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(No model.)

To all whom it may concerm:

Be itknown that I, NATHANIEL W.HUNTER,
of Des Moines,in the county of Polk and State
of Iowa, have mvented an Improved Coupling
Device for Harness-Straps, of which the fol-
lowing 18 a specification.

My object is to facilitate the combination
of a back-strap, hip-straps, a erupper, and a
sweat-leather by means of a metal coupling
device, and to thereby save leather, time, and
labor 1n making harness.

My invention consists in the eonstructwn of
a metal ring or frame having a central raised
platiorm a,da,pted to cover the ends of straps
and provided with studs adapted to enter per-
forations in the straps, and combining straps
and a sweat- 1eather taherewﬂh? as her emafter
fully set forth.

Figure 1 of my accompanying dr awmﬂ's 1S &
top view of my metal coupling device. Iig.
2 shows it in an inverted position and the
sweat-leather detached Fig. 31s atransverse
section.

Jointly considered,these figures clearly illus-
trate the constr uctlon apphcatwn and opera-
tion of my complete 1nvent10n

a a representthe frame of my metal coupling

~ device, and b a raised web or platform formed
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Wlthm the frame and cast Integral therewith
to cover the ends of leather stlaps and to re-
enforce and strengthen the frame.

Numberlisa slot formed in the front of the
combined frame and platform for the admis-
sion of the end of a back-strap. Number 2isa
corresponding slot in the rear to admit the
end of a crupper-strap. Numbers 3 and 4 are
corresponding slots in the opposite sides to
admit the ends of hip-straps. Theseslots take
the place of loops through which the ends of
straps are commonly eatended or doubled
back and sewed fast.

Numbers 5 and 6 are small loops formed on
the front corners of the frame to facilitate the
attachment of small straps for various pur-
poses, or for inserting hooks on the ends-of

traces, and thus serve as trace-carriers.

loops numbers 5 and 6 are not essential to the
operation of the deviee as a strap-coupling, -
“and may be dispensed with whenever desired.
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¢ ¢ are studs or short tongues formed in-

‘shown in Fig.

These |

tegral with the under side of the platform b
60 1 engage and retain the perforated ends-of
the leather straps hitched thereto, as clearly
2, for the purpose of avoiding
the doubling of straps and consequent waste 53
of leather and the labor and expense incident;
to sewmﬂ StlELPS tast. |

¢ repr esents a stud extendlnw upward from
the frame in:such a manner tha,t it can be -
60

d is a perfm ation in the center of the plat-

_'form b, through which a rivet 1s passed to
fasten the nmetal coupling dewce and a sweat-

leather together.

fisa SWGELt leather,upon which the frame a 65
and the ends of the SbL aps fastened under the
platform b and within the frame rest in such
a2 manner as to conceal and protect the ends
of the leather straps.

I am awarethatametal plate having gua,rds 70
and passage-ways for leather straps, and pins
on its upper side to enter perforations in the
straps, and a metal plate having trace-carry-
ing hooks on its top have been combmed in &
hm‘ness; but my manner of forming a metal
plate with a raised center, slots in its edges,
and tongues on its under Slde adapting it to
be combined with two or more str aps and a
sweat-leather in a harness is novel and greatly
advantageous. e

I am also aware that a sweat-leather has
been secured under a metal trace-carrier and
strap-coupling by sewing it fast to the leather
straps combined therewith.

By forming the metal coupling device com- 85
plete in one piece and arched, the straps and
also the sweat-leather can be fastened thereto
by a single rivet in such a manner that the
sweat-leather will be concave, as required, to
fit onthe back of a horse,and the leatherstraps
retained in proper position by means of the
flexible pad that overlaps them inside and also
outside of the metal frame.

I elaim as my invention— |

1. As an improved article of manufacture, g5
a harness-strap-coupling device, consisting of
a ring or frame having an elevated middle
portion that has horizontal slots on its sides
near the base to admit the ends of leather
straps, two or more loops onifs outside, studs roo
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~ projecting downward from the middle portion | or more loops on its outside, in combination =
- to enter perforations in the straps, and aper- | with two or more straps and a leather, 7, for
forationin the center of the mlddle portmn to the purposes stated.

 admiba rivet. Y NATHANIEL W. HUNTER.
'5- 2. The metal frame and 001113111:10‘ dewceaz . Witnesses:.
b, having slots 1 2 3 4, a central perforation, | = THEODORE PERRY,

two or more studs on its under side, and two | . THOMAS G. ORWIG.
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