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To all whomnv it may conceri: |

Be 1t known that I, OGDEN MALLORY, of
Auburn, county of Placer, and State of Cali-
fornia, have invented an Improvement in
Trace-Buckles; and 1 hereby declare the fol-
lowing to be a full, clear, and exact deserip-
tion thereoi. -

My invention relates to that class of buckles
used to connect the trace with the hame-tug;
and my invention consists, broadly, in the
combination, in a single buckle, of devices for

- engaging and holding the trace, and for engag-
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ing directlyand holding a strap at right angles

tothetrace, and which forms a continuous sad-
dle and belly strap for one side of the harness,
or the billet of either the saddle or belly strap
for the other side of the harness.

My invention further consistsin thearrange-
ment and construction of the plates and links
hereinafter described, by which these resulits
are effected, and also by which the buckle
may be made to answer, when desirable, the
single purpose of connecting the trace to the
hame-tug, all of which I shall hereinatter fully

explaln.
The object of my invention is to provide a

buckle which 1s adapted not only to engage

the trace and secure it to the hame-tug, but
also to direcily engage a strap at right angles
to the trace, and extending above and below
it, said strap, as I have before mentioned, be-
ing either a continuous or combined saddle or

pad strap and belly-strap, or the billet of
either strap, according to which side of the |

harness it may be on. The advantage of this
provision I shall hereinatter explain.

Referring to the accompanying drawings,

igure 1 is a perspective view of the plate A
and linlkk B. Fig. 2 is a perspective view of
the plate B and link C. Fig. 3 IS a perspec-
tive view of the buckle, showing 1ts applica-
ticn. Fig. 41s a perspective view of a modi-
fied buckle. |

A is the inner plate. It consists of a cen-
tral body-piece, «, side pieces, ¢, and ears ¢
at the front, having elongated slots «°. Be-
tween the side pieces and the body-piece are
formed slots ¢°, for the reception of the appro-
priate strap. The side pieces do not lie in the

50 same plane with the body-piece, and therefore
the slots have a depth which permits the strap

to pass through in a straight position, Jying in
front of the body-piece and behind the side
pleces.
tongues, @', for engaging the strap. These
tongues are preferably to be placed on the
edges of the body-piece, so as to be above or
below the trace, or both above and below, as
here shown, whereby they do not interfere
with the free working of the trace. Theyare
to engage their own strap and not the trace.

- B is the outer plate, consisting of a straight
flat piece provided on its sides with angle-
flanges b, extending inwardly,a lip, /', on its
forward end, with shoulders 2% a tongue, 0’
on the inner side of thelip, a transverse sock-
et, 0%, and a loop, 0% at its rear end. In the

socket b'is pivoted the link C, the legs of

which are provided with cross feet or lugs c.
D is a link having on its sides the bearing-
lugs d. TFisthe hame-tug; F, is the trace, and
(G is a strap which may be considered as a
continuous or combined saddle and belly strap,
or the billet of either. The link D is pivoted
in a loop in the rear end of the hame-tug, and
its bearing-lugs d areloosely mounted or piv-
oted in the elongated slots ¢’ in the ears a* of
the inner plate, A. The legs of the link C
are passed in through theside slots, ', of said
plate, and the cross feet or lugs ¢ of said link
engage from behind in the rear ends of said
slots, whereby the said link is pivoted and
forms a double pivot connected bebtween the
plates A. B. The strap G 18 passed down
through the slots ¢’ of plate A, and 1ts holes
are engaged by the tongues a'. The trace
passes through the link Cand between the rear
ends of the two plates, its sides being em-
braced by the flanges b of the outer plate. It
lies just outside and upon the strap G, is en-
oaged by the tongue ¥’ of plate B, and thence
passes through the keeper of the hame-tug.
The link D is then turned over upon the lip
b of plate B, being limited by the shoulders
%, and the various engagements are complete.
Both the trace and the strap G lie perfectly
straight, and there is no tendency to kink. A
force tending to separate the trace and hame-
tug has the following effect: Because of the
engagement of tongue O* with the trace and
the attachment of link D to the hame-tug, the
plates A B strive to move in opposite direc-

On the body-piece are one or more
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. 5 the clamping effect. Such isthe general op- | link D, having side bearing-lugs, 4, loosely

oo so-himited by its eross-bar. ] outer plate, B, formed with side flanges; ,a ==

. Theactionof the buckle is thesame as in the | lip, ¥, with a bed

Patent, is— | 1n the slotted ears of plate A, said link being

1. A trace-buckle comprising the inner | adapted to fit over the lip b’ of plate B and

jo plate, A, the outer plate, B, the link C, piv- | rest in the bed-grooved®, substantially as here-
- oted in therearendof the outer plate, embrac- | in deseribed. | |

'1ng the trace and engaging the rear of the in- In witness whereof I have hereunto set my go
ner plate, and the link D, pivoted in the hame- | hand. |
tug and forward end of the outer plate and em- NTYTN T -
45 bracing said outer plate, substantially as here- - : OGDEN MALLORY'
in described. Witnhesses: |
2. In a trace-buckle, the slotted inner plate, - J. W, SMmitd,
- A, havingslotted ears«® at its forward end,and W, 8. GRAHAM.
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