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To all whom it may concern:
Be it known that I, HoOMER AND IRSON, a

~ cltizen of the United States residing at Peeks-

kill, in the county of W'estchester_ and State

of New York, have invented new and useful

- Improvements in Index-Plates for Type-Writ-
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ing Machines, of which the following isa speci-
fication. |

My invention relates to the class of type-
writers in which a pointer or stylus is used
for selecting, in an index-plate, the letters to
be printed, and the object of my improve-
ments 1s to faciiitate the reading of letters
and characters lying within perforations in
1ndex-plates that are made of dark-colored
substances and to make possible the use of
such plates in dimly-lighted places. I attain
this object by the means described in the
following specification and the accompanymg
drawmgs in which—

Figure 1 represents a section of a type-
wrlter showing theuse of such an index-plate.
Fig. 2 S]lOWS an 1ndex-plate recessed on its

under side to receive an index- card; and Fm |

3 illustrates a form of tube bearing the mdex
letter to be inserted in the perforatmns in the
1index-plate.

Referring to Fig. 1, which shows a part of

‘what is known as the * Hall type-writer,”” A

18 a handle, carrying a pointer, a. This han-
dle 18 ca;pable of being moved about, so that
the "pointer may be inserted in any of the
holes ¢ 1n the index-plate B. These holes
represent numerals, punctuation-marks, capi-
tal and small letters, or other characters to
be printed. 'The holes in the plate are too
close together to admit of the letters or signs
being placed on the surface of the plate SO

- a card, b, containing the letters and signs, is

40

placed undel the index-plate, the characters

- on the card corresponding with the perfora-

45

tions in the plate. The holes being a quarter
of an Inch or so in depth, and the plates be-
ing made of a dark-colored material, the signs
do not show clearly in the shadows. They

were used 1n this way, however, until I de-
vised the plan of coloring the walls of the

and the holes are made white.

ous paint.

| holes white or other light- 1eﬂeét1ng color,

which makes a rema 1La,ble improvement in
the appearance of the signs on the card. 50

For the purposes of ornament, and to assist
learners in locating the ehalaucters I have
varied the coloring inthis way. Line of holes
1 contains numelals and the perforations are
gilded. Line 2 contains punctuation-marks, cs
Lines 3 45
contain capital letters, and are gilded. The
remalining lines contain small letters, and the
holes are made white. This alternating of
color may be made as whim, taste, or conven- 6o
lence may dictate.

I have used white-paper tubing inserted in
the holes instead of coloring - ma,ttel The
holes may be enameled or coated with lamin-
They may often be.of use in the 65
dark, and especially in dimly-lighted places. -
L have also placed the index - letter on the
sides of the perforations, as shown in the pa-
per tube represented by Fig. 3. When so
used, the card, or whatever forms the bottom 7o
of the perforation, should be of light reflect-
ing or absorbing substance. The object of
thus placing the letter is to avoid the neces-
sity for peering down into the hole to see it.

In securing the index-plate B with its card 73
b to the table C, the card is held in place
by the same screws that secure the plate—
namely, ¢ e. To change types from English
to Spanish, for instance, the characters of the
two differing Somewhat and being differ- 8o
ently dlsposed the 1ndex cards must also be
changed. To do this, serews ¢ ¢ must be re-
moved It 18 essentlal that the index-plate
be kept parallel with the type-form beneath
the table C, and if there is any looseness of 85 -
the screws ¢ ¢, the index-plate will rarely be
properly secured. To avoid loosening these
screws, I cut a recess in the under side of*the
1index-plate. just large enough to allow the
card to be pushed ’Wlthln leaving an edge of go
the card projecting to Eﬂd in Wlthd]?&WlllU‘ 1t,
or providing the edge of the card with a me-u
tallic catch to facilitate handling it, as illus-
trated.
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Having thus described my invention,what I | on the walls of the perforations in the plate, 10
claim, and desire to secure by Letters Patent, | substantially as described.
18— | | 3. An index-plate for type-writers charged

1. An index-plate for type-writers illumi- | or coated with luminous paint, for the pur-
5 nated by the application of light-colored sub- poses herein set forth.

stances, substantially in the manner and for HOMER ANDERSO\T |
the purpose described. - Witnesses: * -
2. An 1lluminated index - plate for type- STEPHEN LENT, | . | -

writers having the letbters or signs marked | D. S. HERRIOL
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