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UNITED S’I‘ATES

PATENT OFFICEQ

MARTIN AND THOMAS HEAD, OF LOWELL, MASSACHUSETTS,

.'CLOTHES-D_RIER..

SPBCIPICATION forming pa.rt of Letters Patent IN0.316,987, dated May 5, 1885.
“ | Apphmtmn filed December 19, 1883. (No model.)

To all whom it MY CONCEFTL:
Be it known that we, JoaN D. MARTIN and
THOMAS HEAD both cltlzens of the United

States, and remdmg at Lowell, in the county

of Middlesex and Commonwealth of Massa-
chusetts, have invented certain new and use-
ful Improvements 1n Clothes-Driers, of which
the following is a specificabion. |

Our invention relates to driersin whlch the
clothes are hung upon lines to be dried by the
air and sun, and to means of holding such
lines extended for use, and of winding up and
protecting the same when not in use.

In the accompanying drawings, Figure 1 is
a 8ide elevation, and Flg 2 is a plan, of our
invention when in position to be used; Fig.

- 3,avertical cross-section of the box, cylinder,
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roller with lines wound on the roller, and the
roller hung in a hook; Fig. 4, an elevation of
the end of the box which contains the cylinder,
also showing the ratchet, pawl,and crank; Fig.
b, a side elevation of the upper part of one
of the posts and the end of the rail bracket
and roller shown at the left of Figs. 1 and 2;

Fig. 6,a cross-section of the cylmder or roller
on one of the clothes-lines.

A is a box having a hinged cover, A’, which
is slanting toshed the rain, and which prefer-
ably projects back of the box to keep the rain
out of the box, and projects in front of the
box far enough to cover the roller B when
the drier 1s not in use. Within the box is a
cylinder, G, the journals of which turn in holes
in the euds of the box.

To one end of the shaft D of the cylmdel C
18 secured the crank I, and also the ratchet

', with which the pawl G, plvoted to the end

of the box A, engages. The clothes-lines H,
being of equal length, are fastened each by
one end to the cylinder C at suitable intervals,
the other ends of said lines being fastened to
a round stick or roller, B. The roller is pro-

vided with two or more annular grooves, I,

and there are hooks J secured to the front
of the box A, the number of hooks being equal
to the number of grooves in the rolier, and
in these hooks the roller is supported when
not in use, the hooks entering said grooves,
and being preferably of spring metal and of
such shape and sizeas to closein partly above
the roller, as shown in Fig. 3. The box A is

- secured to a shelf, A% on a fence, A® or on

ported upon posts, the lines being wound

the side of a building, or, if necessary,is sup-

—

around the cylinder Wit.hill the box. Oppo-

these are not parallel with the box or are not

conveniently near, then to a rail, K, supported '

upon posts L, as shown in Figs. 1, 2, and 3,
are secured other hooks, J’, equal in number,
size, shape, and distance apart to the hooks
above named. - When if is desired to use the
lines, the pawl is thrown over out of engage-
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ment with the ratchet,and the roller B 1s car- .

ried from the hooks J toand placed in the hooks
J’, thereby unwinding the lines from the cyl-
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mder C, and extendmw them acrossthe clothes-

yard. ‘After this has been done the pawl is
turned against the ratchet, and the erank is
turned until the lines are drauwn sufficientl
taut, the pawl preventing the cylinder from
turning back and slackening the ropes.
clothes are then hung upon the lines in the
usual manner.

from the ground, and. the roller is placed in
the hooks on the box.
turned to wind the lines from the roller upon
the cylinder.

By the use of the devices above deseribed

the space above which the lines are extended
is left unobstructed when the lines are not in

use, and the lines are protected from the
weathm when not in use.
The lines are fastened to the roller B and

{ the cylinder C, as shown in Fig. 6, by passing

them through holes in said roller and cylinder
and knottmﬂ them, or in any othel suitable
manner.

We claim as our 1nventmn—~—~

Wet

The erank is then
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The combination of the box provided with

holes in the front thereof, and with aslanting =~
95 .

and projeecting cover, the cylinder prowded
with aratchet and Wlth a crank and supported
in said box, spring-hooks secured to the front
of said box below said cover, the roller having
annular grooves adapted to receive said hooks,
cords each attached at one end to said eylin-

der and at the other end to said roller, and a

pawl pivoted on said box and engaging with

sald ratchet, as and for the purpose specified.

JOHN D. MARTIN.
THOMAS HEAD.
Witnesses:
EDwARD W. THOMPSON,
ALBERT M. MOORE.
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site the box, to a fence or building, or, in case =~

After the clothes are dried =

{ and removed from the lines the roller is lifted
outb of the hooks and turned by the hands to
wind the lines upon it and thus keep them off -

IO0
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