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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, WILLIAM S. BOWIE, of
Gardiner, county of Kennebeg, State of Maine,
have invented an Improvement in Harness,
of which the following deseription, in connec-
tion with the accompanying drawings, 1S a
specification, like letters on the drawings rep-
resenting like parts.

This invention inharness relatesto driving-
reins of the class wherein one end of the rein
is attached to the check-hook or other part of
the harness back of the bridle. In accord-
ance with my invention the ring or cheek-
piece of the bit has a rein-receiving slot, into
and from which the rein provided with oneor
more stops may be inserted laterally or edge-
wise. ~

My invention consists 1n a bit the ring or
cheek-pieces of which are provided with an
open slot, into which the driving-rein may be
inserted laterally or edgewise, the rein resting
in the said slot while driving; also in a bit
having rings or cheek-pieces provided with
open slots, combined with a continuous driv-
ing and check rein provided with one or more
stopsto co-operate with thesaid ringsor cheek-
pieces, as will be described.

Figure 1 representsthe head of a horse with
my improved bit and reins applied. Fig. 2
shows one end of the bit enlarged, and Fig. 3
a part of the driving-rein enlarged.

The bit has a bar, ¢, at each end of which
is a ring or cheek-piece, b, which is bent or
fashioned, as at b ¢ ¢, to form a slot, d, open at
one end, as shown in Fig. 2. The parts ¢ ¢
of the ring are bent outward beyond the other
parts thereof to form a guide for the rein A.

The bridle B, gag-runner e, check-hook f,
terrets ¢, and saddle 2 are of usual construe-
tion. |

The rein A, at each side of the horse, has se-
cared to it two stops, s s. The reins for di-
recting the horse to the right and to the left
extend from the check-hook f through the gag-
runners e at each side of the bridle, thence
through or into the slot d of the ring or cheek-
piece of the bit, and then through the terrets
¢ to the driver. The rein, which is thus con-
tinuous, and substantially as in my Patent No.
300,564, is provided back of the gag-runners

with a buckle, p, ring r, and slides ¢, whereby
the length of the rein may be shortened be-

| tween the stops &’ s" at opposite sides of the
bridle or head of the horse. The two stops
s 8 on each half of the rein are located but a
short distance apart, usually a sufficient dis-
tance to receive between them partr ¢’ of the
ring orcheek-piece. Each halfofthereinhav-
ing been passed through thering b, the part 2 of
each half of the rein is slipped laterally into
the slot d, leaving the stop s below and the
stop s’ above the part ¢’ of the ring or cheek-
piece. In this condition the buckle p may be
manipulated to give the check part of the
rein, or that between thestops sand the check-
hook 7, the proper length, according to the de-
sire of the driver and the height it 1s wished
to place the head of the horse.

When it is desired to water the horse, 1t 18

the slot. If it is desired to permit the horse
to lower his head at will, each halfof the rein
may beplaced in the slot d with both the stops
s & above the part ¢’.” If the horse happens
to be what is called a ‘“puller,”” or one thatis
very hard to hold, then one or both stops will
be placed above the part ¢, but at such a dis-
tance as to permit the driver to pull the head
well up with a hard or the necessary maximum
amount of pull before the part ¢’ of the ring
or cheek-piece comes against the stop.

The distance between the stops s of each
half of the reins, the said stops being each
below the parts ¢’ of the rings or cheek-pieces,
determines the regular position of the head
of the horse aslong astherein is engaged with
the check-hook, and the distance between the
stops s & at each side of the rein, or of the
stop § abovethe part ¢, determinesthe distance
up to which tke head of the horse may be
pulled should necessity require when driving
in order to check or control his speed.

The rings and cheek-pieces of bits are of
many different shapes; so I do not desire to
limit my invention to the exact form of ring
or cheek-piece shown, for it 1s obvious tha
other well-known forms of bits may be pro-
vided with an open-ended slot, as at d, for the
reception into it laterally of the reins.

the lateral extension ¢ of the ring or cheek-
piece.

I claim—
| 1. A bit having a ring or check-piece pro-

The flat part of one side of the rein restson
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videdatits periphery with an open-ended slot,
Substantially as deseribed; into which the driv-
ing-rein may be passed I‘Ltemlly substantnlly ;
:dS descmbed

2. A blthavmnﬂportlon of 1t81mn or cheek

. driving-rein, combmed with ' a dllVIIlU‘ rein

318,445

[ having stops to co- -operate, as described, with

i the said ring or cheek-piece, the said rems be-

ing. adapted to extend from the position of 15: G

-:the driver, and also con&»tltute a check-rem

| ﬁsubstantlally as deseribed.. = |

o ;pleee bent outwardly to form a Iateml exten- |

. sion, ¢, on which the flat part of the rem may

o rest, substantlally as described.: o

- 3. In a bridle, a bit having a p01t1011 Of 1ts ;

S ;111:1# or cheek-pieceat each Slde provided with -
~an open-ended slot, d, for the reception of the |

Intestimony whereof I hfn e Swn ed my name

| tothis specification in the presence of two Sub
| Scubmn‘ Wltnesses B

WILLI AM S BOWID

RVItne%seS .
. WL GREGORY

W H SIGSTON.
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