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To all whonv it may conceri:
Be 1t known that I, DAVID D. BOWMAN, of

Hureka, in the county of Humboldt and State |

of California, have invenfed a new and Im-
proved Iolding Reading-Desk, of which the
following is a full, clear, and exact description.

My invention consists of a simple contriv-
ance of anumber of hinged leaves and jointed
braces on the upper side and edges of a fixed
central top of a pedestal, so that a number of
books may be arranged for greater conven-
ience when reference to different authorities

~and subjects 1s frequently required, the ped-
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estal being contrived to allow the desk to re-
volve freely, the leaves arranged to fold into
the form of a simple plain table-top, and the
top pedestal and legs being detachably con-
nected for enabling the desk to be readily
taken apart, all as hereinafter fully described.

Reference 18 to be had to the accompanying
drawings, forming part of this specification,
in which similar Tetters of reference 111dlcate
corresponding parts in all the figures,

Figure 1 is a perspective view of my im-
proved reading and reference desk adjusted
for use. Fig. 218 a sectional elevation, and
Fig. 318 a perspective view, of the top and
upper portion of the pedestal, the top being
folded together. Ifig. 4 1s the same view as
Fig. 3, but showing the upper leaves provided
with buttons instead of ¢leats. Ifig. 5 is a
detail perspective view showing one of the
buttons turned up in its recess in the top leaf;
and Fig. 6 1sa portion.of one of the top leaves,
showing one of the buttons turned down. -

I make a pedestal in two parts, consisting

of the base ¢ and column b, and mount the

base a on detachable legs c, which may be con-
nected in any approved wa,y ; but I prefer to
employ T-headed studs d on the legs and
slotted plates e on the base, with recesses in
the sides of said base behind the plates, as
shown. 1 also connect the center f of the
top to the column, and connect the column to
the base by a rod, g, extending down through
the top f and column & to the lower end of
the latter, where said rod screws through a
nut, &, fitted 1n a recess in the end of the col-
umn to hold the top f on the upper end of

down through the pedestal ¢ and a binding-
nut, ¢, thus connecting the whole towet}hqr
substmtmlly, and so th"tt the column 6 may
turn freely at joint w on the top of base ¢ for
revolving the top of the desk. 55
On the upper side of top f, at two 0pp081te
edges, k, I hinge the leaves j suitably to be
raised up to suitable inclinations for holding
books, and having braces { to support them,
sald braces being hinged to said leaves at m to 6o
swing out and rest on the top /. The leaves

are grooved at n to form recesses, into which

the braces may fold when the leaves fold down
on top f. Apb the sides of the top /' 1 hinge
the other leaves, o, to fold up under the lower 65
side of said top, and at the ends of top f 1
hinge two more leaves, p, which I connect to
said top by cleats ¢, projecting downward
sufficiently to allow leaves p to fold under
leaves 0. These leaves, folding under the top 7c
f, are notched at s for closing around the col-
umn b, and they are all supported by a brace,
t, to each, and pivoted to the column at # to
swing out to about a horizontal position, or a
little higher, and receive the leaves on them, 7
which leaves will be notched a little to form
sockets, in which the ends of the braces will
lodge, so as to have secure foothold. 'The
column b has grooves v from the brace-pivots
w downward, in which the braces fold com- 8o
pactly when the leaves are folded.

Anyapproved means of fastening the lower
leaves up in the folded condition may be em-
ployed.

On the upper leaves, j,where the cleats com- 83
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| monly employed at thie lower edge to prevent

the books from slipping off would interfere
with the use of the desk for a center-table,
buttons j° may be subsbltuted that may be
turned up out of recesses j* 1n the table to go
form suitable projections for the purpose. In
this example I have represented a desk of
rectangular form of the top with two top
leaves and four lower side leaves; buf 1t 1s
obvious that four leaves may be arranged on g3
the top, and the form of the top may, if de-
sired, be hexagonal or octagonal, with corre-
sponding increase of the number of leaves.

. 'The convenience of this desk for study and

50 the column, and from nut % the rod extends | reference is obvious, and, by reference to Iigs. 100"
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3 and 4,it will be seen that when not required |

for a readmﬂ‘ desk it may be readlly converted
into a StELl]d or center-table.
Having thus deseribed my 1nvent10n 1 chlm

as new and desire to secure by Letters Patent—
1. In a reading-desk, the top, 1n combina-
tion with the rotatable column having vertical

slots or recesses,the leaves hmﬂed to the lower

outer edges of S"le top and havmg recessed
outer edges to receive sald column, and the
propping-levers pivated to said column and
folding in said recesses or slots in the column,

Substantmll ly as and for the purpose set forth. |

317,288

2. In a reading-desk, the top, in combina-
tion with the rotatable column having verti-
cal slots or recesses, the leaves hinged to the
lower outer edges of sald top and fitting flush
against the under side of said top in their
folded position, and the propping-levers piv-
otally connected to said column and fitting in

said recesses in their folded position, substan-
tially as and for the purpose set forth.
DAVID D. BOWMAN.
Witnesses: | |
JOSEPH BLAKWELL,
ERNEST SEVIER.
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