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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, JAMES M. MERRITT,
a citizen of the United States, residing at Ma-
rengo, in the county of Iowa and State of
lowa, haveinvented a new and useful Improve-
ment in Wire- Stretchers, of which the follow-

- 1ng is a specification, refereuce being had to
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_the accompanying dl&WlHU‘S

My invention relates to wire - stretchers ;
and 1t has for its object to provide a device of
this character which shall be simple in its
construction, cheap to manufacture, and ef:
fective and durable in its use.

The invention consists in the 1mpr0ved
construction and combinations of parts here-
mafter fully described, and pointed out in the

~elaim.

In the drawings, Figure 1 is a side eleva-
tion of a wire - stretcher constructed in ac-
cordance with my invention. Fig. 2 is a lon-
gitudinal vertical section, I'ig. 3 isatransverse
vertical section, and Fig. 4 1s a detail view, of
the wire- cla:mp

In the accompanying drawmcrs In. which
like letters of reference mdleate eomespond
ing parts in all the figures, A represents the
main or guide bar, which, as shown, is
formed with a longlbudlnal recess or gut
ter, a, running its entire length from end to
end

To the forward end of the main or guide
frame A, upon the under side thereof, is se-
cured a bracket, B, by means of rivets or
equivalent fastenin gs, |

C represents alever which is pivoted at its
lower end fo said br a,cket

Fitting in the gutter or channel of the main
or guide bar A is a pawl, D, thh 18 plvoted
to the lever C.

E represents the stletcher bar, which 1s
formed upon its upper side with a series
of teeth, which incline in a forward direc-
tion. It will be seen that as the rear end of

the pivoted pawl is heavier than the for-

ward end 1t will remain in engagement with
one of the teeth of the stretcher-bar, and
when the lever C is pushed rearwar dly sald
stretcher - bar will be moved in the same di-
rection. |

I Between the sides of the main or guide bar

which is held in position upon the stretcher-
bar by means of a coil-spring, which is lo-
cated under the rear end of said pawl.

!

of the wire while it is being stretched. This
clamp consists of the bracket H, between the
sides of which is pivoted a cam-lever, I, hav-
ing on its {front face or edge a series of biting-
teeth, a’. Said cam- lever has an extension
formmﬂ" a handle, b.

Extenclmg upwardly from the bracket is a

is held. | |

- A chain 1s secured to the other or for-
ward end of the main or guide rod, said
chain being adapted to be secured around a
post or other object to hold the main bar
while the wire is being stretched. The said
chaln may have attached thereto a clamp like
the one described, which might be attached
to the wire of the adjacent section of the

fence.

wire 1S held in the clamp H, and the lever
pushed forwardly, which causes the stretcher-
bar to move in the same direction through
the medium of the pivoted pawl. As soonas
the forward movement of said lever is stopped
the spring-pressed pawl engages one of the
teeth upon the strefcher-bar and holds the
same until the lever ‘carrying the pawl has
been moved rearwardly to obtain a new hold
upon said stretcher-bar.

that a wire-stretcher constructed in accord-
ance with my invention is simple in its con-
struction, may be manufactured and sup-

the wire may be easily stretched with but a
minimum expenditure of power.

Having fully described my invention, what
I claim as new, and desire to secure by Let-
ters Patent, 18—

The herein-described wire- stletchel com-
prising a main bar, A, having a’ ‘channel
running its entire lenfrth a bracket, B, se-

18 pivoted a pawl, K, the forward end of

G represents the clamp for holding the end

The operation 1s as follows: The end of the

It will be seen from the above description !
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seat, J, between which and the lever the wire
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plied at a comparatively slight cost, and that
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| cured to 1ts under side, and means for 1ts at-
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- tachment to the fence-post, a lever pivoted |

. to sald bracket, a pawl pivoted to said le-

~ver, a toothed stretcher - bar sliding in the

. gutter or channel, a pawl to engage the|
5 same and -pivoted on one side of said :gutter,. I

- and means, substantially ‘as described, ear-

ried by the stretcher - bar, for clampmﬂ* the |

wire.

]

In testimony that I claim the foregoing as
my own 1 have hereto afﬁze:ed my swuatme (e}
in presence of two witnesses. SRR

. J AMES M MERRITT
Wltnesses N

- H. E. BLAbIER
HENRY SNYDER
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