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- of Wisconsin, have invented certain new and.
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To all whom it may concermn:
Be it known that I, AUSTIN PROUDFIT, of
Madison, in the county of Dane and State

useful Improvements in Hose-Supports; and
I.do hereby declare that the following 18 a full,
clear, and exact description thereof, 1efelence
bemc-* had to the acecompanying dramnas, and
to the letters of reference marked thereon,
which form a part of this specification.

This invention relates to clasps for remov-

ably attaching ladies’ hose-suspenders to the

corset; and it has for its principal object to

provide a clasp adapted to be readily and re-

movably attached to any part of the lower
margin of the corset, as may be required, 80
that the suspender may be conveniently shifted
or detached at pleasure.

The invention has other objects that will

hereinafter appear; and said invention con-

sists in the several matters hereinafter set
forth, and pointed out in the claims. -
In the drawings, Ifigure 1 is a perspective
view of a hose- susPendel containing all my
improvements, and attached to a corset of
which only a fragment of the lower margin 18
shown. Fig. 2isa front view of the suspend-
er-clasp shown in Fig. 1 with a fragment of
the strap. Fig. 3 is a side view of the mat-
ters shown in I‘lﬂ 2. TFig. 41s a front view of
the clasp as constructed in Figs. 1, 2, and 3,
except that the lever by which the jaws or
folds of the clasp are opened is detached and
shown in a separate figure, 4*. Fig. b shows

a blank struck from sheet metal, from which |

- the form of clasp shown in Ifigs. 1, 2, 3, and

40

4 may be made. TI'ig. 6 is a form of the clasp
wanting the lever referred to, and modified as
to the particular location of the engaging-
points. Tig. 7 is a central vertical section of
the clasp, genemllv like that shown in Figs. 1
to 4, but having the arrangement of teeth rep-
resented i in I‘w 0.

A isa cmset of which only a portion of the
lower margin is shown.

B is a strip or strap of cloth fabrie, usually
elastic, provided with fastenings 0 at its lower
end or ends for connection with the stockings.

C is a clasp, adapted to be detachably secured |

to the lower margin of the corset at any de-

sired point ther eof
(' 1s a metal eye or loop, pwoted at ¢ to the !

-the corset-margin between them.

'(Hn noel.)

YT

body of -the clasp, and affording a connection
of said clasp with the strap ]3 said pivob ¢ |
being at right angles with the plane of the 53

elasl} and loop, SO “that the latter swm% in

‘the plane of the clasp-body.

In use the clasp O 1Is 'tpp]IBd to any part of
the Jower margin of the corset, and by reason
of the pivot at ¢, arranged as deacubed the 60
strap B, when *Ltta,ched to the stocking, alw aySs

Ties fatwise against the pérson in all positions
| and movements of the body and limbs.

“Asa
result of such adjustment of the strap to the
person or limb, the strap is rendered much 635
more cmnfmtable to the wearer, and the strain
thereon is equalized upon all of 1its longitudi-
nal threads, so that 1t 1s more dur&ble and
the elasticity of all its parts is fully utﬂwed

Referring to Figs. 2, 3 and 7, the clasp shown 70
consists of two folds ¢ and ¢’, of sheet metal, -
joined at their lower ends and separated, or
adapted to be separated, at their upper ends
sufficiently to freely admit the edge of the cor-
set: A between the surfaces which are to eng gage
the lIatter. One of said folds of the elasP 18
provided with a series of inwardly and down-
wardly projecting points, ¢, which areadapted
to enter the fabric of the cmset and to thereby
positively engage the latter with sufficient
force to sustain the downward strain upon the
strap B when connected with the stocking.
The opposing fold orleaf of theclasp, by bear-
ing upon the opposite side of the corset, serves
to draw and retain the points ¢’ in such en- 85
gagement with the cor set and to hold the clasp
in place. Thepoints ¢’ are preferably located
ab a little distance below the extreme ends of
the folds or jaws of the clasp, so as to atford
a permanently open space at ¢'°, (best seenin 90
Figs. 3 and 7,) to facilitate the entrance of
Pretferably,
the leaves of the clasp are elastic or of spring
metal, and are contr ived to normally bear the
pomts ¢ of one fold or jaw of the clasp againgg 9 3
or into proximity with the opposite fold, in
which case the clasp, though readily pushed
upward over the edoe of the corset, certainly
and promptly causes the said pomts to enter
the latter,when the jaws are allowed to close 100
and the clasp or suspender 1s drawn down-
ward.

InTFigs, 1,2, 3, and 4 the points¢’ are formed
on the 11ppel 111&1:'&111 of atransverseslot, ¢, and
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| -2, and 3 the clasp is provided with alever by
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~as best shown in Fig. 3.

set at .

the corset, and there secured by simply de-

points ¢’ may of course be formed within the

Jaw ¢,

CW

are bent inwardly to the desired inclination, |
In Figs. 6 and 7 said
polnts are formed on the upper edge of the
clasp-jaw, and are bent over far enough to give
the desired engagement with the corset.

