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To all whom it ma 7/ COTLCEFTL:

Be it known that I, FRIEDRICH GESSNER, &
subject of the King of Prussia, residing at the
city of Magdeburg, “in the I{ingdom of Prussia,
(xermany, have invented certain new and use-
ful Improvements in Accordions, (for which
Letters Patent have been heretofore granted
to me by the government of Germany dated
February 3, 1884, No. 28,057,) of which the
following 1s a Speclﬁc*ltlon.

This invention refers to improvements in
accordions of that class having two rows of
reeds, and the objeet of my invention is to

provide means for readily throwing one of
7 the rows of reeds into or out of action without
the necessity of interrupting the playing of

the instrument.

Heretofore accordions have been construet-
ed with two rows of reeds, of which one was
provided with a sliding register operated by
o butfon for opening and closing the wind-
passages. Ifor operating said register 1t was
necessary to interrupt the playing of the in-
stroment. 'T'his inconvenience is avoided by
my invention, whieh consists in eombining
one of the 1ows of reeds with an mnllnw
wind-chest, which receives air from the bel-
lows by one or more openings, which are closed
or opened by a spring-valve operated by suit-

able means from the outside of the frame of

the accordions at a point within easy reach

of the fingers of the operator, while his hand
18 1n 1)051‘[1011 for fingering the keys, as will
more fully appear hereinafter.

In the accompanying drawings, Figure 1 is

a vertical transverse section of an mccordmn
( without the bellows) embodying my improve-
ments, 1n which the valve closing the auxil-
1ary wind- chest 1s normally closed by a spring
and opened by a finger-lever within easy reach
ol the operator’s lnnd Fig. 2 18 a bottom
plan view of the same. I‘Jo o 18 a similar
sectlion 1n which the valve is nornmlly opened
by @ spring and closed by the operator, and

Fig. 4 18 a bot om plan view thereof.

Slml]al letters of reference indicate corre-
sponding parts.

A 18 the frame of the accordion with the
bellows detached; I, the reed-board, with its
two rows of reeds, » and +';

(x, the key-board;
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| B, an auxiliary wind-chest for the row of reeds

!

y’. The wind-chest B communicates with the
bellows through an opening or openings, d, at
the bottom. Cisavalve for closing said open-
ing or openings d, said valve being supported
by a lever, C, pivoted at e. f is a spring
passing through a hook or staple of the lever
¢’ and foreing the valve C into open or closed
position, as desired.

By a rod, A, the lever (' is connected with
a bell-crank 1eve1 I, at the back of the key-
board . In rlﬂa 1 and 2, by pressing the
lever I with the thumb against the key-board
(, the valve C is opened “and the second row
of reeds brought into action. By releasing the
lever I thev lee 18 closed through the action
of the spring f, and the second TOW of reeds
thrown out of action. In Iigs. 3 and 4 the
operation is reversed. The Tever O is piv-
oted at e, and kept open by the spring If, so as
to keep the reeds in action until by pressing
upon the lever I the valve C is closed and
the second row of reeds is thrown out of ac-
tion., The valve C, connected with the aux-
iliary wind-chest of one of the rows of reeds,
may cither be held open by the spring m
closed by thesame. ™The means for operating
said valve may be varied.

The arrangement of a second row of reeds
with an fmuhfuy wind-chest, an air-valve
and means for operating the latter from the
outside at a point within easv reach of the
fingers of the operator, and without the neces-
‘%lt‘; of his removing his hand from its posi-
tion on the Ley—bmrd furnishes the advan-
tage that the accordion may be played at will
mth one or two rows of reeds, as desired,
without interrupting the playving of the in-
strument.

Having thus described myinvention, I ¢laim
as new and desire to secure by Letters Patent—

The combination of an accordion-frame, a
reed-board having two parallel rows of reeds,
a wind-chest attached to the under side of said
reed-board, one of the walls of said wind-chest
extending between sald rows of reeds, bellows
attached Lo said frame and inclosing said wind-
chest, the registers for one set of reeds opern-
ing dllectly into said bellows and the regis-
ters tfor the other seb of reeds opening into
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sald reed-chest, a spring-actuated valve in the ! Intestimony whereol I havesigned my name
bottom of said wind-chest, and means for op- | to this specificationin the presence of two sub-
erating said valve from the outside of the | seribing witnesses. o _ -
{rame, consisting ot a bell-crank lever at the FRIEDRICH GESSNIEGR. “
5 back of the key-board and a rod connecting VWitnesses:
one arm of said lever with said valve, sub- JOHNN R. ROSI.YN,
stantially as described. AUGUsD MU,
o
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