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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, Hugm H. V. LILLEY,
of Milford, county of Worcester, State of
Massachusetts, have invented an Improve-

5 ment 1n Key-Rings, of which the following de-
seription, in connection with the accompany-
ing drawings, is a specification, like letters
on the drawings representing like parts.

This invention has for its object the pro-

1o duetion of a simple and efficient ring upon
which keys may be easily and quickly applied,
and from which keys may be as easily re-
moved, the ring also being constructed to
serve the purpose of a tag or name-plate.

15 My improved ring is composed of two metal
segments of ring, secured to each other in such
manner as to enable one end of one segment
to cover the gap between the ends of the other
segment, as will be deseribed.

Figure 1 represents one side of a ring em-
bodying my invention, a key being shown in
dotted lines as about to be taken off; Fig. 2, a
view of the opposite face of the ring, a key
being about to be applied; and Fig. 3 is an
25 edge view of the ring. |
| My improved ring is composed of two metal
segments, ¢ 6, of uniform thickness or flat at
both sides. The segnent « is composed, pref-
erably, of tempered steel, stiff and strong.
The segment d is composed, preferably, of soft
1Iron, riveted at ¢ ¢ to the steel segment «, the
end 2 of the segment b (see Fig. 2) overlap-
ping the gap or space between the endsof the

- segment a. (See Figs. 2 and 3.) The seg-
35 ment b, being of soft metal,may be stamped to
designate one’s name or residence, so that the
ring, if lost, may be returned to its rightfal
owner.

If both segments were of tempered steel,
the ring could not be economically and easily
marked to serve the purpose of a tag, and if
both were of soft iron the ring would not pos-
sess the requisite spring; but a tempered-steel
segment and soft -1ron segment attached to-
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45 gether possess the advantages of being suffi- |

ciently rigid, and at the same time is capable
of being marked.

With two segments, the end of one overlap-
ping the gap orspace between the ends of the
other, as shown, the kay to be taken fromthe so
ring will be laid in the space between the
ends of the ring ¢ and against the overlapping
end of the segment b, and the key will be
pressed down, (see Fig. 1, where the key is
shown in dotted lines,) pressure of the key up- 55
on the end of the said segment b removing the
end of the segment from contact with the tem-
pered-steel segments «, leaving a space be-
tween the two segments for the passage of the
key. - |
Iig. 2shows the reverse side of the ring with
a key 1n position to be applied.

As waterial for the production of the seg-
ments 1 may flatten untempered steel wire,
the flattening of the wire giving to it great 653
stiffness.

I claim—

1. As an improved article of manufacture,
a key-ring composed of twoindependent metal
segments rigidly attached to each other side
by side, substantially as described, theend of
one segment overlapping the space left be-
tween the ends of the other segment, all sub-
stantially as set forth.

2. In a key-ring, two flattened metallicseg- 75
ments, one of steel, the other of soft metal,
united together, one end of one segment over-
lapping one end of the other segment, the
open space between the ends of each segment
coming opposite a portion of the other seg-
ment, and forming a space for the application
of the key to the ring, substantially as de-
scribed. |

In testimony whereof I have signed my name
to thisspecification in the presence of two sub- 8

scribing witnesses.
HUGH H. V. LILLEY.
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Witnesses:
J. C. SOULE,
CHARLES T. WALKER.
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