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To all whom tt may CORCEFH:

Beit known that I, ISAAC STROUSE, of New
Haven, in the county of New Haven and
State of Connecticut, have ‘invented & new
Improvement in Corsets, and 1 do hereby de-x
clare the following, when taken in connection
with accompanying drawing and the letters

" of reference marked thereon, to be a full, clear,
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and exact description of the same, and which
said drawing constitutes part of this specifica-
tion, and represents a back portion of the cor-
set with the shoulder-straps in perspective.

This invention relates to an improvement in
that class of corsets which are designed to
serve also as a back-support and shoulder-
brace, and is an improvement upon the cor-
set for which Letters Patent of the United
States were granted to me March 20, 1883, No.
274,405.

" In the said patented corset a back 1s made
separate from the two sides, the back consist-
ing of two curved stayed pieces with a verfi-
cal central section or part between them, the
two curved pieces attached to the respective
sides of the corset by eyelets and lacings,
whereby the extent of the corset may be 1m-
creased or diminished as occasion requires.
To adapt this construction to a shoulder-brace
is the object of my present invention, and to
form a shoulder-brace with a back-support 1t
is necessary, ]

or at least desirable, that the
shoulder-strap shall extend from the back por-
tion over the shoulder, down under the arm,
and back into substantial engagement with
the back portion. If this connection be made
fixed, as by & buckle or clasp, any variation
in the adjustment of the connections between
the back portion and the sides, as in the work-
ing of the body, will canse the shoulder-strap
to draw with more or less power, to the incons-
venience of the wearer. -

 To compensate for the working of the parts
of the corset in the movements of the body
and of the arm, I attach the shoulder-braces
A B to the respective curved stayed portions
O D on the back of the corset, b representing
the central vertical portion which connects
the two curved stayed pieces D C. F repre-
sents so mueh of one side and G so much of
the other side of the body of the corset as is

- mecessary for the illustration of the invention.

The shoulder-straps extend from the parts D
O as'if a coptinuation thereof, and over the

shoulder. Passing back beneath the arm,the |

!

strap « is run through & loop, b, fixed to the
curved partsC. Thence the strap extendsonto
the side portion F of the corset, and is there
secured by a clasp or buckle, d. By this ar-
rangement the strap
loop b under the movements of the body and
arm, and, owing to the doubling of the strap

works freely through the
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¢hrough the loop, the yielding of the shoulder-

strap will be twice as great as the movement
between the parts C I of the corset, thus giv-

ing a great freedom to the arm under the

movements of the body or arm, yet in the nor-
mal condition of the body holding back the
shoulders as a brace. L SR
The loop through which the strap runs may
be applied near the center of the back, say
as upon the central part, as illustrated at the
left.” In this case it will be well to
like loop at the edge of the curved part, or

upon the edge of the side portion of the cor-
set, as'shown; but in either case the same re-

<ult is attained—that is to say, the greater
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freedom of the arm due to running the strap

back through theloop, thence for ward, thereby
doubling the strap, so that under the move-
ment of ihe body and parts of the corset the
draft upon the shoulder will be one-half that
movement, or the movement of the shoulder
to draw upon the strap will be twice the move-

ment imparied to the portion of the corset

where the loop is attached.

While my invention is specially applicable
to my before-mentioned patented corset, and
which I Lave illustrated, it may be applied to
other solid-back corsets.
wish to be understood as limiting my invention

to the solid back of my own invention; but

What I do claim 18—
In a back-supporting

said back being in adjustable connection with
the side portions of the corset, shoulder-straps
extending from the upper end of said close
back over the shoulders, the baclk portion pro-
vided with loops b, through which, after pass-
ing under the arm, the straps will run, and an
engaging device upon the adjacent side por-
tion of the corset and forward of said loops,
with which said strap is engaged, substan-

tially as deseribed. : |

| ~ISAAC STROUSKE.

- Witnesses : - o
Jos. C, EARLE,

L. K. TOOCKER.

-

I therefore do not

corset, and 1n which-
a substantially solid or close back is employed,.
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