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- To all whom it may concerw: :
~ Be it known that I, ALEXANDER DoM, a
~ resident of the village of Mount Healthy, 1n
~ the county of Hamilton and State of Obhio,
¢ have invented certain new and useful Im-
provements in Letter-Files, of whieh the fol-
Jowing is a specification. _ _
- My object has been to provide a file for let-
ters, bills, postal-cards, or papers of any de-
geription which shall be cheap and strong in
construction, not liable to get out of order,
teadily used, shall have a means of prevent-
ing the filed papers from becoming detached,
and, finally, may be used either flat on a table
or hanging on a wall. - IS
The several features of my invention and
the various advantages resulting from’ their
‘use conjointly or otherwise will be apparent
from the following description and claims.
Figure 1, Sheet 1, represents a perspective
view of a file illustrating certain features of
my invention, the file being partially open.
Fig. 2, same sheet, represents in side elevation
the same device shown in Fig. 1, and shows
the file closed. When the bottom or narrow
edge of Sheet 1 is toward the spectator, the
file in Figs. 1 and 2 is in the position it as-
sumes when hung against a wall or equivalent
~ vertical surface. When the top of this sheet
30 has been turned toward the right, the bottom
o of the sheet being at the left hand, the file in
~ Figs. 1 and 2 will be in the position 1t assumes
- when set upon a table or substantially hori-
zontal support. Fig. 3 represents in per-
spective those features of my invention shown
in Fig. 1 combined with a base-piece. Fig.
4 rtepresents a transverse central vertical
longitudinal section of the device shown 1n
Fig. 3, the end portions of the said base being
broken off. | o L
The file preferably consists as follows: Two
‘pieces of wire are employed, as shown. The
first piece of wire is so bent as to form a base
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or back, A, which consists of two sides, a, a

top, ¢/, and cross-wires a’. The extremities

43

of the cross-wires @’ are bent up at right
angles to the plane of the back or base A and | p
form the prongs af. The tops of the prongs a’
. are beveled off, as shown at ¢’, or otherwise
&0 pointed, and thus form. sharp points which

‘ends of the prongs a* are preferably so formed

N perforate readily the papers as they are filed.

In the top & an eye or loop, a’, is bent in-the

wire, and forms the means of hanging the file

on a wall, and at the same time said eye or

loop, lengthening the base A, increases thesta- 55
bility of the file when placed flat on the table. |
A sliding piece, B, is made from a second
wire, which wire is wrapped around one of the

sides a, forming a sleeve, b. This wire 1s then
brought across the space between the two 6o
sides @, thus forming the connecting-piece b,

‘and a second sleeve b is wrapped about the

other side a. The respective ends of the wire
B are turned at a right angle to the plane of .
the base or back A and make the standards €5
b, the tops of which are turned over 1nto
hooks %, substantially as shown in the draw-
ings. The extremities of the hooks b’ are
sharpened, and these extremities and the

o
in relation to each other as that the ends of a ©
prong «' and the extremity of the adjacent
hook &° shall, when brought together, form a
continuous wire. The preferred formation
for such purpose is as follows: The extremities 75
of the hooks »° are beveled at b, as are the
ends of prongs a* at a®, but in an opposite di-
rection. Thus when the hooks are brought

up to the prongs the two beveled surfices will

rest ‘against each other, and the prongs and 8o

hooks will form a continuous wire, and the

file will be closed. | S |
The mode of operation is as follows: The

sliding piece B is first pushed toward the top

or rear «', leaving the file open, and the prongs 85

ot are ready to receive the papers. Such pa-

pers as may be desired are now filed upon the

prongs ¢!, and the sliding piece Bdrawndown-

ward or forward, closing the file, as shown In

Tig. 2. When it is desired to remove any gc

paper from the file, the sliding piece B 18 re-.
tracted, and the file thereby opened; but when
closed the file is perfectly secured and no pa:
pers can be taken from it. - The papers may
be readily examined while on the file by slid- g3
ing them, as fast as examined, over from: one
air of uprights, as a* a*, to the other pair of

