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To all whom it may concerw:

Be it known that I, ALFRED WINSLOW

HALY, a citizen of the United States, residing
at PIESQHB Isle, in the county of A_roostook
5 and State of Maine, have invented a new
and useful 1mpr0vement for kindling fires,
sure in its operation and without danger; and
I do hereby declare that the following 1s a
full, clear, and exact description of the inven-

1o tion, which will enable others skilled in the

art to which it appertains to make and use the
same.
This invention ha,s relation to improve-
ments in fire-kindlers; and it consists in the
15 peculiar construction, combination, and adap-
tation of devices, as will be hereinafter more
fully set forth, and particularly pomted out
1n the appended claims.
The object of this invention is to provide a
oc device for kindling fires, which may be readily
introduced and withdrawn through the bars

of a grate and in a form to produce a large

flame or igniting surface, at the same time
reducing the expense of manuifacture to a
. These objects 1 attain by the
device shown in the accompanying drawing,

in which the figure is a perspective view.
Heretofore fire-kindlers have been provided
in which asbestus is placed in a conoidal-
30 shaped receptacle formed of wire, having a
cap at one end to close the same, and a rod-
handle passed Ilongitudinally through the

asbestus, and headed to secure the conoidal-

- tip to the cup-shaped base. Others have

35 been provided in which a shell is peculiarly

constructed in two sections having flat sides,

the sections being slotted or perforated and
provided with a wire handle.

In carrying out my invention, I takée a suf-

qo ficient quantity of asbestus, usually about

three inches in length when pressed, the

pressure being applied so as to have 1t pre-

sent opposite flat sides, so that the same may

|

pass between the bars of an mdmaw grate.

I then prowde a wire or other suitable han- 45
dle, B, which, in the construction illustrated,

is of 100p form at its end, the opposite ends of
its branches « a havmg a sufficient portion
bent in opposite directions to form securing- |
arms bb. These arms are inserted into the s5o.
asbestus, as shown.

C C indicate binding-wires, which are
tightly wrapped around the trunk of the as-
bestus, the rear one being passed over the
branches of the handle, 80 as to firmly hold its 55
short arms in engagement with the said as- -
bestus or other non-combustible material, A.

By this construction, it will be seen that there

is but little of the asbestus fiber covered by
the binding-wires or the engaging: parts of 6o
the handle, thus affording a large flame or
igniting surface for the oil or other combusti-
ble fluid into which the asbestus 1s dipped or
submerged, consequently affording but little
means for conducting heat through the wire 65
handle to the hands of the manipulator. o

This device is simple in construction, ef-
fective in its use, and can be manufactured at
much less cost than those at present in use.

Having described this Invention, what I 7o
claim is— |

1. As an improved article of manufacture,
the fire-kindler herein described, consisting of

‘the handle having the securing-arms at oppo-

site ends of its branches, the asbestus A, hav- 75
ing flattened opposite sides, and the binding-

wires for securing the ashestus to the handle,

substantially as specified.
2. A fire-kindler consisting of asbestus held

‘to arod-handle by binding-wires, and having 8o

its opposite sides flattened and its opposite
ends exposed, substantially as specified.
ALFRED WINSLOW HALL,
Witnesses:
J. B. HALL, |
H. C, WILLARD.
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