The rear end, B, of the pin B is rounded,
and fits 100“-=er in a groove, A% at the inner

|

end of the chamber of the dla,w head, and 18
provided with an overhanging shelf, Aﬁ, that

prevents the pin from jumping out of the
draw-head.

"Within the funnel-shaped bottom of the
draw-head is a small hole, a¢°, to allow rain or
melted snow to escape.

b 1s a chain used in raising the pin for un-
coupling from the top of a car, and C1s a key
nmounted upon a rod, ¢, pivoted in bearings
passing through the draw-head. -Thisrod has
a handle at each end, by which means the key
18 easily operated from the sides of the car.

(’ is a rest projecting within the groove a,
to keep the free end of the key upward and

out of the way of the incoming link D.

The pin B can be easily removed from the
draw-head, as it is not attached thereto.

I am aware that car-couplers have Deen
provided with a hooked coupling-pin having
its rear end mounted upon a transverse rod,
and a pivoted arm placed thereunder to 111t 1t,
and that the hooked pin of others has been
placed loosely within the draw-head and made
to bear at its front and rear end against shoul-
ders therein, and I do not claim, broadly, car-
couplers having the above construction.

Having fully described my invention, what
I elaim 18—

The combination of a hook-shaped pin, I3,
lying loosely within a draw-head, a key, C, piv-
oted to the draw-head under the pin B and

a draw-head provided with a rest to suppmt
the key, substantially as and for the purpose
described.

In testimony whereof I a

1n presence of two witnesses.
HENRY T. BEAM.
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ix my signature

Witnesses:
I, 1. M ASSON,
W. B. MAssoN.
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