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GCPECIPICATION forming part of Lietters Patent No.318,562, dated May 26, 1885.

Appliuﬁtinn filed March 20,

1835. (No model.)

To all whom it may concerz: | ‘

Be it known that I, ApAam HUMMER, of the
city and county of San Francisco, State of
California, have invented an Improvement in
Boot and Shoe Shanks; and I hereby declare
the following to be a full, clear, and exact de-
seription of the same.

My invention relates to an improved metal
shank for boots and shoes; and it consists of a
steel plate baving its front end made broad and
thin, the sides curved and narrowed into a
shank or body,whiech is correspondingly thick-
ened in its central portion, this shank being
again expanded and having a thin circular
plate within the heel of the boot or shoe, the
form of the wholeshank being sach that 1t con-
forms to the line of the nails or stitches which
pass through the leather just outSIde of the
edges of the shank.

Refeulnﬂ to the accompanying drawings
for a more complete explanation of my inven-
tion, Figure 118 a view of the shank. Fig. 2
shows the shank in place upon the insole.

A. 18 the central body or shank. B i1sthe for-
ward end, and C the rear end. The forward
end is drawn out thin and broad, following
closely the shape of that portion of the shoe-
sole which is beneath the rear of the ball of
the foot, and it may have holes b, by which it
13 fir mly secured to the insole. The rear end,
C, is also made thin, and is preferably made |
circular, having holes ¢ around 1ts edges, by
which 1t 1s secured to the insole. The body or
connecting portion A of theshank hasits cen-
ter thickened up, as shown at ¢, its width be-
ing correspondingly narrower where 1t passes
through the narrowed portion of the shank of
the shoe.

The shape of this whole device is such that

it lies just within thelines of stitching ornails |

by which the outer soles are secured to the
insole, and the edges are drawn down so thin |

that when the leather is stitched together the
shank will be held very firmly in place, and
no filling pieces or strips of leather or other
material are necessary to Dbe applied upon
either side of it.

The broad front portion and rear portion
serve to hold the body of the shoestraight and
in connection with the thickened unltmﬂ or
central portion, A, to prevent it from thbt
ing, also prev‘ent-ing breakage of the sole.

By forming the shank with its broad ends
and thickened center in the shape of the sole
as I have shown I am enabled to hold 1t very
firmly in its place without the use of supple-
mental filling-pieces, to more perfectly resist
the tendency to twist in different places when
strains are brought upon it, and at the same
time to give 1t Sufﬁcleut str encrth bo resist tor-
sion. -

Having thus described my invention,what I
claim as new, and desire to secure by Letters
Patent, 1s—-

1. A metallic shank for boots or shoes, hav-
ing the front end made broad and thin, with
its edges conforming to the lines of stitehing
for the sole, a centr fllly -thickened shank, and
a circular rear end fitting within theheel con-
forming in shape to the lines of stiteching, 'sub-
stantially as herein described.

2. A metallic boot and shoe shank having
its outlines conformiug with the interior lines
of stitehing of the soles, the central portion
being thickened, and the front and rear ends

| being drawn broad and thin and perforated

with holes, by which they may be secured to
the insole, substantially as herein described.

In witness whereof I have hereunto set my -

hand.
ADAM HUMMER.
Witnesses: | |
S. H. NOURSE,
H. C. LEE.
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