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(Tﬂ model.)

To all whom it may concern:

Be 1t known that I, BraNcA BLENKER, a
citizen of the United States, and a resident
of New York city, in the county of New York
and State of New York, have invented a cer-
tain new and useful Improved Bustle, of which
the following is a specification, reference be-
ing bad to the accompanying drawings, in
which—

Figure 1 represents a top plan view of the
invention. Xig. 2 represents a vertical eross-
section of the inventionon the line #  of Fig.
1. Kig. 3 represents a vertical longitudinal
section of the invention.on the line 2" & of
Fig. 1.

-~ My improved bustle possesses the follow-
1ng advantages: first, they do not lose their
shape consequent UpoN Pressure,as the metal-
framed reed and ruffled bustles do; second,
they do not wear the dress of the usel thlrd
they are more durable; and, fourth, by the em-
ployment of the small removable bustle I can
in & moment adapt the same bustle to be used
with garments differing in style and mate-
rial, thus enabling the wearer to give the de-
sired shape to the dress-skirt irrespective of
1ts material and ot the manner in which 1t has
been made or trimmed.

In the drawings, A represents a flat bag-
like structure made of linen or other suitable
fabrie. It is cut from the material of which
1t 15 made preferably in three pieces. The
bottom piece, «, 1s of substantially the outline
and size desired for the bustle. The upper
part & is preferably composed of two pileces,
b and 0°, united at about the center of the
bustle 011 the line ¢, and their ageregate width
and length is somewhat greater than the width
and 1exlgth of the under piece, . Thisis done
so that when the bag is filled with hair or
equivalent material, as hereinafter set forth,
the under piece «, being smaller 1n all di-
mensions than the upper pieces, b'6°,combined,
the bustle will maintain 1ts rounded oval

shape or conecavo-convex form, and however
much it may be crushed 1t will speedily re-
gain 1ts proper form.

At the upper end of the bustle a waistband,
C, with ends ¢ ¢, 18 provided, which ends joln
in front, or otherwise serve to hold the bustle
in place.

The bustle-bag thus formed is filled with
any suitable light and elastic material, pret-

erably very tounh and elastic hair, and I pre-

fer to tack the b&g here and there, as shown
at d d, the Dbetter to keep the hair or other
filling in place.

The bustle described may be made 1In any

desired outline, and of any desired degree of

fullness; but I prefer to cut the pleces S0 and
b of this part of the bustle of such size and
shape and unite them to each other and to
the bottom piece, a, so that the resulting bus-
tle will be what may be termed a ‘‘low bus-
tle”’ as distinguished from a high one, so that
this part of my bustle may be used as a com-
plete bustle with satisfactory results, with a
dress which, having considerable drapery or
fullness in the back, just below the waist, re-
guires but little projection or bustle ettect ab
the waist, but does require such effect further
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down on the skirt; and in order that the same

bustle may be used advantageously and satis-
factorily with a dress which, having but little
drapery at the waist, does require fullness at
that part to give it the necessary projection,

I providea smaller removable bustle, ¥,which

is in effect a complete, although small buqtle
1n 1tself, superimposed upon the]owel Or maln
bustle. This small bustle is made in the same
manner as the main bustle,with the exception
that it has no waist strings or belt; but in
place thereof a button-hole band, f, at 1ts up-
per part, in which are formed button holes,

“which engage with the buttons ¢ g, &c., or

their equivalent, fastened at or near the bamd
of the main bustle. I also prefer to form one
or more button-holes in any suitable manner

at or near the lower end of the additional

small bustle, as seen at &, by which 1ts lower
end may be retained in place upon the main
bustle, the button n being, of course, sewed to
the main bustle. Thus it will be seen that
thig additional small bustle may be attached
or detached in a moment from the main bus-
tle at the will of the wearer.

If desired, more than one additional bustle
may be used,superimposed one upon the other.

1 do not limit myself to the precise mate-
rials used, nor to the details of construction,
since they may be somewhat departed from

| and still my invention be employed. Ior 1n-

SO

90 .

93

100




2 o - 318536

SRR -Staﬂcez the upper piece b may be: made. all 1n - per piece ofcloth,theunder plece'b%emg'smaller g i
.. ... . ... onepiece, instead of the two pieces d’ and b% | in all dlmensmns than the upper piece, said 1
B T R :u:nlted_toﬂ‘ethbr also, hooksorany otherequiv- { pieces being united at their edges, and a suit-
oo ooalent _dev.lces may bﬁ_uged instead of the but- | able waistband attached to th;e' 'upper edges
S 5 tons g g and &, and the tacking d d may be | thereof, and a smaller Supenmposed bust]e R
... ... omitted; also, ‘the small upper bustle may be ‘detachably attached to the main bustle, sub- 20
SRR T I PR I -p-ermaﬂently Sewed to:the band, and thus con- - stantlallv as and for the purposes'set'fomh R f SRR
.. .. .. stitute a permanent part of the bustle; but | - Signed at New York, in the county of New: = 5
oo oo this method fails to possess the peculiar qual-z 5 Y{Jlk and State of 'NGW Y{}"k' th-lS- 1-8th- d&y Of' R
;;;;g;;;;g;;z;g:ﬁ;;m=1ty_0f_adaptmgthebustletodressesofdlﬁ'el-é% December A D. 1884, v e
o . . . _ _ eﬂtstyles &G ........... BIAVGA_ BLEVKDR o
T :--.-_-;-_-s-;-.Hamngdeserlbed my invention, I claim— | Wltnesses o
.. 'TI'he described adjustable bustle, composed SRR :WALTERH ORITTDNDEN
. .+ . ... . of amain bustle formed ofanunder and up-4| - JOHW J. (JAULDWVELL'"”
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