In Fig. 6 the clasp is wanting means for
opening or spreading the jaws; but in Figs. 1,

which the said jaws may be spread to admit
or release the corset.” The particular con-
struction of the lever adopted for illustration
insald Figs. 1, 2, and 3 and its relation to the
clasp are made plain by theaid of Figs. 4 and
4*, 1n which said parts are shown detached. ;
In the said construction the jaws of the clasp
are brought close together at ¢® for a lower |
part of their length, and the outer jaw is off-

1t, is formed a passage, ¢, through which pro-
trudes downwardly the long arm of a lever,
(% the short arm of which lies flat and up-
wardly directed between the clasp-jaws. Lift-
Ing the protruding ends of the lever, there- ;
fore, operates to force the jaws apart. As a
cheap and desirable form of the lever the lat-
ter is preferably made of a piece of wire bent
to present a long depending loop outside the
clasp, and having its ends bent first laterally
to form a hinge with the parts which embrace
them, and then upwardly to form the duplex
short arm, all as clearly shown in the de-
tached view of Iig. 4*. Providing this wire
lever with two slight depressions at ¢°, the
ends of the wire may be compressed for itsin-
sertion through the passage ¢’, and it will be
retained by its expansion afterinsertion. The
short ends ¢® may be of such length that the le-
ver may be lifted to a position at right angles
with the face of the clasp, and the end faces of
saldl wire being flat, the lever will in that case
be held 1n such position by the spring action
of the jaws, so that the latter will be held
apart until the lever is forced downward.
This permits the clasp- to be conveniently |
moved to any desired place on the margin of
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pressing the lever. |
1t 18 of course obvious that other forms of
lever may be employed with the same effect.
That described is, however, approved from its |
extreme cheapness and simplicity, and from
the ease with which it may besecuredin place
solely by the conformation of the clasp-jaws
therewith. | - B _ |
IF1g. 5 shows a blank, D, adapted to form l
the clasp above described. Insaid blank the
tongue d, for the pivotal attachment of the
loop U, is formed by a press, which detaches
the part ¢, and thus forms the slot or passage
¢' tor the accommodation of the lever C:. The

slot ¢%, as shown, or on the extreme end mar-
gin of the blank,to give the construction as to
sald points shown in Ifigs. 6 and 7. The
blank I) 1Is bent in the line &, leaving the
tongue « in the same plane with the part or

At sald offset, and reaching above |

1
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- ™0 far as relates to the pivotal connection
of the loop ' with the clasp-body C, it is of
course immaterial what form of clagp is em- 7o
ployed, any of several well-known forms of
clasp being suitable for the general purpose,
though less desirable in mauny respeects than
the form here shown. | |

I am aware that inwardly-projecting points 75
or serrations have heretofore heen provided
on the jaws of similar clasps, and I therefore
make no broad claim to them; but the inward
and downward arrangement of such points
herein shown is new, as is also the location of 8o
the points at a distance from the ends of the
Jaws, whereby a permanently open space is
afforded at ¢ for the purpose stated. I am
also aware that levers otherwise constructed
have been heretofore emploved.in clasps.

I claim as my invention— o

1. Thecombination, with a hose-suspender,
of a clasp having two opposing jaws movable
laterally toward and from each other, one of
sald jaws being provided with obliquely-ar- go
ranged points projecting inwardly and toward
the point of attachment of the clasp, substan-
tially as and for the purpose set forth.

2. The combination of the two opposing
spring-jaws, one of which is provided with in-
wardly-projecting points located at some dis-
tance from the ends of the jaws, whereby the
ends of the jaws are held apart, and a perma-
nently open space thereby afforded between
the extreme ends of said jaws, substantially as
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-and for the purpose set forth.

0. The combination, with the opposing
spring-jaws of a clasp provided with inward-
ly-projecting points, of a lever having one of
1ts arms between and the other exterior to
sald jaws, substantially as described, and for
the purposes set forth. |

4. In aspring metal clasp, the combination,
with an opposing jaw, of a jaw having an off-
set, and provided with an aperture at said off-
set, and a lever havingitslongarm depending
through said aperture and its short arm be-
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 tween the jaws, substantially as described.

O. Inaspring metal clasp, the combination,
with an opposing jaw, of a jaw provided with
an apertured offset, and a bent wire lever, C?,
having notches ¢%, said lever being inserted
through said aperture and engaged with the
Jaws, substantially as deseribed, and for the
purposes set forth.

0. In asheet-metal spring-clasp, the combi-
1ation, with an opposing jaw, ¢, of a jaw, ¢,
having inwardly and downwardly projecting
points ¢* formed on the upper margin of a
transverse slot, ¢*, substantially as deseribed.

7. The sheet-metal blank D, for forming thé
spring-clasp described, said blank being pro-
vided with a series of serrations, and having
the tongue d terminating at its base at the
line in which the blank is bent to form the
clasp, substantially as deseribed.

S. The combination,with a hose-suspender, -
of a clasp, C, constructed to engage the mar-
gin of the corset, and having a flat part or
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body portion, as ¢*, located in a plane parallel | . In testimony that I c¢laim the foregoing as |

with the jaws of the clasp, and a flat strap- | my invention I affixmysignature in presence -:o
~loop, O, located approximately in the same | of two witnesses. '

plane with the body of the clasp, and connect- ' |

r PROUDT"
5 ed with the latter by means of a pivot, as ¢, AUSTIN PROUDFIT.

passing through the said loop and the clasp-i = Witnesses: |
body, substantially as and for the purpose set M. E. DAYTON,
forth. - o - OLIVER E. PAGIN,
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