‘uprights, b, or vice versa. -
" As thus made, my device is a cheap, light,

quick]y-consbructed'ﬁl_'é‘,_which is easily ma- 100
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- paper onto the points ¢’ and sliding it down |
... onto the uprights a*, the hooks »° serve as
- gages for enabling each sheet of paper to be:
- perforated by the points ¢ at an equal dis-
-+ The mode of coiling the wire and forming
. asleeve ) is not only a ready way of form-
.. ing and constructing a sleeve, but also is an
. easy mode of obtaining and regulating the de- |
3008
- ent between the hooks or slides B and the base |
A, 1n order that the'file shall not too readily
-----:Openiorishut*:rfiiiii::
... The cross-piece 0’ is-: preferably made of
35 _ _
- shown,) and thereby operates to press each
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~paper putonit.™s Its adaptability to both wall

... . atsuch a point thatthe said eross-bar « shall.
10 |
- The rearward movement of the rods b* should
~ beofsuchan extent that when they are moved.
. back and against the rear stop or stops the
15 theadjacent end 0* of a rod 3* shall be of a suit- |
. able width to rightly receive the heads of the |
. Dparticular deseription’of papers to be filed. |
- Byresting the upper edge of the paper to he
~ filed against the front side of the hooks 0" |

2 P - 316

~and table use is one of its desirable features.

be stopped in any suitable manner. A con-
~venlent mode of thus stopping them is by
making the rods « of such a length and to.
Join the cross rear end portion, «, of the frame

constitute a stop for the said upright rods ¥, |

‘when the file is open, and then pressing the |

tance from the upper edge of the paper.

sired amount of friction required to be pres-

spring metal and curved, (preferably as

sleeve against its respective guide or base rod |
a, thereby creating a moderate friction be-
tween the sleeve and its said rod. In this
manner the sliding piece B will be securely

- held at any point along the rods a to which it

has been moved by the operator. This fric-
tion is not so great as to prevent the sliding
pilece B from moving in answer to a decided
‘pressure-of the operator. |
- When desired, my device may be combined
with & wooden or metallic base-piece, to give
16 more stability and weight. In Figs. 3 and 4
the preferred mode of combining my device
with a base, and the preferred mode of Ccon-
struction of the said device and the base, are
illustrated. The base C consists of a flat plece
of wood or other suitable material or materials.
The upper outer surface of the base Cis usually l
raised enough above the lower or bottom sur-
face of the file to allow the lower portion of the |
sleeved to rest or lie in an opening, slot, or re- |
cess, ¢,in the base,and yet be free to slide with-
out friction back and forth on its wire ¢. The
wires ¢ and the rear wire, &/, rest, preferably,
upon -the upper surface of said base C, and |
‘are suitably secured thereto, preferably by
staples f. - The crossing of the rods «’ may be
dispensed with. - T
In-the event of the file being combined with

- & base the rods « are preferably continued in

951

by staples f, as shown.

‘When it is intended to suspend the base ¢
against a wall-or the like, suitable means for =~
its suspension are to be provided. A pre-
ferred and common mode is to locate an open-
ing, ¢, in the base C or inan extension there-
of. Through this opening passes the 311:«3.-11;,' R R
hook, orthe like which is attached to thewall,
and by which the file is suspended. In the
Lo
suspension the eye or lOOp a®in the wire of = -
the file may well be dispensed with, and the =
rod or wire &' be eontinued straight across
from one rod « to the otherrod .

event of the base being thus constructed for

-thin sheet metal struck up or otherwise formed
‘Into shape, and has a top, d, sides. dy,and
flanges d*.  'These flanges d* project ;outward; RETEREEREREEN
| from the bottom edge of the sides d’, and af-
ford a convenient means for securing thecover

D to the base C, nails or screws @ or the like _
‘being passed through the flangesand intothe =~
‘base. Each upright a' passes up throughan =+
‘opening, &, in its part of the cover D,and each =

| upright  6* passes up through an elongated SORREES
opening, m, in its part of the cover, each of 100
sald openings m being elongated to allow the oan
uprightin'it to slide bsack and forth as the =

file is opened and closed. |
When rods a ¢/, &c., are to be covered, the

cross-rod b"is preferably bent down, as shown

in Figs. 3 and 4, between the sleeves 2, so as

to move under the cover and out of the way of

the. papers on the file. Obviously, by bend-

| ing the crossrod or wire ?’, the tension or fric-

tion of the sleeves on the rods on which they
respectively slide may be increased or dimin-
ished. S | |

