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To all whom it may concerw: |
Be it known that we, JAMES C. MERRITT
and LAWRENCE A. C. MULLER, citizens of the
United States,and residentsof Highland Falls,
¢ inthe county of Orange and Stateof New York,
have invented a new and Improved Folding
Chair; and we do hereby declare that the fol-
Jowing is a full and exact description thereof,
reference being hadtothe accompanying draw-
10 ings, making part of this specification, In
which— |
Figure 1 is a front view of the chair when
folded ; Fig. 2, a perspective and Fig. 3 a side
view of the same when in position for use.
1z Like letters designate corresponding parts
in all of the figures. o
The chair is composed of a main frame,which
constitutes the front legs and back frame of
the chair, of a seat, and back legs, which cross
20 the front legs, and these parts are so connected

with each other that the chair may be folded

up perfectly flat and with the seat and back
legs entirely within the main frame, and may
be opened either way and used whichever way
2t it may be opened. The construction of the
chair also comprises a back of peculiar con-
struction, and means for locking the parts to-
gether when folded. The main frame consists
of side strips, @ «, which constitute the front

30 legs of the chair, and of eross-pieces b ¢, which

connect the side strips at or near their ends
thus makingafirm and substantial frame-work
for the chair. The seat A is located between
the side strips or front legs, ¢ @, and at the
¢ point where it is connected with them is of the
full width between said legs. The back legs,
£ f, are pivoted at their upper ends to or near
to the forward edge of the seat, and cross the
frontlegs between them,being connected there-
with. In order to permit the seat to be of the
full width between the front legs 1t is cut away
on both sides at and forward of the points g g,
where it is pivoted to the back legs. The lower
ends of the back legs are preferably connected
together by a cross-piece,m,to add to the firm-
ness of the chair, The back and front legs are
beveled at their lower ends, so as to rest bet-
ter on the floor. The connections between the
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~ seat and front legs, and between the front and
back legs,respectively, aresliding connections,
and their operation is such that the seat and
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| transportation ; and in packing there is no
waste space between the chairs, as, being flat,
one liés directly on the one beneath.

back legs slide upward between the front legs
when the chair is being folded, and when the
chair is folded both the seat and back legs are
entirely inclosed within the main frame. AS
all of the pieces used to compose the seat and
legs are straight pieces, when the chairis fold-
ed it is perfectly flat, and is of no greater thick-
ness than that of the material used, and the
other dimensions of the chair when folded are
those of the frame a a b ¢. The space thus
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occupied by the folded chair is reduced to a

minimum, which is of great advantage when
the chair is not in use, or is to be packed for

The preferred counections between the seat
and frontlegs, and between the front and back
legs, which admit the folding of the chair as 7o

above indicated, are as follows: The front

legs are formed on their inner sides with slots
or grooves d d, at the bottom of which rest
pins e ¢, secured to the seat. 'When the chalr
is being folded, the pins e ¢ slide upward In
the slots d d, which extend upward far enough
to. permit the seat and back legs to be drawn
entirely within the frame aa b ¢, or, whatis
the same thing, to permit the lower ends of
the back legsto clear the bottom cross-piece, ¢. So
As the lengths of the two sets of legs below

the points where they are connected must,when
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the chair is in use, be approximately equal,

a sliding connection must be used between the
two sets of legs to permit the back legs being
drawn entirely within the main frame. The

back legs are therefore provided with grooves

or slots . & on their outer sides, in which rest

pins 4 i, fixed tothe front legs,a a. Whennow

the: chair is being folded, this connection be- go

tween the back and front legs permits an up-
ward movement of the back legs sufficient for
their lower ends to rise above the lower cross-
piece, ¢. . When the chair is in position for use,
the pins e e on the seat rest at the bottoms
of the grooves d d in the front legs, the posi-
tion of the back of the seat being thus deter-

mined, and the pins 4 ¢ on the front legs rest
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at the tops of the grooves & h in the back

legs, thus determining the position of the front
of the seat.
It is manifest, in order to permit the folding
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2. In a reversible folding chair, a main

..................................................

. same, and  downwardly-sliding connecting
| parts located on the front legs which: engage

..........

oo and cross pieces there is nothing to interfere |
ooooowith cthelr movement in either: direction. 1t | A A, in which said pins ¢ 4, on the front legs,
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double bottom. |

For convenience in handling, the chair may
be provided with two cross-pieces, b b, at the
top. - .

in addition to the back formed by the main
frame, a back, %, is provided. This back is

composed of strips » 7, pivoted together to
form whatis termed a *“lazy-tongs.” This back
18 hinged so as to turn in the same plane with
the other parts of the chair, at » », to the
cross-piece b and to the seat A. This back

- does not interfere with the folding of the
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chalr, as it folds or shuts up as the seat is
raised. The upper side of the bottom cross-
piece, ¢, is formed with a groove or recess, and
into this groove the beveled ends of the back
legs are lowered after being folded within the
main frame, preventing the legs from being
turned and thus locking ‘the chair. It is ob-

vious that for this purpose the groove. in the
top of the cross-piece need not extend the
whole length of the cross-piece, but that short
recesses directly under the legs
that 1s required.
We claim as our invention—
1. In a reversible folding chair, a main

f f are all

| with the co-operative parts thereof, upwardly-

extending front legs, a cross-piece connecting
sald legs at or near the top, a seat within said
front legs, sliding connections between said
seat and legs, and a lazy-tongs back con-

nected to said cross-piece and to the seat, sub-

stantially as set forth.
o. In a folding chair, & seat, front legs, slid-

ing connections between said seat and legs,
and a cross-piece connecting the front legs at
or near the bottom provided with a groove or
recess on 1ts upper stde, in combination with
back legs pivoted to the seat, and sliding con-
nections between the back and front legs, said
back legs being beveled on their lower ends,

whereby they may engage in the said groove

or recess when the chair is folded and thus
lock the chair, substantially as set forth.

In testimony whereof we afiix our signa-
tures 1n presence of two witnesses.

JAMES C. MERRITT,
LAWRENCE A. C. MULLER.
Witnesses:

JAMES H. MELOY,
CAROLINE R. FITCHETT.
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