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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, JAMES A. HOUSE, of
Bridgeport, county of Fairfield, State of Con-
necticut, have invented an Improvement in
Corset Stretching and Finishing Machines, .of
which the following deseription, in connection
with the accompanying drawings, is a specifi-
cation, like letters on the drawings represent-
ing like parts. | |
~ The apparatus to be herein referred to is an
lmprovement on the machine described in
United States Patent No. 251,884, heretofore
granted to me. In the machine described in
the patent the mold is stationary, and the
clamping or holding devices to engage .the
edges of the corset are made movable; but in
this present invention the construetion of the
partsissimplified by jointing the corset-clamp-
Ing or holding devices to the frame-work, and
the mold is made movable upward or against
the fabric held by the clamping devices. The
mold, in order that it may readily adapt itself
to the size and shape of the corset, is pivoted
upon a lifting bar or rod. -

My invention consists, essentially, in the
mold of a corset-press, combined with devices
tor clamping the corset over the mold and de-
vices for pressing the mold upward against
the fabric. |

My invention also consists in a movable piv-
oted mold of a corset-press, combined with
clamping devices or holders to retain the cor-

set by its edges while the mold is moved to

operate, as will be described. |
Figure 1 is aside elevation of a corset-press

~or finishing apparatus embodying my inven-

tion, the full lines showing the mold in its ele-
vated, while the dotted lines show it in its low-

ered, position. Fig. 2 is an end elevation of |

the apparatus shown in Fig. 1, the clamping
devices being shown as engaging a corset.
Other specific means for operating the form
constitute subject-matter of my application for
patent filed July 16, 1883, No. 100,969; and .I
have also shown, but do not therein claim, vet
other means for the same purpose in my appli-
cation filed September 21, 1883, No. 107,025;
but the object of this case is to embrace the
broad combinations of which said cases show
only so many examples. -
The frame-work A has abed, B, upon which
are pivoted the two corset-clamping devices or
holders, (shown as composed of two bars, b b,)
provided with pins or studs ¢ ¢, the said bars

being attached to arms &, pivoted at d on the 53
frame-work. The bar ¢, guided and free to
“slide in openings in the top plate, B, and the
cross-rail B’ has a roller or stud, f, which is
acted upon by a cam, g, on a shaft, », the lat- |
ter having an attached handle, ¢, provided 6o
with a pin, 12, to engage the teeth of a seg-
mental ratchet, m,the latter holding theleverin
place. The mold p, composed, preferably, of
metal, and hollow, 1s pivoted npon the upper
end of the slide-bar e, to thus enable the mold 65
to tip somewhat to adapt it to the size and
shape of the corset. |
To apply the corset to the machine the
studs and eye-plates of the two steels may be
caught together, as shown at the top of Fig. 2, 7o
and the usual eyelets at the two edges of the
corset engaged with the studs ¢ of the corset-
clamping device or holder. Thisisdone while
the mold p 18 down 1n its dotted-line position,
and immediately thereafter the mold is lifted 7=
1nto its full-line position by raising the slide-
bar ¢, such upward movement of the mold
pressing 1t closer and closer against the corset,
held from rising by means of the clamping de-
vices or holders, causing the corset to be 8¢
adapted, stretched, or fitted to the mold.
Instead of bars b and pins ¢, I may use
clamps, such as shown in the said Patent No.
251,884. -
I claim— | .
1. In a corset-press, the combination, with
a mold, of devices for clamping the corset over
the mold and devices for pressing the mold
upward against the fabrie, substantially as de-
scribed. Q0
2. A corset-press containing apivoted mov-
able mold, combined with clamping devices or
holders to retain the corset by its edges while
the form is moved, to operate all substantially

as described. 95§

3. The slide-bar ¢ and the form pivoted
thereon, combined with clamping or holding
devices for the edges of the corset while being
stretched, and with mmeans to liftthe said slide-
bar, substantially as described. ~ 100

In testimony whereof I have signed my
name to this specification in the presence of
two subscribing witnesses.

JAMES ALFORD HOUSE.

- Witnesses:
CHARLES H. DIMOND,
HeNRY F. GOODWIN.
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