The cross-rod b and the sleeve or coiled

Spring b, being made of spring metal, and by
‘their peculiar curved shape, always provide

a pressure outward or inward, and thus in the
event of the pressure being either inward or
outward the rod " always regulates the amount
of friction. - - |
~While the various features of my invention
are preferably employed together, one or more
of said features may be employed without the

‘remainder. - Oneormore of said features may,

so far as applicable, be employed in other de-

‘vices for filing papers, &e., than those herein

specified. | o | |
What I claim as new, and desire to secure

by Letters Patent, is— | __
1. A file having the uprights o', each up-
right being connected to a base-rod, a, and
sleevesd, eachsleeve carrying hooked uprights

~nipulated, and forms a perfect retainer of the ! a straight line forward, and then bent up to SRS

nipuv | form uprights «', substantially as shown in
Figs. 3and 4.  Therods ¢ and ¢ arein such
eévent suitably secured to the base, preferably »c

- Forthe purpose of coveringthesleeve band 85
cross-rod " and rods ¢ and «, and affording
' @ smooth upper sarface in the vicinity of the
‘uprights ¢* ¢* and 5* &°, Ipreferably employa
| cover,DD,suchasshown. This coverconsistsof

o
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b*and sliding on its respective base-rod a, the -
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sleeves being connected together by the cross-
rod or connection ¥, substantially as and for
the purposes specified.

2. A file having the uprights a’,

each ap-

¢ right being connected to its respective base-

rod a, and sleeves D, each sleeve carrylng a

hooked upright, 0%, and sliding on its respect--

ive base-rod, the sleeves being connected fo a

cross-rod or connection, b, and the rear ends

10 of the rods « being connected together by the

rear cross-rod «', substantially as and for the
purposes specified. = - . o

3. In a file, the combination of the cross rod

or spring b’ and the friction-sleevesb,connected

15 thereto, and rods ¢, on which said sleeves re-

spectively slide, substantially as and for the
purposes speeified. | —

4, A file having the uprights a, each up-

right being connected to its respective base-

20 rod a, and sleeves b, each sleeve carrying an

upright, b%, and sliding on its respective base,

the sleeves being provided with a c¢ross-rod or

connection for preventing their turning later-
“ally, and the base-rods ¢ being connected to

25 rear rod ¢/, provided with eye «’, substantially
- as and for the purposes specified.

»

. B. A filehaving base-rods a «, crossing each
 other in front, and terminating forward, re-
spectively, in the uprights ¢* ¢* and rearward

in the rod «/, and hooked rods b* respectively

" connected to sleeves sliding on rods «, the
“sleeves being joined by a connection, b, sub-
stantially as and for the purposes specified.
- 6. A filehaving base-rods a a, erossing each

~other in front, and terminating forward, re-

" spectively, in the uprights a¢* ¢* and rearward
~ in the rod «, and hooked rods 0’ respectively |

' é-oﬂnedted to sleeves sliding on rods e, the
sleeves being joined by a connection, &, the

rod o being provided with eye «’, substan- 45
tially as and for the purposes specified. |
7. A file consisting of only two pieces of
wire, one wire bent and forming standards a’,
rods «, rod «, and eye or loop «’, and the
other wire bent and forming the rods B, sleeves 45
b, and cross-rod ¥, combined substantially as
and for the purposes specified. |
8. A file consisting of back A, provided
with sides a, top @', eye @, cross-wires &', and
prongs «f, and sliding piece B, consisting of 50
sleeves 0, connecting - piece 0, standards &’
and hooks ?°, substantially as and for the pur-
poses specified. S o
9. The combination of the wire - twisted

sleeves carrying sliding pieces B B, and hav- 535"

ing eross-bar or connection &', and base-wires
«, having uprights a* a*, substantially as and
for the purposes specified. | |

10. The combination of base-piece C and the

file consisting, substantially, of rods a, up- 60

rights a*, rear rod &, sleeves b, uprights & b’
and cross-rod ¥, substantially as and for the
purposes specified. -

11. The combination of base-piece C and the
file consisting, substantially, of rods a, up- 63
rights a, rear rod ¢, sleeves b, uprights &’ b,
cross-rod ¥, and the cover D, provided with. -
top walls and flanges and openings, substan-
tially as and for the purposes specified.

ALEXANDER DOM.

| Aftest: | | |
- JNo. W. BSTREHLI,
O. M. HILL.
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